"Reaching Out to Those on the Margin"
an interview with Pat Andrews, CSJ
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While studying for her master’s degree in education
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at Suffolk University, Pat ministered at Regis College,
Here, Pat met women filled with spirit, joy, and a sense working in the Office of Dean of Students and as a
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Pat discovered inclusivity at Spellman. Students
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Lady of Lourdes and Gate of Heaven. I was blessed to
have worked with tremendous faculty in both schools
and with supportive parents who loved their kids and
were concerned about giving them a good education.
There was a great spirit. Then I was elected to the CSJ
Leadership Team in 1994.”
The call to Leadership was a big change. Pat became
immersed in Congregational internal ministry. She
said, “I grew to love the community more than I
thought possible. We are awesome, awesome women!
As an Area Councilor, I became involved in sisters'
lives, in their ministries. It was the end of the 90s, and
not an easy time. But, it was also a time when we
would be companioning sisters through sickness and
through the whole death experience. I found out such
extraordinary things about their lives. And still today,
when I see a number of these sisters, it’s as if twenty
years have never passed. I grew in the knowledge and
awareness of our charism during that time, and our
understanding of who we are in the Church and our
contribution to this Archdiocese.”
In 2000, as Pat’s term came to an end, she reflected
on her next ministry. While Area Councilor, she was
connected with a number of Congregation ministries.
One ministry that attracted Pat was The Literacy
Connection (TLC), which had an opening for a new
director. Pat said, “I looked at that position and the
teacher in me said, ‘Working with adults - that’s new
for me’. But, I was so impressed with what I had
seen while going to the TLC board meetings and
celebrations at the end of the year, I thought, maybe I
could do this. So, I applied and was chosen as director
of The Literacy Connection. That was fourteen years
ago. Each day, I see The Literacy Connection vividly
reflecting the Congregation’s charism of unity and
reconciliation – reaching out to those whose need
- for English skills keeps them from full inclusion in
society and, in some ways, limits quality of life.”
Yes, Pat’s sense of self was born from her many
wonderful experiences - from her family, who grew
to love the sisters along with her; from Pat’s many
friendships and acquaintances she has met and
nurtured over her lifetime; from her students, whom
Pat sees for themselves not their ethnicity; from
her home town, where, from the very first, she was
exposed to a multi-ethnic and multi-racial community;
from her hobbies: singing, reading, cooking, or doing
quiet things, and finally, from her Congregation and
the presence of Church and God in her life. †

Pictured: Pat with her parents,
Pat teaching at Cardinal
Spellman High School, Pat
with the CSJ Leadership Team
(1994-2000), and Rose
Canney, CSJ, and Pat with The
Literacy Connection students
at an Immigration Rally on
Boston Common.
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