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Sister Diane Neumeyer’s 57 years as an 
educator culminated last spring with 
a very special surprise. The Jackson 
School, where she taught for 20 years, 

12 of these as the librarian, honored her by naming 
the school library after her. “It was a surprise. I almost 
collapsed! I felt so humbled and proud all at the same 
time,” said Sister Diane during a recent interview. 
Her connection to education and to Jackson School 
continues, in this, her first year of retirement.  
   Sister Diane loved being the librarian at Jackson 
School because she worked with all grade levels (K-6) 
and watched the students grow. “My favorite part was 
seeing the kids become readers.” Sister still volunteers 
one day a week at the school, helping out wherever 
she is needed. 
   Sister Diane is expanding her horizons a bit, 
too. She has trained to be a tutor for The Literacy 
Connection and is waiting to be matched with her 
first student. Sister said she looks forward to working 
with The Literacy Connection, where she will meet 
people from different cultures and help them learn 
English and practical life skills in America. “It will be 
a challenge to do something different,” she said.  
   Retirement has given her time to do other things, 
too. Sister Diane works out at a gym twice a week, 
which, she said, helps her balance her daily life 
and health. And, now that she has more time, she 
is reading novels and listening to music. In fact, 
the Jackson School staff gave her an iPad upon her 
retirement; she especially likes to listen to music from 
years ago.  
   Looking back, Sister Diane, who entered the Sisters 
of St. Joseph of Boston in 1953, said she loved being 
in a school. “The kids are special. They are the future. 
I hope it’s a better world for them.” Her career in 
education included assignments at St. Agatha School, 
Milton, and at Montessori programs at Walnut Park 
in Newton, Merrimack Montessori School, Haverhill, 
and another in Framingham, where she served as 
principal for nine years.  
   Reflecting on her retirement so far, Sister said, “I’m 
starting with these activities, and will see where it 
leads. I enjoy what I’m doing and I’ve made good 
decisions.” †
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