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Joanne Mauldin, CSJA

On May 1, 2013, Joanne Mauldin became 
an Associate of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Boston. Since then, she has attended 
monthly congregation, associate, and 

trinity meetings.  
   Her connection to the Congregation began during her 
junior high school years while attending St. Francis de 
Sales School in Roxbury. Next, she was taught by the 
Sisters of Charity of Halifax at St. Patrick High School, 
where she participated in chorus, glee club, sodality, 
cheerleading, and volunteered with the Dominican 
Sisters of the Sick and Poor.   
   It was at this time that Joanne felt her first calling to 
enter religious life. Because of the changes after Vatican 
II, the Dominicans were not accepting candidates, so 
she decided to pursue her LPN license, hoping she 
would eventually be accepted as a Dominican Sister. 
“But, this was not in the plans God had in mind for 
me,” Joanne explained. At the age of twenty-one, she 
entered the Sisters of Charity of Halifax in Wellesley, 
and remained a sister for eight years.  
   Again, God had other plans for her. “I attended 
New England Baptist School of Nursing and Pine 
Manor College and became an RN.” Joanne continued 
her education at Boston University and received a 
certificate in geriatric nursing.  She worked as a staff 
nurse at New England Baptist Hospital for eight years. 
She met her husband Richard and became the mother 
of Janine and Greg. At this time, she reestablished her 
relationship with the Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston and 
became the Director of Nurses at Bethany Healthcare 
Center in 1993.   
   She was working at the Department of Corrections 
in Framingham, in 2000 when her husband died 
after twenty-two years of marriage. “I would go to 

Fontbonne Hall for morning Mass and often stay for 
breakfast with the sisters. I felt the Lord was calling 
me back to religious life, having been single, religious, 
married with two children, widowed, and single again,” 
Joanne said. “In prayer, I began asking the Lord, ‘What 
do You want of me now?’ It was at that time I became 
the Healthcare Coordinator for the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Boston,” she explained.   
   Working for the sisters has become more than a job. 
It is her ministry to respond to the medical and spiritual 
needs of the sisters. “I always feel welcome and share 
prayer about how God is working in my life. There is 
a great sense of belonging,” Joanne said. She became 
aware of the CSJ Associates and had been invited by 
many sisters to join.   
   “I continued to discern about being called to a 
religious community. One evening I was sitting quietly 
in a chapel, when I heard the Lord say, ‘You have your 
community,’” Joanne said. Then, she had a dream 
in which she asked Sister Joan Duffy to sponsor her 
to become a CSJ associate and become her spiritual 
director. Shortly after that, she met with Sister Joan and 
shared her dream. “Sister Joan’s immediate response 
was ‘Yes,’ which confirmed my conviction that I had 
found my community,” she said. 
   “I am grateful to both God and the community for 
the enrichment this process of becoming an associate 
brings to my life. I now understand the message in the 
words of Jeremiah, ‘I know well the plans I have in 
mind for you,’ and I am grateful for all that has been, 
and trust in what will be.” †
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