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ur magazine title the MORE… comes from a spiritual
cornerstone of our charism, spirit, and spirituality dating
back to the 17th century roots of the world-wide family of
Sisters of St. Joseph. The “Consensus Statement,” drawn from
the central ideas of our founding spirituality, in part, states
that we approach life an “with an orientation towards
excellence (le plus) tempered by gentleness, peace, joy.”
The French “le plus” translates into English as the MORE…

enflamed
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e, Sisters of St. Joseph, are women receptive to the
stirrings of the Holy Spirit of Love. Together with our
associates we are called to live in right relationship with
all creation. We are a community of women whose mission
is to realize the prayer of Christ that all may be one.
In community and prayerful contemplation, we listen to
this Spirit and move always toward profound love of God
and love of neighbor without distinction.
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f there is a thread which has

woven through our history as Sisters of

St. Joseph, it is one of presence. In fact, at our

founding in Le Puy, France in 1650 the charge was to be a presence in
the neighborhood and respond to the observed needs. Our Boston CSJ
Constitution articulates this founding theme, “Our mission of unity
requires that we be Christ’s healing presence among people, as we strive
to alleviate ignorance, suffering, and oppression through spiritual and
1
corporal works of mercy and through efforts which promote justice.”
This ministry of presence
As is noted in the article,
is one which challenges us to
this culture of encounter is about
faithfully sustain our commitment reaching out, it is about putting
where there is a significant need
aside preconceived assumptions,
and to be prayerfully alert and
it is about respecting the dignity
open to new invitations. We do
of each human person and
this together as sisters, associates,
recognizing the value of their
and partners in ministry. By
insights and opinions. Above all it
being in ministry together, it
is about building relationships and
allows us to widen our circles of
witnessing to God’s inclusive love
care and weave our CSJ charism
in this world.
of unity and reconciliation into
As Sisters of St. Joseph, “We
a culture which, at this time, is
strive in every aspect of our lives
more divisive and indifferent than to be for others a visible sign of
3
compassionate and accepting.
God’s presence and active love”
and are profoundly grateful
One of Pope Francis’
for how you, our associates,
signature themes is about a
partners in ministry, donors, and
“culture of encounter.” And
benefactors join us in this mission.
as one journal reported “Like
We are truly blessed to be on this
many sound bites, the ‘culture of
great adventure with you.
encounter’ is elastic enough to
So as together we live into the
embrace a wide range of possible
future, may we follow the example
meanings, but in general Francis
of our founding sisters and
seems to intend the idea of
respond to Pope Francis’ challenge
reaching out, fostering dialogue
“…to strive and ask for the grace
and friendship even outside the
usual circles, and making a special to create a culture of encounter, of
an encounter that restores to each
point of encountering people who
person his or her own dignity as a
are neglected and ignored by the
2
4
wider world.”
child of God.” å

Rosemary Brennan, CSJ

From Our President
Weaving Our Charism
into a Culture
of Encounter

“…to strive and ask for
the grace to create a
culture of encounter,
of an encounter that
restores to each person
his or her own dignity
as a child of God.”
– Pope Francis,
Overcome Indifference,
Build a Culture of Encounter.

1
2

3
4

CSJ Constitution ~ Life in Mission ~ Ministry #1 – page 32
National Catholic Reporter, December 20, 2013, John Allen, Francis and the “Culture of
Encounter”
CSJ Constitution ~ Spirit and Purpose – #3 – page 24
Pope Francis Homily, September 13, 2016 – Overcome Indifference, Build a Culture of
Encounter.
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From the Director of Communications

hreads…so many memories,

so many meanings… A well-known

Chinese proverb states, “An invisible thread

Joanne Gallagher, CSJ

Threads:
Connecting and
Expanding the
Pattern of Our Lives

connects those who are destined to meet…The thread may
stretch or tangle but will never break.” This year’s theme of
the MORE... celebrates both the visible and invisible
connecting of threads.
When I was five years old, my mother delicately handed
me the tools that opened a world of creativity with needle and
thread. After a while, I was delighting in selecting patterns and
making my own clothes. During high school, I took sailing
lessons and learned the importance of being able to create and
untangle knots – another form of threading. I continue to be
fascinated, not only by the various threading arts, but also by
the less visible but very real threads that connect us with one
another, the God within, and our ever-expanding universe.
In this 21st century we are learning that, “Scientists
have long thought that threads of dark matter provide the
underlying architecture upon which galaxies in the universe
1
are distributed. A new study now verifies that theory.” Isn’t
this something our souls have known all along as we knit,
sew, crochet, quilt, and connect neighbor with neighbor and
neighbor with God?
As you read of our Prayer Shawl Ministry, notice how each
shawl “knits” together the one who knits/crochets, with the
recipient of the shawl, with God, and with her own inner self.
From the threads that connect Marian High School students
with sisters at Bethany Health Care Center to a movie review
about Music of Strangers, threads of relationship are connecting,
weaving, and moving us forward as the spirit-centered threads
of our lives and the threads of the universe continue to unfold
and expand. å
1

We offer a special note of gratitude
to Stitch House. The warm welcome
we received enabled us to take
many photographs that are threaded
throughout this issue of the MORE…
Learn about this unique “world of color
and texture” in Dorchester at
http://www.stitchhousedorchester.com/
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Pete Spotts, “Cosmic scaffolding uncovered? Scientists find thread of dark matter,”
Christian Science Monitor, July 5, 2012

FALL / WINTER 2016 ♦ VOL. 2 ♦ NO. 1		

the MORE…

From the Director
of Mission Advancement

his issue’s theme of “Threads” brought to

mind a recent visit I paid to the small town of

Torrington, Connecticut. This town hosted a “yarn bomb,”

a townwide artistic event in which fiber artists covered lampposts, fences, storefronts,
bridges, and even trash barrels with brightly colored knitted and crocheted works
of art. Thousands of small strands came together to make a huge difference to the
townscape! It made me think about you, our donors. You are the colorful threads
knitted together to make a huge difference in our ability to fulfill our mission and our
ability to care for our sisters.
I just want to say THANK YOU! One thank you just isn’t enough so... thank you
to all who contributed to our semi-Annual Appeals. Thank you to all who sponsored
and attended our events! Thank you to all who used our card programs to honor
friends and to comfort those who have lost a loved one. Thank you to those of you who
have celebrated milestones in your life with a gift to our sisters. Thank you for gifts
given in lieu of flowers. Thank you to those who sponsored a chair in our chapel and,
finally, I offer a special thank you to all who have remembered us in wills and estate
plans. Please know that we keep you all in our prayers!
You can view a list of all our donors on the CSJ website, www.csjboston.org. This is
also a great place to see the latest photos, videos, event invitations and articles about our sisters
and their ministries.
I thought you would enjoy meeting our volunteers who are our essential “threads”
in communicating with you. Each piece of mail you receive has been expedited by at
least one of our volunteers!
In closing, I would like to introduce you to the newest member of our staff, Karen
Yee. Karen is looking forward to helping you with all your card needs. å

Carol Mack

Karen Yee

Thank you. Enjoy all the blessings of autumn!
Carol Mack
Director of Mission Advancement

Our Volunteers and Staff
Back Row, L–R: Karen Yee,
Josephine Perico, CSJ, Katherine
Magno, CSJ, Phyllis O’Callaghan,
CSJ, Cecile Darcy, CSJA, Lois
Connors, CSJ, Florence Kahler, CSJ,
Robert Tamulis.
Front Row, L–R: Margaret
Cunningham, CSJ, Paula Finn, CSJ,
Dorothy Burns, CSJ, Carol Mack
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Bethany & Marian High School –
The Threads That Connect
By Cathy Clifford, CSJ

erhaps as never before,

have we been in such need

of wise sages, ways of connecting

generations, acknowledging the threads that bind us
together. As Joan Chittister reminds us, “The wisdom
figures give birth to the next generation, their wisdom
1
enables us to go forward.”
With the help of a CSJ Unity and Non-Violence Grant,
Marian High School has, in recent years, intentionally
engaged the school community in recognizing its links
with the Sisters of St. Joseph and the legacy they provide.
Through visual images outside the school and at each
entranceway, in the printed word and the prayerful
moments, in our retreats and our liturgies, we are reminded
of the CSJ spirit and legacy. So often we sing, “We are
2
standing on the shoulders of the ones who came before us,”
and their spirit is becoming embedded into our beings.
Similarly, the care of the dear neighbor without
distinction has become an integral part of this community.
That thread is woven into the acts and attitudes of all.
The importance of this awareness is emphasized and
finds practical ways to be reinforced.

Several times each year, students willingly volunteer to
visit Bethany Health Care Center after school to interact
with the residents. They provide entertainment, serve
birthday cake and mingle with residents. And, of course,
they bring gifts for all – flowering plants, personal care
items, stuffed animals, note cards and so much more.
But beyond all that a certain magic quietly happens.
Threads of hope and care are shared; a comfortable level
surfaces and conversations are easy. In fact, as the bus is
about to depart, sometimes a student or two is discovered
missing – still engaged in conversation and oblivious of
the group’s departure!
Eventually they leave, feeling so positive about
themselves, so affirmed by the residents, and so sure that
they are being remembered in prayer. Such feelings are
regularly reinforced in the thank you note always received
from Sister Greta, on behalf of the residents.
As Marian prepares to celebrate its 60th year, the
2016-17 grant will be used to ensure that these connecting
threads between Marian students and Bethany residents
will continue and strengthen. å
1

2

Joan Chittister, The Ten Commandments, Laws of the Heart, © 2006, Orbis
Books
Joyce Johnson Rouse, “Standing on the Shoulders,” on Love Large © 1996

Photo above: Foreign Language Chair, Sue Antonellis, Marian High student, Michael Costa, and other Marian High students arrive at Bethany.
Photos below, left to right: Catherine Stover, CSJ, receives a gift from Marian High student, Kendra Johnson. Students Andy Jung and Karen
Namubiru present gifts to Bethany residents. Cathy Clifford, CSJ is pictured at right.
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s the newly-

appointed Justice

Promoter for the CSJs,
I have the challenge to continue the work for justice
entrusted to the office in 1986. The Congregation and
the office have a long history of “reading the signs of the
times” and responding through education, advocacy, and
action. My predecessors – Sisters Pat Lambert, Carole
Lombard, and Helen Sullivan – each brought her unique
gifts to shape responses to issues in their time. In this
age of technology and social media, our advocacy and
lobbying work often utilizes emails and tweets in
addition to demonstrations and marches; the former
are direct and instantaneous and can allow broader
participation. However, much of the work continues
to be carried on by Congregation committees (e.g.
Immigration), and by collaborative efforts with other
faith-based or civic organizations (e.g. Anti-Human
Trafficking). Soon I will be assisted by an Advisory
Board that will help make connections with other
organizations committed to the work of justice, and will
stay alert to emerging issues that need our attention.
I’d like to highlight one area of our work for justice
that may not be as visible as other areas of our focus:
the area of socially responsible investments. Our current
investment policy states that we will use our resources
“to promote justice, peace, human dignity and systemic
change.” We do this in several ways.
Some of our investments are with firms that focus
primarily on socially responsible investments. Currently,
a particular focus of such efforts is climate change. The
founder and president of one of our socially responsible
1
firms was a speaker at the COP21 2015 Climate
Conference in Paris. Her firm was recently certified as
a “B” corporation: one that “aspires to use the power of
2
markets to solve social and environmental issues.”
Our Congregation is also a member of the Interfaith
Center on Corporate Responsibility (ICCR). This
organization uses the collective influence of its 600+
members to achieve social change through responsible
investments. Climate change has been on their agenda
for some time, and the ink was barely dry on Pope
Francis’ Laudato Si’, when they sent a letter praising
the encyclical and connecting it with their efforts
in this area.
1
2

the MORE…

The Office of Justice and Peace:
A New Title/Ongoing Work
By Betty Cawley, CSJ

Betty Cawley, CSJ, discusses responsible investing with Jon Wagenseller,
a member of the CSJ Boston Investment Committee.

The Congregation also invests in loan funds that
support projects to benefit low-income communities.
For example, the Boston Community Loan Fund
this year has invested in projects in Roxbury and
Dorchester that will provide mixed-income rental and
homeownership in low-income neighborhoods. For
many years, we have been supporters of the Institute
for Community Economics (ICE), a fund that provides
loans and technical assistance to organizations that work
to create permanently affordable housing.
Currently, most investment firms, even those who
do not have socially responsible investment as their
primary focus, now scrutinize corporations in which
their clients invest on the ESG goals (Environment,
Social, Governance), and monitor their progress in
achieving the goals they have set. We have investments
with these firms as well and, through them, we utilize
our power as shareholders to influence change in the
corporate world.
Socially responsible investment is one more tool
that we utilize in our justice efforts. It is a vital tool in
the work for systemic change. å

21st Session of the Conference of the Parties
www.bcorporation.net/what-are-b-corps
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Prayer Shawl Ministry:
Where the Interior Journey Takes You

Terry Jardin, CSJ, and Suzanne Bradford, CSJA
prepared, interviewed, and coordinated the writing of this article.

“

he important thing is not what you knit as what happens
when you knit it. Where the interior journey takes you.

What you find there. How you are transformed when you come back home.” 1
These words offer an apt description of what happens within the Prayer Shawl Ministry of the Sisters of St.
Joseph. Mari Ryan, CSJ, began this ministry at Bethany Health Care Center in January 2004. Since that time,
approximately 70 prayer shawl knitters and crocheters have created 1,700 shawls, coverlets, and baby beanies. These
have been distributed to eight different hospitals and hospices as well as to individuals in the Boston area. Almost
thirteen years later, Terry Jardin, CSJ, and Suzanne Bradford, CSJA, continue to coordinate and expand this
ministerial outreach of sisters and associates to the “dear neighbor.”
“ Although each shawl pattern I knit or crochet is different from
all the others, I try to incorporate some element of the original
basic pattern of “three knits-three purls”, which is symbolic
of the Blessed Trinity. This “knits” together the one who will
receive the shawl, God who inspires the gift of knitting, and
me, the knitter/crocheter.”
– Terry Jardin, CSJ

“ When I reflect on the Prayer Shawl Ministry, two words
come to mind: gratitude and humility. I feel gratitude to
Mari Ryan, CSJ, who started this ministry. I have been
making prayer shawls since the beginning of the program
in 2004. It is a profound prayer encounter when I pray
for healing for the person who will receive the shawl. It
is a humbling experience as I pray that this shawl bring
healing and comfort to the person who is ill.”
– Patsy Logan, CSJ
1

Patsy Logan, CSJ

Susan Gordon Lydon, quoted in Knitting into the Mystery, by Susan S. Jorgensen and Susan S. Izard, © 2003 Morehouse Publishing, pg 49
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“ Crocheting prayer shawls is a form of prayer and community
for me. Even though I sit alone and crochet, I feel the honor
of participating in someone’s life journey. I feel close to God,
to the recipient, and to all those who make the commitment
to create something beautiful that provides comfort and
warmth. In making a prayer shawl I, in turn, receive
comfort and peace.”
– Joyce Jardin,
niece of Terry Jardin, CSJ

the MORE…
“ As the middle-woman who has been privileged to deliver
CSJ Prayer Shawls to patients, I have witnessed many
mystical moments. A graced moment of compassionate
presence flowed through the shawl when Adam, a young
man, became tearful as the shawl wrapped around his
wounds. His nurse later shared how moved she felt
observing Adam tell his mother that the gift was created
by a woman who prayerfully knitted it for him. In turn,
Adam presented it to his mother who was living with
terminal cancer.
Another seriously ill patient, Sarah, whose favorite
color was red, delighted in choosing a red prayer shawl
and was deeply grateful. Sarah lived at our hospital for
almost three months. Each time she went for treatments,
the red prayer shawl accompanied her. If asked about it
she would say, “Some church ladies made it prayerfully
for me.” Someone later told me that her family put it in
her casket.”
– J udy Swett, CSJA,
former palliative care chaplain

“ I used to deliver the shawls to the hospital. I’d go in, talk
to staff. As they heard about this ministry it multiplied.
People often feel they are not “artsy.” For the sisters making
the shawls, part of it was believing that they could create
something beautiful. There’s excitement in it!”

Gloria Capozzoli, CSJ

“ Always, life is time. When you put an hour into something
you are giving it an hour of your life. I am donating an
hour of my life to this unknown person but God knows
who this person is. The process is silent prayer, loving
thoughts, busy hands, then, look – a prayer shawl!”

– Mari Ryan, CSJ,
founder of the Prayer Shawl Ministry at Bethany

– Gloria Capozzoli, CSJ

Sisters Declan Sullivan,
Mari Ryan, and Gail Ripley
reminisce about the
development of our
Prayer Shawl Ministry.
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Lace

The art
of stitching air
The lightness of it
A dreamer’s
dream of
endless pattern
and line
that begin
with
a single thread
and calls us
to continue
to create
to become
its airy Grace
Carol Smith, CSJ
Carondelet-Los Angeles
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A Multitude of Strands
by Kathie Shute, CSJA

n celebration of my initial commitment
as a CSJ Associate, I received a precious and

meaningful gift – a gift steeped in the history and

tradition of the Sisters of St. Joseph, a gift symbolic of the charism we share. That gift was a piece of
lace, ostensibly simple yet, paradoxically, not simple at all. At first glance, it appeared to be of modest
design, lovingly crafted, discreet in its beauty. However, closer scrutiny and an eye for metaphor revealed
something far more intricate: a multitude of strands interconnected, working in unison and harmony to
fulfill a design – each strand offering its unique contribution; no strand striving to stand out as better,
more important or more beautiful than its peers; each strand equally essential to the creation of the whole.
This simple – yet not so simple – gift represents a metaphor of our charism: continuity of service to the
dear neighbor without distinction, our active and inclusive love.
During those early years in Le Puy, the craft of lace-making represented a vital skill, practiced and
shared with generosity, compassion, and love by the Sisters of St. Joseph. In those times of crushing
poverty and social upheaval, sisters provided this means of economic survival, dignity, and hope to
countless numbers of women.
1
However, as Sister Jane Delisle emphasizes, that lace, begun in 1650, “…is not yet finished.”
That journey, begun so many years ago, and carried on by successive generations of Sisters of St. Joseph,
continues today; it has been offered now to us – our responsibility, our legacy, our journey.
Margaret Silf reveals her reflective imagery in this way: “…my small piece of thread is just one snippet
of an eternal spool with which God is weaving the divine Dream. Just one small snippet, without which
2
the tapestry cannot become complete, or the Dream be dreamed into its fullness.”
Now, the challenge is ours to embrace. As we pick up our own threads, we pray for the grace and
courage to recognize and pose those essential questions relevant in our own age – questions which
ultimately become the catalyst for our action. Crafting our own unique contributions to the fabric –
our threads, colors, textures and patterns interwoven, we work together to create a vibrant lace so essential
in our own time.
We engage in the mission of reconciliation…
We stand with the poor in the struggle for justice…
We engage in spiritual and corporal works of mercy
3
so that justice and peace, freedom and human dignity may prevail.
Thus, today, we follow in the footsteps of those first Sisters of St. Joseph, accepting the gift of their
legacy, embracing their charism and their dream, and creating a fabric of lace for our own moment in history.
Their footsteps have become our footsteps; their journey has transformed our own. In the spirit of unity and
love, we embrace our promise to live out our lives “with one desire only: to be always what God wants [us] to
4
be…for time and for eternity.” å
1 Delisle, J. (2016). The lace is not yet finished. Presentation to be given at the Centre International St. Joseph. Le Puy en

Velay, France: Delisle.

2 Silf, M. (2014). Sacred Spaces. Oxford: Lion Hudson. p. 27
3 Heritage: Spirit and Purpose CSJA Constitution p. 21 6-8
4 Jean-Pierre Médaille, SJ, Maxims of the Little Institute, Maxim #73 as found in Love’s Design, Marcia Allen, CSJ (2007).

Concordia, KS: Sisters of St. Joseph.
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Threads of Presence
By Catherine Nevin, CSJ

ince the days of my

childhood, the process of

designing interesting things has
captivated me. Early memories recall vivid images:
beautifully-colored scraps of leftover yarn, and small
hands guided patiently by my father as he taught me to
knit; crocheting lessons with a kindly neighbor; fourth
grade sewing classes at the Francis Parkman School;
embroidery club where teachers skillfully nurtured my
love of creating beautiful things; my delight and joy in
presenting my mother with a surprise gift – a handembroidered pillowcase lovingly designed especially
for her!
That sense of delight in imagining and creating
a unique, hand-stitched design heightened over the
years: special afghans for my father and brother-inlaw, and my very first quilt – a surprise for my sister
– a daisy design, its petals displaying the names of
her children. As time moved on, there were many
more quilts: wedding presents for nieces, and special
occasion gifts for family and friends. In many ways, I
think a quilt reflects a large extended family – so many
different fragments brought together; textures, shapes,
and colors you think would never work in harmony, all
joining together to create the unified whole. And
somehow it works!
I have found inspiration for my designs in many
places: poring over library books, and studying
the history and traditions of
quilting. I frequently visit quilt
shows and fabric stores, always
absorbing details of material,
texture, color and design. I have
even found ideas in coloring books!
And, of course, every time I see a
quilt shop, I absolutely must go in!
Although it is difficult to
choose, right now my favorite quilt
is a simple design of young girls

10 • www.csjboston.org

with umbrellas,
fashioned in soft
colors of
springtime. My
design reflects
beauty, and
suggests that youth
is a time of hope
and potential, an
opportunity for wonder and beginnings. Embedded in
each hand-embroidered stitch is my desire to impart
courage and integrity; in each fragment is my prayer
that adults pay attention and listen; that they offer
guidance and support as each young girl journeys
forward into adulthood. This quilt has my life in it!
Working on a quilt is a peaceful, prayerful
experience. The array of colors, textures, shapes and
patterns reminds me of people, and people remind me
of community. As each fragment of the emerging quilt
imparts its own special character and beauty to the
design of the whole, so, too, each member of our CSJ
community offers her special contribution. She holds
the desire to be herself, and to participate according
to her unique gifts. She is accepting and supportive of
the work of others, never imposing herself. She strives
to reach God on her own path
and in her own way; however,
like the diverse fragments of a
quilt, individuals meld together
into a beautiful whole, a quilt that
protects us and keeps us warm!
Memory and promise, faith
and hope, reflection and prayer –
joyful threads of presence lovingly
interwoven in the fabric of
my work! å
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Movie Review:

In The Music of Strangers, We Are All One
by Marian Batho, CSJ

he Music of Strangers:

Yo-Yo Ma and the Silk Road
Ensemble1 is a documentary well

worth seeing. Yo-Yo Ma, a world-renowned
cellist, began the Silk Road Ensemble in 2000.
Named for the ancient trade route that connected
Asia, Europe and Africa, the Silk Road was a place
where strangers met, exchanged ideas and were
transformed by these interactions.
Ma dreamed of taking the experience of the Silk
Road to a deeper level. He gathered musicians from
around the world to imagine new ways to enhance
global understanding through music and performing
arts. Without preconceived ideas of results, Ma
offers moving reflections about the potential for
transformation when strangers committed to a common
mission come together. He describes
beautifully the depth of friendship
and respect that developed among the
members of the ensemble. Cultural
barriers that seemed insurmountable
no longer exist. Being members of the
Silk Road Ensemble has been lifechanging for all involved.
The film focuses on the unique
power of music and the arts to
transform. Music is a language of
embrace that speaks to the deepest longings
of the human heart. It has a unique way
of softening barriers of separation. Music can create
pathways for peace by opening the heart and mind to
new realities. It helps one see and imagine a different
reality and has the ability to create meaningful and
enduring human connections. In music every note,
every instrument is important. The conductor calls forth

the best from each player. It is easy to understand and
experience inclusive love when one is totally engaged.
Total self-giving is an essential part of the musical
experience.
Images from our CSSJ tradition are threaded
throughout the film: Relationship is at the heart of
mission, creating ever-widening circles, and moving
always toward the more. Although these words are
never specifically spoken, their deeper meanings and
transformative effects are woven throughout the film.
Ma describes in very personal terms his own moving
toward the more.
Intertwined throughout the film are reflections
from four members of the ensemble. Their sharing is
honest and comforting. They speak candidly about
their fears in coming together as well as the meaning
that being part of the ensemble has brought into their
lives. In listening to each one, I was reminded
of the great blessing of “Sharing the State of
the Heart and State of the House.”
The film is filled with beautiful music
and breathtaking scenery. It offers simple
yet profound insight into how to embrace
the “dear neighbor.” We need only open
our eyes to the beauty and potential
of human relationships that surround
us. Culture, language, and ethnicity
are invitations, not barriers to deeper
communion.
Not long after seeing The Music of Strangers, I
attended the 2016 CSSJ Federation Event where I
heard, for the first time, Sara Thomsen’s beautiful song,
By Breath. “By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we
are all one.” The enduring message of The Music of
Strangers is that we are all one. å
1

Although this movie is no longer in local theaters, it will be available via
amazon.com by December 7, 2016
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“ With family – Saint Peter’s Basilica – Holy Door – brutal July
heat – overwhelmingly crowded. More like South Station at
rush hour than a prayerful experience. Picturing the faces of
family, friends, and co-workers written on my prayer list,
I clutched that list to my heart. God’s presence was palpable,
his love and mercy, writ large. Tears flowed; gratitude for
unearned gifts.”

– Susan Abbott
Coordinator of Parish Outreach, Disciples in Mission
Susan Abbott with her family,

Making Room for Mercy

ope Francis has declared that the

Universal Catholic Church will observe

a Jubilee Year of Mercy from December 8, 2015

to November 20, 2016. To mark the conclusion of this Year of Mercy, we invited
several people who serve the Archdiocese of Boston to prayerfully reflect on their
experience of mercy during this special year.

“ How important is the gift of quiet. Stillness
sufficient for the dropping of shoulders.
No book, nothing, just quiet. In that space,
the need for mercy emerges. I can be kinder
to myself and more understanding of the
other. Silence makes room for mercy.”

– F r. Bill Murphy
Faculty, Pope St. John XXIII Seminary
Father Bill Murphy

“ Being with loved ones at the end of life
I have known in a deep way
God’s merciful forgiveness
even as I try to be the face of God’s mercy.
As one participant in mornings of prayer
I direct for Pastoral Visitor said,
In ministering to others preparing for death
I have grown in awareness of my own need
for God’s mercy as I give mercy to others.”

– Anne D’Arcy, CSJ
Associate Director,
Office of Spiritual Life
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Ruth Villard and Elaine Emerick talk with
Anne D’Arcy, CSJ, before a meeting.

FALL / WINTER 2016 ♦ VOL. 2 ♦ NO. 1		

the MORE…

Mercy is the Key
Lord,
your mercy is the key
to my freedom, my peace,
my pardon, my hope,
my future…
And like you, Lord,
I carry mercy in my pocket.
I hold a key for unlocking
hearts chained by my grudges,
hope held captive by my judgment
and relationships shackled by my resentments,
fettered by my stubbornness, cuffed by my pride,
and bound by my bias…
You never withhold your mercy from me, Lord:
you turn your key at my first prayer
of penance and contrition:
you unlock my heart
and set this captive free…
Help me then, Lord, to turn the key I carry,
to share the mercy that is mine to give
and so unlock what’s in my power
to forgive and to let go…
Help me turn my key of mercy, Lord,
to open wide a path
to freedom, peace and pardon,
to hope and to a future
where your mercy is my key…
Amen.
– Fr. Austin Fleming
http://concordpastor.blogspot.com/

Father Austin Fleming
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Our Emerging Story of Being ONE,
God’s Love Unfolding…

e came to the heat of Orlando from

July 9-12, 2016, nearly 700 people called
by a charism of oneness: agrégée, associates,

Prayer vigil at the Pulse Night Club in Orlando

consociates, St. Joseph Workers, Mission Corps, college students,
partners in mission, our international sisters and all Sisters of St. Joseph.
We listened as Mary Johnson, SNDdeN, challenged us to find where
God is calling us amidst shifting demographics. We listened as Pat
Bergen, CSJ, took us from an “institute” into a “movement,” reminding
us that we all long to be part of the flow of something greater. We
listened as our panelists gave flesh to their words and their challenge: to
follow the spirit, to ride the wave, into holy recklessness.
During our Pulse Nightclub Prayer Vigil and first-hand accounts of
labor trafficking from Immokalee workers, we listened, we opened our
hearts, we widened the circle of community and compassion. We broke
bread together in liturgy, knowing that we are called to act with justice,
love tenderly, serve one another, and walk humbly with God.
On Tuesday evening, we celebrated the Federation’s 50 years of
vision, spirit, and inspiration with a video, which told the story of
our rich history inspired by LOVE. We Were Called to Oneness.
Throughout our days together, singer/songwriter Sara Thomsen wove
her words and music into our prayer. We found a mantra in her song, “By
Breath,” that reminded us “We are all one!”
– adapted from concluding reflections by Mary Dacey, SSJ, Federation Event Facilitator

“ Federation 2016, what an awesome event! The presentations by Mary
Johnson SNDdeN and Pat Bergen CSJ and the responding panelist, gave
much to ponder. What is God calling us to? Where is God in all of this and
the realization that anything we do can impact all of the cosmos? Most
enriching were connections made. Everywhere you went there was someone
new to meet. As a candidate, it was great to meet other candidates and soonto-be candidates. What was amazing was spending four days with over 700
people always smiling and with that smile was the feeling of genuine love
and caring. And Sara Thomsen’s singing tied everything together with the
songs she chose to sing like “By Breath” and “Turning of the World.”
– Jean McKinney, CSJ Candidate

Laura Turbini, CSJ, with Ingrid Schweikart, SSJ

“ Twice before, the heat of summer found me in St. Louis, completely inspired
by earlier Federation events with so much stimulating input and sharing.
I was inspired all the MORE this time in Orlando by our widening circle
of Joseph: partners in mission, associates, agrégées, sisters, each one
embracing the charism and challenging one another to make our world
whole. I’ve come away almost every day humming Sara Thomsen’s refrain,
“By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one.”
– Marianne Miller, CSJA
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“ The Federation Event was an experience of community and collaboration, of
hospitality and hope. As a first-time participant, I was struck by the scope
and scale of the gathering – it was truly awesome. As a lay partner, I was
touched by the authentically gracious affirmation of the Sisters of St. Joseph,
who opened their arms (and their hearts) wide to us. As a leader of a CSJ
high school, I was inspired by the fire of love, the commitment to justice, and
the challenge to make this a “movement.” But more than anything, I was
moved by the relevance, the power, and the grace of the charism – that all
may be one. In our broken world, we are called to be stitchers, lace-makers,
witnesses of healing and hope. We are the “field hospital” of Pope Francis,
working at times with the thinnest of thread, uniting our divided world.”
– Tom Nunan, Jr.

“ There were so many moving and inspiring moments in Event 2016, but
when I look back, what I most remember is the spirit and energy of the
gathered community of sisters, lay partners, associates, agrégées. These
days my heart is drawn to the glimpses of what the new expression of the
CSSJ mission and charism will look like. And there it was! There we were!
All of us caught up in “the flow” Pat Bergen spoke of, knowing ourselves
connected deeply with one another, yes, but with the joys and sufferings of
the world and the unfolding creation! Pat reminded us that “we are called to
contemplate the world, notice the emerging future, discern its blessing and
then pour all the resources of time and talent to midwife the newness.” Let’s
do that together, a community in mission!”

Pat Bergen, CSJ, and Kathy McCluskey, CSJ, share
a greeting

– Kathy McCluskey, CSJ

“ This past summer’s CSSJ U.S. Federation Event marking the Federation’s
50th Anniversary seemed an appropriate “moment” for me to acknowledge
my retirement from a more structured work schedule and take time to revisit
“old ideas” and listen to speakers as they walked us through a routine day
for a Florida tomato picker. The message shown on placards carried by farm
workers keeps echoing in my mind, “I go hungry today so my children won’t
have to tomorrow.” A worker must pick nearly 2.5 tons of tomatoes in a day
to earn minimum wage. The glaring sun of Orlando in July was a very faint
reflection of the daily assault on the Florida tomato pickers working all day in
the open fields. But even that very faint suggestion is overwhelming to me.”

Sara Thomsen weaves her song throughout
the gathering

– Patricia McDonough, CSJ
Fifty-seven sisters, associates, and partners in ministry represented the Boston Congregation.
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Martina Buckley O’Toole
By Carol Mack

he “fabric” of the Sisters of

St. Joseph of Boston is woven of
many different “threads” insuring its

beauty and strength. One of those strong “threads” is
Martina Buckley O’Toole. A former sister herself, she
still radiates the spirit and charism of the CSJs. Martina
believes the sisters were a defining influence in her life
from grammar school through college, during her years
as a sister, and in the life she embraces today.
Martina and siblings Anne and Bill were raised in
the Buckley household of Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts
where religion, family values, and education were
mainstays of family life. Martina considers herself and
her siblings fortunate to have been educated by the
Sisters of St. Joseph at Our Lady of Lourdes Grammar
School where the sisters were a pivotal influence on
their young lives. The values treasured in her home were
reinforced in the education and training received from
the CSJs.
Martina told me that, “The Sisters’ encouragement,
formation and education instilled a love of God,
neighbor, an enthusiasm for learning, and respect for
others.” She continued, “Later on in life, as a family, we

16 • www.csjboston.org

FALL / WINTER 2016 ♦ VOL. 2 ♦ NO. 1

reflected on how fortunate the Buckley kids were to be
exposed to the Sisters of St. Joseph as our teachers and
models!” Perhaps readers who shared this experience
remember how school days began and ended in prayer,
how we offered ourselves each day through the Morning
Offering, were encouraged to create a shrine to Mary at
home and to recite the rosary.
Lessons of love for the “dear neighbor” were taught
along with academic subjects. A missionary spirit drew
from the lives of children across the sea and we collected
alms for them.
After leaving religious life, Martina married. Her
late husband was a Navy Captain who shared Martina’s
enthusiasm for the sisters and their mission. He was
proud to contribute to the sisters’ projects whether it was
a fund drive or chapel furnishings.
Martina remembers with gratitude compassion, as
well as excellent medical and spiritual care, received
by her sister, Anne, at Bethany Health Care Center.
Until the end, the sisters were there for her. To this
day, Martina remains committed to the sisters as donor
and friend. She is impressed as she learns of projects
generated by their love for the underserved “dear
neighbor,” the trafficked, the immigrants, the castoffs
who they serve “without distinction.”
She ended the interview with these words: “Thank
you, Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston. You helped form us
as Catholics, taught us to read, write, realize our potential
to excel, love God and country. Hopefully we put that
education and training to good use. We are grateful!” å

Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston Card Program
hoosing our cards is a

generous way of celebrating

Memorial
Cards

the lives of relatives and friends.
God our Refuge

Madonna and Child

Mandala

Morning Rose

Throughout the year, those you honor with a
card are remembered in prayer by the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Boston and Associates.
At the time of a death, we encourage our donors to request
that family members and friends remember the Congregation
by sending donations “in lieu of flowers.” All donations are
acknowledged by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston Office of
Mission Advancement. If you wish to make a donation, know
someone who would like to, or are in need of cards for a relative
or friend, please contact Robert Tamulis, Mission
Advancement Coordinator, at 617-746-2114 or email robert.
tamulis@csjboston.org.
To make a donation online, visit www.csjboston.org and
find the “make a gift” box. The cards here are a representative
sample. More designs are available at:
www.csjboston.org/join-our-mission/donate-now/
memorial-and-all-occasion-card-programs/

Card Order Form
St. Joseph

Light of Peace

New Beginnings

Name____________________________________________
Address__________________________________________

Cards for
Other
Occasions
Congratulations

City___________ State____ ZIP Code__________

Card Choices

Tulips (Blank)

Happy Birthday

Get Well (2)

Thinking of You (1)

Memorial Cards
___ God our Refuge
___ Light of Peace
___ Madonna and Child
___ Mandala
Other Occasions
___ Congratulations
___ Get Well
___ Happy Birthday
___ In Your Honor (1)

___ Morning Rose
___ New Beginnings
___ St. Joseph

___ In Your Honor (2)
___ Thinking of You (1)
___ Thinking of You (2)
___ Tulips (Blank)

Please write the number of cards you desire in the space
to the left of the card description. After you have made
your choice, clip the form and mail it to:
Robert Tamulis
Mission Advancement Coordinator
In Your Honor (1)

In Your Honor (2)

Thinking of You (2)
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