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The Women’s Table: 

W hen Mary Rita 
invited me to be 
part of The Women’s 

Table Advisory Board, the 
“yes” seemed to spring 
organically from all the 
places I’ve ministered along 
my journey with women 

and children. My vocation 
as mother to four children 

has called forth a desire for all 
women and children, particularly 

those on the margins. 
   Perhaps, most poignantly, my mothering heart 
led me to widen my own family. In 1990, four days 
before Christmas, with two toddlers and one infant 
asleep upstairs, we sat down to watch a 20/20 special, 
revealing the condition of orphanages in Romania and 
felt moved by God to act. Four months later, I arrived 
in Romania and was united with my daughter Hannah, 
who had spent almost three years under the most 
depraved conditions imaginable. My prayer for her: 
that she could live fully into the relationship that God 
has always imagined for her. Hannah, now 25 years old, 
teaches at-risk children at a pre-school in New York. 
Her name means God’s grace, and she is!  
   Ten years ago, I became a founding member of the 
Ignatian Spirituality Project for Women (ISP) in the 
Boston area, serving both as a member of the board 
and spiritual director. ISP was founded by Bill Creed, SJ, 
in Chicago with the mission of providing retreats for 
homeless women and men based on the Spiritual 
Exercises of St. Ignatius. The majority of the women 
ministered to suffer from all kinds of addictions and 
abuse. While there were often clinical treatment 
options available to them, spiritual support was almost 
non-existent. It was humbling to be with them at our 
retreat center in Cohasset as they experienced the 
wonder of God in the silence, the sunrise, and the 
magnificent surroundings.  
   Until June 2013, I worked for a company that 
provided treatment for people suffering from opioid 
addiction under a public health model.  At a Christmas 
gathering, the CEO approached me with a dream to 
develop a mission project in which everyone in the 

company could become involved. I knew I would say “yes” 
when my first thought was love ought to show itself more 
in deeds than in words. For months, I worked with Save 
the Children and was introduced to a project to eradicate 
human trafficking in the brick kilns of West Bengal, India. 
This connected with the Anti-Trafficking efforts of CSJs 
and associates and resonated with a call to respond. Our 
CSJ community provided three Unity and Reconciliation 
Grants and featured the project in various issues of 
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Above: Joanne & Hannah visiting Romania.

   On July 1, 2013, I became the first woman, non-Jesuit 
director of Gonzaga Eastern Point Retreat house. One of 
the most fulfilling parts of the ministry has been building 
a robust scholarship program for women and men who 

would otherwise 
not be able 
to afford the 
opportunity to 
come away in 
the silence with 
God. 
   Mary Rita’s 
invitation to be 
on The Women’s 
Table Advisory 
Board was a 
natural next 
step. The board 
gathers to 

pray, provide support, discuss 
needed services, and dream of 

ever-widening ways to reach out 
to women in need. The mission of 

The Women’s Table brings alive our charism 
of unifying love wherever we find ourselves through 
programs that are life giving, enriching, and relational. †


