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The Sponsored Ministries
of the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Boston
strive to bring the message of God’s active and inclusive love to persons of all races
and religious beliefs especially those who find themselves at the breaking points of society.

Opening Prayer:

Spirit Is with Us

W

e gather to renew our confidence in a more illuminated future, as we enter
the kin-dom of God, here and now as the foretaste of what is to come.
We give ourselves to this emerging future, knowing that our choices, no matter how
small, resonate across every strand of this cosmic web.

Reading:

...Up ahead is the Christ

W

hen we participate in the pursuit of new possibilities, we participate also in
God. We are born into a web of life and are part of a web of life. ...Deep
within we long for unity because, at the most fundamental level, we are already one. …
the universe is grounded in the personal center of Christ.
We are created to evolve into a new future; the choices we make in love and for love cocreate our future. When we see ourselves as part of a larger whole we act on behalf of the
whole of which we are a part.
Christian life of the twenty-first century must accept the past as gift, welcome the God of the future, and let
love guide this Christic adventure of emergent creativity.
The good news of Jesus Christ is not so much what happens to us but what must be done by us. The choices we make
for the future will create the future… for up ahead is the Christ rising from the dead in the darkness of night to become
for us the God of the future.

Response: All
e are not alone as future-forgers:
In our fear
that keeps us looking back over our shoulder,
Spirit is with us.
In our passion to create a holy future,
Spirit is with us.
In our resolve to face and overcome
all that keeps us from our ideals,
Spirit is with us.

W

FOR

Reflection...

Prayer

FOR THE

L

ift us up, abiding Spirit,
above all obstacles,
and grant us a glimpse
of what is possible
when hearts and minds
discover that you are in our fears,
our hopes,
and our commitments.

When the Spirit comes,
whom I shall send to you…
the Spirit will be my witness,

And you too
will be witnesses.
— John 15:26‐27

Amen

As trustees and administrators of a CSJ sponsored ministry,
how am I/are we giving ourselves to the emerging future of this ministry?
How do I/ we witness to the Christ up ahead?

140th Anniversary of the Sisters of Saint Joseph — 1873‐2013 AND BEYOND...

God of Great Love, you are with us, for us, in us. May we who share in the spirit of the Sisters of Saint Joseph
see relationship with God and others at the heart of all we do.
In every relationship may we be and act in ever‐widening circles of love poured out toward every kind of neighbor
without distinction. May we live and work with the zeal of Christ Jesus, “that all may be one.” Amen
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Sisters of Saint Joseph of Boston – 1873…2013…and beyond

T

he Sisters of Saint Joseph arrived in Boston on October 2, 1873. During the past year,
our board prayers have reflected on the history that brought us to this moment as
well as to a future without a prescribed set of blueprints but one open “to a God coming
to us from the future” in ways we have yet to imagine.
Our prayers have been focused on the Sisters of Saint Joseph
1. beginnings in Le Puy, France, during the turbulent times of the midseventeenth century
2. renewal in Lyon, France after the French Revolution
3. coming to the United States during the great expansion to the New World
4. arrival in Boston in response to the needs of a growing immigrant population
5. Sisters of Saint Joseph mission and spirit now and into the future.

Mission Statement:
We are ordinary women from all walks of life. Our special focus, our mission, is to work for
unity and reconciliation where there is brokenness, to help people become whole and holy,
individually and together. In 2005 we articulated this mission in the following statement:

Enflamed

with the compassion of God, we Sisters of Saint Joseph of Boston,
women of the Church, rooted in the Gospel together with our Associates
are impelled by the active, inclusive love of God to:
deepen our relationship with God and the dear neighbor without distinction;
foster prophetic communion;
and journey into the future with
Sisters and Associates throughout the world and with all God’s creation.
For Further Reflection

Ministries:

Our God, present with us in our world
in the midst of its cares and divisions,
be with us as we look to the future.
Keep our eyes and hearts open
to your daily presence in our lives.
Root our dreams in our rich heritage
of life and death and new life.
Enable us to dare to listen
to signs of life and death in our own lives,
in the lives of those with whom we minister,
and in the life of the world.
Bolster our courage
so that together we continue
to dare to dream,
not just for ourselves,
but for our many neighbors in this universe.
We dare to ask this of you,
our Creator God.
Chapter Prayer — Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston — 2011‐2012

