Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston

Connecting
Neighbor with Neighbor and Neighbor with God

Consecrated Life

VOL 22 #2
Spring 2015

www.csjboston.org

Office of Mission Advancement

celebrating

We are ordinary women from all walks of life.

Office of Mission Advancement
Mission Statement

Our special focus is to work for unity and

The Office of Mission Advancement of the Sisters
of St. Joseph of Boston fully supports the mission
and ministries of the Sisters. We raise funds to
support all present and future ministries and to
continue the legacy of the congregation.

reconciliation where there is brokenness,

We also provide funds through donor generosity
to care for our elderly and infirm Sisters. All
donations enable the Congregation to strengthen
its mission of unity and reconciliation among
the people it serves. We thank our friends and
benefactors who partner with us in this mission.

the future in the following statement:

to help people become whole and holy,
individually and together. In 2005 we
articulated this mission with renewed hope for
Enflamed

Sisters of St. Joseph

with the compassion of God,
we Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston,
women of the Church, rooted in the Gospel
together with our Associates
are impelled by the active, inclusive love of
God to:
deepen our relationship with God and the
dear neighbor without distinction;
foster prophetic communion;
and journey into the future
with Sisters of St. Joseph and Associates
throughout the world
and with all God’s Creation.

We Sisters of St. Joseph are women receptive
to the stirrings of the Holy Spirit of Love.
Together with our associates we are called
to live in right relationship with all creation.
We are a community of women whose
mission is to realize the prayer of Christ that
all may be one. In community and prayerful
contemplation we listen to this Spirit and
move always toward profound love of God
and love of neighbor without distinction.
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From the President
Dear Friends and
Benefactors,
As this issue of
Connecting goes
to print, spring has
blossomed, summer
is on the horizon,
and a deep spirit of
appreciation is in the
hearts of the Sisters of St.
Joseph for you, our donors
and benefactors. Thanks to your
generous support we are continuing, in a steadfast
manner, to forward our mission of reconciling
neighbor with neighbor and neighbor with God.
Our sisters are most grateful for your partnering
with us as we continue, in the manner Pope Francis
encourages us, to accompany those in need and
reach out to the fragile who reside on the margins
of life. We do so always in and through the spirit
of our charism of unity and reconciliation. As a
Congregation, we are energized knowing you are in
this sacred venture with us.

This spring issue of Connecting is one which
moves our hearts to a place of remembrance and
celebration. We remember all those you have
commended to our prayers and in a special way we
celebrate all those you have chosen to honor. We
also prayerfully remember with fondness all who have
lived the fullness of their lives and have now entered
into a new life.
Recently, I happened upon a book entitled Seasons
of Grace: The Life Giving Practice of Gratitude. The
book is packed with inspirational stories from the
lives of the authors and their friends that illustrate
how feelings of gratitude for even the smallest gifts,
kindnesses, and joys help us to live each day to the
full.
It is this spirit of gratitude that abides with us, the
Sisters of St Joseph. We thank you for your gifts, acts
of kindness, on-going generosity, and the way you
help us to live each day to the full. You have a very
special place in our prayers.
With gratitude,

Rosemary Brennan, CSJ
President
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From the Office of
Mission Advancement

Donor Appr

Dear Friends
Welcome to the
Spring 2015 issue of
Connecting! I write to you
in the spirit of gratitude
and remembrance.
I am so grateful to all
of you who have been
working hand-in-hand
with us as we strive for
“unity and reconciliation.”
Through your generous
gifts to the Sisters of St
Joseph of Boston, you are truly our partners, as we
seek to fulfill our mission. Whenever you donate to our
annual appeal, use the envelope in our publications,
sponsor, or attend an event, honor or remember a
loved one with one of our cards, or remember us with
a bequest, you add to the strength and vitality of the
“family of Joseph” caring for our “dear neighbor.”
I am especially honored and humbled by all of
you who have chosen to remember your loved ones
with memorial gifts and tribute gifts to the Sisters of
St. Joseph of Boston. Thank you! In this issue, you
will notice something new. Instead of listing all of
those you have chosen to remember and honor in
the pages of this publication, we have posted them
on our website. This list will be updated each spring.
The current listing includes all of those whom you
have remembered and honored from January 1, 2014
through December 31, 2014. To see the listing, please
go to www.csjboston.org. You will see an alphabetical
listing of the names of those honored and those
memorialized.
Please enjoy this issue of Connecting. As you read
about the ministries and achievements of our sisters,
know that these may not have been possible without
the support and prayers of good people like you.
God bless you all!
Carol Mack
Director of Mission Advancement
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eciation Day 2015
On June 14, 2015,
250 sisters,
associates, and
friends celebrated the
generosity and support
of our donors with a
liturgy and brunch.
Here are some scenes
from the celebration.
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semi-annually by the Office of
Mission Advancement of the
Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston.
Margaret L. Sullivan, CSJ
Council Liaison
Carol Mack, Director
Cheryl Duggan, Coordinator
Mary Black, CSJ, Consultant
Joanne Gallagher, CSJ
Director of Communications
Darlene Rogers
Graphic Designer
Claire Archambault, CSJ
Proofreader
We do not share, rent or sell
our donor list.
Connecting is produced
on recycled paper and with
environmentally friendly inks at low
cost.
The Office of Mission Advancement
makes every effort to list accurately
all information from donors who have
given to the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Boston during the year.
If you find inaccurate information
or want to notify us of a change
of address, please call us at
617-746-2114.
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Sister Jackie Damoiseau

J

by Barbara Scanlon, CSJ

“If today you hear God’s voice, harden not your heart.”
Psalm 63

acqueline was the only child born to John
and Frances Damoiseau in Waltham,
Massachusetts. Her youngest uncle was
only five years older, and they developed a
“somewhat sibling” relationship. This uncle taught
her to ride a bike, and, in turn, Jackie helped
with his paper route. Since both parents worked,
Jackie grew up with a special relationship with
her grandparents, who lived nearby. She was also
close to her grandfather’s sisters, a Sister of St.
Joseph and a Sister of Charity of Convent Station.
A quiet child, a tomboy, Jackie thrived in their bluecollar neighborhood where children played in the
street. It was a place where neighbors watched out
for them, and all followed the time-honored custom
of “coming home when the street lights went on.”
Jackie's schooling began in Waltham Public
Schools, although her parents had attempted
to enroll her in St. Luke’s. After three years, a
place opened up and, for the next five years,
the Dominican Sisters taught Jackie. She was a
serious student and enjoyed classes. After school,
Jackie went to her grandparents’ house where
she recounted the happenings at school, had a
snack, and played “Sorry” with her grandmother
before playing outside or doing homework. More
sharing happened around the supper table with her
parents.

Saint Charles High School was the next
step in her education. Here, there were more
challenges. Jackie was known as the niece of
Sister Dorcas. She took a summer school class
in math, and her aunt was the teacher. Jackie
studied how her aunt taught, how she engaged
students in the learning process, and how she
exercised a calming control within a classroom.
These lessons would be valuable later when
she began her teaching career. For a year
after graduating high school, Jackie worked
at the telephone company. Then, at the age
of nineteen, Jackie entered the Sisters of St.
Joseph.

During this period of the 60s, society in general
and the Church, in particular, experienced both
excitement and turbulence. Jackie, now known as
Sister Theresa St. John, continued to discern her
calling. Experiments in religious formation were
tested. After three years, following her studies,
Sister Jackie received her first assignment
working with young children at Sacred Heart
in Weymouth. She worked in the library and
encouraged youngsters in their love of learning
and reading. Additional studies followed, as well
as a variety of teaching assignments.
6
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"People in
vulnerable
positions, be they
patients, personnel,
or family are the
'dear neighbor'."

At St. Clare High School in Roslindale, Sister
Jackie worked with sisters from other religious
congregations and discovered how much the
values and ideals of these other women were
so like her own. Here she became interested
in technology. With strong encouragement
and mentoring from the Principal,
Karen Hokanson, SND, Sister Jackie studied for
and obtained a master’s degree in Instructional
Technology; these skills she has shared through
many avenues. For example, as an ongoing
member of the CSJ Technology Committee,
Sister Jackie helps various groups to feel more
comfortable in this venue.
This past October, Sister Jackie, along with
approximately twenty other Sisters of St. Joseph
and Associates, made a pilgrimage to France,
the birthplace of the Sisters of St. Joseph.
Her visit to the “convent kitchen", and the spot
where sisters were guillotined during the French
Revolution, profoundly moved Sister Jackie to
appreciate the many women who have gone
before her. This pilgrimage brought to mind an
earlier time when she visited the Holy Land and
walked some of the very paths where Jesus
walked while here among us - to be where these
others have been, to help her continue to focus
her life toward unity and reconciliation.
		 WWW.CSJBOSTON.ORG		

And now, Sister Jackie is employed at Emerson
Hospital. In her role as a switchboard operator, she
is the human, welcoming, knowledgeable, calm
recipient of inquiries laced with anxiety. People in
vulnerable positions, be they patients, personnel, or
family are the “dear neighbor”. Indeed, this ministry
is one of listening to God’s voice and sometimes
being God’s voice to others. †

Pictured left: Sister Jackie (C) and her parents;
Sister Jackie (C) with Sister Dorcas and Sister Evarest.
This page: Sister Jackie during her pilgrimage to France
standing beside a statue of Mother St. John Fontbonne;
Sister Jackie at her present job as switchboard operator.
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Donor Notes

§

We are mourning the loss of our
dear friend, mentor, and teacher,
Marie Doyle. As members of the
Winchester Voice of the Faithful
we have shared many evenings
with Sister Marie these past many
years until she moved to Bethany.
We will miss her wisdom, charity,
optimism and welcoming nature.
God bless the Sisters of
St. Joseph for all you do in the
name of Jesus Christ.
Mary & John Deyst
Arlington, MA

§

Kindly accept this donation in
loving memory of Sister Margo
Shea.We join her family, faith
community, friends and countless
students and others she touched
during the long ministry in giving
thanks for the unconditional
service to her Lord, the Sisters of
St. Joseph and so many in the lay
community of the Catholic Church.
Our prayer today is that Sister
Margo is now resting eternally her well-deserved reward.
John & Maureen Dolan
Sudbury, MA
Enclosed, please find a check
in loving memory of Sister
Pavel Randall, my fourth
grade teacher in 1950 and
my wife’s dear friend for the
past 13 years. She was such
a blessing to us and our sons
and grandchildren and we will
miss her greatly.
Paul & Joan Coakley
Woburn, MA
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2015 Jubilarians
75th – Entered September 8, 1940
1. Waltrude Dennis,CSJ (Waltrude)
2. Monice McManus, CJS (Monice)
3. Mary Condon, CSJ (Benjamin)
2
4. Prudence McCarthy, CSJ (Prudence)

3

1

4

1
14

2

13

3

60th – Entered September 8, 1955
1.Thomas Joseph Bradley, CSJ (Thomas Joseph)
2. Nancy Braceland, CSJ (Ann Bernard)
3. Donata Marie Cardarelli, CSJ (Donata Marie)
4. Lois Connors, CSJ (Marie Paul)
5. Catherine Decker, CSJ (William Francis)
6. Mary Rita Grady, CSJ (Ann Marita)
7. Barbara Hallisey, CSJ (Geraldine)
8. Jeanne Leahy, CSJ (Marie James)
9. Catherine Loughran, CSJ (Saint Kevin)
10. Patricia Malley, CSJ (Mary Matthew)
11. Dionetta McCarthy, CSJ (Dionetta)
12. Ann McNeil, CSJ (Xavier)
13. Marie Nelson, CSJ (Barbara Mary)
14. Ann Marie O’Malley, CSJ (Margaret Joseph)

12

11

10

4

5

6
9

8

7

50th – Entered September 15, 1965

1
2

1. Kathleen McCluskey, CSJ (Paula Christen)
2. Helene Higgins, CSJ (Helen Richard)
3. Kathleen Berube, CSJ (Normand Mary)
3
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Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston Celebrate Family
at the Living the Dream Dinner 2015

I

t was a beautiful evening as 400 guests celebrated “Family” at
our second annual Living the Dream Dinner, April 30, 2015 at
the Seaport Hotel, in Boston. We honored the Hynes Family with
the “Dear Neighbor” award in recognition of their outstanding
contributions to the growth and prosperity of Boston and, especially,
for their generosity to the poor and disenfranchised through their
compassionate philanthropy. This award (designed and crafted by Sister
Adela Rodriguez) was presented by Sister Rosemary Brennan, President,
and accepted by co-chairs, Barry, John, and Tom Hynes. Although he
was not able to attend, Honorary Chair, Jack Hynes, sent greetings via
a televised message. Through the combined leadership of our co-chairs,
hard work of a dedicated committee, and generosity of our sponsors
and guests, this evening raised $650,000. These funds will be used for
our sisters and their ministries to continue Living the Dream of unity and
reconciliation.
After enjoying cocktails, appetizers, and the talent of pianist Sister
Florence Kahler dinner began with a blessing offered by Sister
Maureen Doherty. Following dinner, Sister Rosemary expressed
gratitude on behalf of all the sisters for the tremendous love and support
responsible for the success of the dinner. Master of Ceremonies, Mike
Sheehan, orchestrated a lively program that featured guest speaker,
Kristen McCosh. Kristen riveted the audience with her account of how our
sisters, led by Sister Ellen Pumphret, as principal of Mount St. Joseph
Academy, accommodated her after a spinal injury from a diving accident,
so that her education might continue. This experience helped her launch
a successful career as an advocate for persons with a disability. We
premiered our video, “Connecting Neighbor with Neighbor and Neighbor
with God,” spotlighting Sisters Pat Andrews, Cathy Clifford, and Mary
O’Rourke. This video invited the audience to witness the ministries and
passion of these dedicated sisters. Speaking movingly in the video about
the impact of the sister’s ministry in their lives were Kara Kolwitz, Miriam
Paz, and Donna Sardello. (If you wish to see this video and more photos
from this event please visit our website www.csjboston.org)
Sister Gail Donahue concluded the presentations when she spoke of
how honored she was to be a Sister of St Joseph, and explained that all
who join us in our mission, including those in the audience, were part of
the extended “Family of Joseph”. As a final blessing to all in attendance,
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston stood, and in unison, sang Sancte
Joseph. A perfect ending to a perfect evening!
We wish to thank our sponsors, co-chairs, our committee, the Seaport
Hotel, Carol McKean, our guests, and all who supported this event.
It would have been impossible without you!
Mark your calendars and save the date April 27, 2016 for
“Living the Dream 2016.”
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Pictured above: Sister Rosemary Brennan,
Sister Maureen Doherty and Mike
Sheehan, Master of Ceremonies.
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Pictured: top down, left to right: Sister
Rosemary Brennan, Tom Hynes, Barry
Hynes, Carol Mack, and John Hynes; the
Hynes family; Sister Ellen Pumphret and
guest speaker Kristen McCosh; Sister
Gail Donohue; Miram Paz and Sister Pat
Andrews; Kara Kolwitz and Sister Cathy
Clifford; the Sisters of St. Joseph singing
Sancte Joseph; and Donna Sardello with
Sister Mary O'Rourke.
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Casserly House by Anna Ryan, Boston 14 Saint Joseph's University

C

asserly House is currently
staffed by Sister Nancy
Braceland, Anna Ryan,
a member of the Jesuit
Volunteer Corps (JVC), and
Jim McCarthy, a member of
the Ignatian Volunteer Corps.
Casserly House relies on the
wonderful generosity of many
volunteers who come regularly to
teach English to adults or assist
children with their homework. Recently, these comments
from Anna were featured in the JVC blog.
“. . . I work at Casserly House, a neighborhood education
center in Roslindale, where we provide adult English
language and literacy classes, an after-school program
and participate in community-building initiatives. Our
morning adult students come from across the globe
- about 20 different countries speaking ten different
languages. Each day I am challenged to re-conceptualize
what it means to communicate with our students, some
of whom don’t know much English beyond being able to
share their name and where they are from. And somehow,
despite frustrations presented daily, I have developed the
most meaningful relationships with the students who have
the smallest English knowledge, with those students with
whom it is most difficult to conventionally communicate.
I have learned a million things about communication this
year, and perhaps the most important has been through
acknowledging the significance and power of nonverbal
communication. A smile goes a long way, particularly in
building confidence, courage, and community within the
immigrant population. . . .These small interactions with the
morning students each day illuminate the power in simple
connections shared between two people. Some students
who had little English when we met in August speak up
more in class now; their increasing confidence is hard to
overlook and I am proud of the growth they have achieved.
My friendships with our morning students are a few of
the many ways in which I have been humbled to become
part of the Casserly House community this year. We do
not save or help or serve or transform. Rather, we bear
witness to the powerful transformation that occurs within
persons when they are unconditionally welcomed. We
grow together when we share a smile, a hug, a word of
encouragement. We build each other up.” †

12

Pictured top down: Anna (L) with Sister Nancy Braceland
(R) and a Casserly House student at the ESOL
Recognition Ceremony; Anna with an after-school student
and Representative Liz Malia; Anna leading Chistmas
carols this past December.

To learn more about Casserly House visit us at
www.casserlyhouse.org/.
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The Literacy Connection

by Pat Andrews, CSJ

J

anuary 2015 started with an unexpected
challenge for The Literacy Connection - a
hot water pipe broke on New Year's Day
flooding the teaching and administrative
space and destroying 15 years' worth of teaching
materials. Finding other "nooks and crannies"
throughout the Motherhouse to use as instructional
space allowed the vital English language and
citizenship programs to continue with only a brief
interruption. The restored space is "better than
new" and fully operational. Sister Pat Andrews
offers a heartfelt "Thank You" to all who responded
with their generous donations to the news of the
flood.
On the heels of the flood came a request from
Mayor Marty Walsh's office. Would Sister Pat
Andrews, Director of the Literacy Connection,
give the invocation at Mayor Walsh's first State of
the city message on January 13, 2015? Yes! The
mayor also invited 20 new citizens (graduates of
the Literacy Connection program) to recite the
Pledge of Allegiance at the ceremony. It was a
great honor for these new citizens and The Literacy
Connection. Solving the transportation challenge,
Sister Rosemary Brennan, President and Maureen
Doherty, Assistant President, borrowed vans and
personally drove the participants to the ceremony.
Hearing the fervor with which these new citizens
recited the pledge gave new meaning to the
familiar words.
In his thank you letter to Sister Pat, Mayor
Walsh wrote, "Thank you for all you did to facilitate
the participation of newly naturalized and future
citizens in the Pledge of Allegiance. I appreciate
all the good work that you are doing each and
every day fighting for social justice and the
residents of Boston who are experiencing poverty
and who are working towards becoming citizens
of the United States of America. Your dedication
and commitment to serving others is a model for
others."
To learn more about The Literacy Connection
or to make a gift, visit us on the web at
www.csjboston.org under our Congregation
ministries.
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Pictured above: Damage to The
Literacy Connection. The Literacy
Connection students who recently
received their citizenship with Sisters
Pat Andrews and Rose Canney.
Insert: Students reciting the Pledge
of Allegiance at Symphony Hall.
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Connections, Layers, Patterns – All is One
by Joanne Gallagher, CSJ

A
"

ll life is connected. I think in images. Where
I’ve lived, the people I’ve lived with are a part
of me. These connections are an important part
“
of what enables me to be and do.” With these
words, Sister Ann Marie Grady captured the essence of
the relationships that have shaped her life.
Sister Ann Marie, affectionately called “Anno” by friends,
grew up in Medford and Somerville with her parents and
sister, Mary Rita, who is also a Sister of St. Joseph. Their
parents were actively involved in their local parish and
enjoyed people. Both sisters attended Mount St. Joseph
Academy. Sister Ann Marie entered the Congregation in
1957, two years after her sister, Mary Rita.
Sister Ann Marie attended Regis College, where she
majored in Latin and Greek. The University of St. Michael’s
College, Toronto, the first place to offer advanced degrees
in theology to women, is where Ann Marie earned her
Masters of Arts in Theology with a focus on scripture.
While in Toronto, she had the good fortune of being
introduced to the thought of Pierre Teihard de Chardin, SJ.
He wrote, ". . . the human person . . . must build - starting
with the most natural territory of his [sic] own self - a
work, an opus, into which something enters from all.”
He continued, “My self is given to me far more than it
is formed by me.”¹ Reflecting on this, Sister Ann Marie
comments, “When you think about it, there’s a lot that is
given that we’re simply responding to, and there are things
that are beyond us, too.”
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In 1966, Sister Ann Marie began teaching theology
at Regis College in Weston and Framingham. It
was here that Sister Julia Ford introduced her
to the overhead projector – remember those?! “I
taught visually,” Sister Ann Marie recalls. “I used
transparencies to layer things. Perhaps my ‘layered
world’ started back then.”
Inspired by a presentation by Donis Dondis on
“visual literacy” at Boston College in the 1970s,
Sister Ann Marie began studying at Boston University
to acquire a Masters in Educational Media and
Technology. The degree enabled her to integrate
visual literacy into teaching religious studies. “Try to
imagine the technology of this era,” Sister Ann Marie
explains, “The video was a huge tape recorder carried
on your shoulder. Everything was black and white.
As technologies changed, I continued to incorporate
more of it into teaching. Eventually, Regis created a
darkroom, started a communication department, and I
was asked to teach a course on visual literacy.”

". . . .You cannot use solutions
from yesterday, you need
the skills that allow you
to respond to tomorrow or
wherever you’re at now.
You go out as an explorer.”
Sister Ann Marie continued, “One course at BU
was titled: "A systems approach to the design of a
mediated curriculum" – really! What I discovered
was that I had been telling students the connections
they needed. I came to recognize the only skill this
required was to memorize what I suggested. Suddenly
everything changed as I realized they needed to
make the connections themselves. Until the 1990s, I
had taught in both the theology and communication
departments. When the president of Regis asked
me to put my energies into one area, I chose
communication. What I love about the visual is that it’s
always new. You cannot use solutions from yesterday,
you need the skills that allow you to respond to
tomorrow or wherever you’re at now. You go out as an
explorer.”
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In 1977, Regis College was celebrating its 50th Anniversary.
Sister Ann Marie was part of a group that collaborated to
create a multi-media presentation. The show was multi-image
in the style of “Where’s Boston?” The group called themselves
MACJEM Productions² – this came from the first letter of each
committee member’s name! It celebrated Regis College’s
heritage.
In the late 1990s and early 2000s, in response to a request
from the president, Sheila Megley, RSM, Sister Ann Marie and
Sister Judith Costello created programs for Regis’s Annual
St. Joseph Day celebration. With the assistance of a Kaneb
Grant, the sisters traveled to the archives of the Sisters of St.
Joseph in Lyon and LePuy, France. With design assistance
from Michelle Barczykowski, an exhibit celebrating 350 years
of the Sisters of St. Joseph was created.³
The opportunity for sabbaticals was an important
opportunity to adapt and grow. For Sister Ann Marie’s first
sabbatical, she photographed two deaf and blind students
at The Perkins School. “It made me so aware of what light
does,” she said. In 1994, she created an art exhibit titled
“Layered Worlds: The Look of Alzheimer’s.” Sister Ann Marie's
mother had lived with Alzheimer’s for about ten years. Sister
wanted to make a visual statement that might impact views
and influence legislation that would provide more funding for
research and find new solutions for diseases.4
A few years ago, Sister Ann Marie retired after 42 years
at Regis College. She approaches retirement with a broad
vision of “a time of life that gives you the time to do things you
couldn’t do when working full-time.” A few of her “retirement”
activities include visiting our sisters at Bethany Health Care
Center and designing a book that joined photography with
haiku by Sister Frances Agnes Blake, a resident of Bethany.
She serves on the board of the Spellman Museum of Stamps
& Postal History and offers workshops in photography to the
New England Communicators for Women Religious. Sister
Ann Marie helps small organizations design logos and is
currently working on a project with Sister Cathy Clifford to
share the CSJ spirit with Marian High School parents.
For Sister Ann Marie, each day is new. “Self, others, the
world, God – all is connected. If you bump into one, you bump
into all. Connections, layers, patterns are a part of life. We
discover patterns that recur in nature. Do these not echo the
patterns of our lives – love and joy, sorrow and loss, support
and friendship? What do we discover each day?” †
¹Pierre Teihlard de Chardin, SJ, The Divine Milieu An Essay on the Interior Life, ©
Perennial Classics, 2001 first published 1957, pg 77, 66
²MACJEM: Margaret William McCarthy, csj, Ann Grady, csj, Catherine Meade, csj,
Joan Murray, Edwina Hughes, Marie deSales Dinneen, csj.
³Materials from this exhibit are displayed on the walls of the main corridor of College
Hall at Regis College.
4Some images from that exhibit are displayed at the office of the Alzheimer’s
Association in Watertown, MA.
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A Place at The Women's Table

O

n May 20th, 2015, 150 well-wishers gathered to support and
celebrate the work of The Women’s Table at the annual fundraising
event, “A Place at the Women’s Table.” Guests enjoyed a cocktail
hour and delicious appetizers as they reconnected with friends and
neighbors. They had the opportunity to purchase beautiful Women’s Table
bracelets lovingly crafted by Advisory Committee member, Sharon Gouveia.
Honored at this event was Sister Carlotta Gilarde, a Sister of St. Joseph
of Boston for 61 years. She was presented with the “Heart and Sole Award”
for her tireless work in multiple ministries, including The Women’s Table.
The Women's Table Director, Mary Rita Weschler, CSJA, highlighted Sister
Carlotta’s outreach and support to Maria and her family, who are
originally from Peru. She also read a tribute from a mother who
poignantly described Sister Carlotta’s ministry to her son who was
battling cancer over a ten-year period,
and how important this was to him and his
family.
Our second honoree, Carol Kolenik,
Director of the Harvard Workforce Program,
received the “Community Bridge Builder
Award.” Carol received the award for
her constant efforts to forge connections
between community organizations, and to
unite and connect people with people, and
people with meaningful resources. Carol
spoke with conviction that organizations
needed to work together to find solutions
and provide help for those in need, which
will result in a better, more compassionate
community.
Sister Zita Fleming was very surprised
to receive a beautiful spring bouquet in
recognition of her constant support and
unceasing advocacy for The Women’s Table.
The evening closed with a lively auction
of roses facilitated by our auctioneer, Carol
Mack, Director of Mission Advancement for
the Sisters of St Joseph of Boston. The guests
had a great time and raised over $15,000 to
support the programs and services of The
Women’sTable.
Mary Rita, on behalf of the Advisory
Committee, thanks the sponsors, volunteers,
attendees, supporters, and all who donated
food and beverages for “A Place at The
Women’s Table!”
To see more photos of this event, learn
more about The Women’s Table or to make a
gift, please visit us online at
www.thewomenstable.org.

by Mary Rita Weschler, CSJA
Director of The Women's Table

Pictured: A glimpse of a wonderful evening.
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Re-Treat Yourself!

A

by Joan M. McCarthy, CSJ, Director
St. Joseph Retreat Center

“The beauty of creation bears witness to God because I know that God is close to me;
I need only to look out of my window to see God’s presence manifested.”
St. Augustine

t St. Joseph Retreat Center I often feel overwhelmed by the
revelations experienced by glancing through one of its
one-hundred windows. The beauty of creation here is
inescapable and inexhaustible.
To the east is Minot Lighthouse, which nightly blinks its 1-4-3,
the “I love you” signal. It awakens my delight and gratitude to
a faithful, gratuitously loving God.The surf pounds the dark
boulders and smooths the rough edges of cliffs and stones
while rhythmically chanting a divine song of blessed, endless
assurance, especially in life’s troubled waters.Gazing upon
the labyrinth, I pray to travel daily aware of my Center,
whose Spirit dwells within, luring me to love and sustaining
me on the journey. By day, the expansive, blue sky
touches the horizon of the deep blue ocean and by night
it explodes into thousands of stars and amazement at the
vastness of creation and time without end. A weathered
statue of St. Joseph, the faithful husband, the humble
man of dreams and visions welcomes all who enter this
haven longing with eager to receive God’s surprises.
To each of you, thank you for your support. You enable
us to feed the spiritually hungry and to welcome the
physically and emotionally thirsty to Living Water. The
center is generally filled to capacity and guests, like me,
re-discover God, who is and always has been so close, so
loving, so actively laboring on our behalf.
God waits for our attention. God beckons us to see. God
longs to reveal. God delights when we look forward and
re-treat ourselves to divine wonders! †
To learn more about St. Joseph Retreat Center visit:
www.csjretreatcenter.org/.
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Sister Joan Duffyby Barbara Scanlon, CSJ
“I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.”

T

Psalm 27

he Duffy Family
of Brighton,
Massachusetts
welcomed their
second child into their
lives and named her
Joan, which in Hebrew
means “gift from God”.
Two more children
joined the household,
and many happy memories
were created growing up in a
multigenerational family. Daily
life was punctuated by conversations, visits with
relatives and neighbors, and participation in parish
events. Sunday dinners were a highlight of the
week! Much like the family dinners portrayed
in the television drama “Blue Bloods,” Joan
remembers her parents, John Henry and Mary,
enjoying the visits of their grandchildren as her
mother prepared their favorite meals with special
desserts, and her father spent time with them in
his garden. A very special visitor was Mrs. Duffy’s
brother, a Franciscan priest who often stayed with
the family while giving retreats and missions in
local churches. In this home, Joan Duffy learned
and honed her skills in generous hospitality and
attentive listening, skills that serve her well to this
day!
Joan attended Saint Columbkille School and
participated in C.Y.O. and other parish activities
designed to engage the youth of high school age.
This involvement grew into a deeper faith and love
of her rich, vibrant, and inviting parish community.
The annual Cantata was enjoyed year after year.
Teachers in the elementary, middle, and high
schools were the Sisters of St. Joseph and Joan
observed, learned from, and decided to join them.
She was a good student and had the desire to
serve God and others. So, at age seventeen, Joan,
along with four other young women from Saint
Columkille Parish, went to Framingham to begin
life as a Sisters of St. Joseph. Five women from
one parish - that was unusual!
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Time in the novitiate passed quickly. Joan learned
many things and received the name, Sister John
Miriam, by which she was known during her early
religious life. Her first experience as a teacher was
with roughly fifty or so twelve-year-old youngsters
in Winthrop. Other school assignments to teach
mathematics and physics followed. While a part-time
faculty member in the Math Department at Regis
College, Joan also served as the Administrator of
the Regis College Research Center - a work-study
project with Hanscom Air Force Base involving
scientific research using Regis students to compile
data. Sister Joan’s teaching career was earmarked
by a deep respect for all those with whom she
interacted, and these “dear neighbors” in turn deeply
respected the soft-spoken teacher and friend.
A time came (after Vatican II) when the Sisters
of St. Joseph asked Sister Joan to replace a
long-tenured sister as Treasurer. Throughout the
country, sisters assigned to similar positons in
their congregations were gathering and learning
necessary skills for these roles. For seven years,
Sister Joan represented the Congregation and
developed leadership in the field, which resulted in
her becoming a national consultant to other religious
congregations and enhanced her knowledge of,
and respect for, women in a variety of places. A
camaraderie developed among them that is a larger
circle of the “dear neighbor”.
In 1994, Sister Joan’s leadership skills were
called upon by the membership of the Sisters
of St. Joseph. She was elected to Leadership
in the Congregation as a General Councilor.
Locally, Joan’s expertise was sought in important
archdiocesan discussions about sisters’ stipends
and continuing care. A deeper spirituality grew
within Sister Joan since much emphasis was
placed on prayer for guidance as various groups
tackled difficult issues involving all religious, and the
Archdiocese. New ministries blossomed within the
Congregation. More outreach to the vulnerable “dear
neighbor” was envisioned and actualized. Casserly
House and Bethany Hill School are examples of this
outreach.
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Pictured L-R: 2000-2006 CSJ Leadership Team, Sisters
Peggy Sullivan, Mary L. Murphy, Joan Duffy, Mary Ellen
O'Connell, Betty Cawley, Peggy Nichols, and Ellen
Pumphret.

Then, in 2000, Sister Joan was called to be
president of the Congregation. With prayer and
reflection, she agreed to companion the sisters
in this special relationship. Many changes and
decisions occurred during the years 2000 - 2006.
The renovation of the Motherhouse into an
environmentally sound residence was a learning
experience. Encouragement of the associates
marked these times. Some powerfully sad
moments were lived, endured, and graced. At
no time did Sister Joan’s trust in God and God's
support of the sisters ever waver.
In 2006, freed of leadership responsibilities,
Joan deepened her own spirituality, began offering
spiritual direction, and engaged in retreat ministry.
Today, Sister Joan continues to companion those
desirous of deepening their relationship with a
loving God in her ministry of spiritual direction.
She is blessed in her ministry as a retreat director
at Saint Joseph Retreat Center in Cohasset,
Miramar Retreat Center in Duxbury, and at
Bethany Health Care Center in Framingham.
Throughout her life, Sister Joan has experienced
and invited others to know "of the goodness of
God in the land of the living." †

Pictured above: Sister Joan working as treasurer with the late Sisters Catherine Kinsella and
Leo Dolan; Sister Joan, as president of the Congregation, speaking at a community event;
Sister Joan's family, L-R Mary and Jack Duffy, Sister Joan, Claire Duffy and husband Russ
Anderson, Maureen (Joan's sister) and her husband Frank Broderick.
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If you do not wish to receive future CONNECTING mailings, please return your address label to us,
and we will remove your name from all of our mailings.

PASS

US

ALONG

When you finish with this issue of Connecting please PASS US ALONG. So many good people
do not receive our mailings, but are connected in some way to the Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston.
It is our hope that you will encourage others to read about the sisters and their ministries. When you
PASS US ALONG, you will be passing along good news.
If you have received Connecting from a friend, and would like to join our mailing list visit the
news and events page on our website at www.csjboston.org.

All Occasion Cards

Blank inside

All card donations provide for the
retirement needs of our sisters,
many of whom volunteer in
ministries.
Call Cheryl Duggan at
617-746-2114
to order cards.
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Thinking of You
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