CSJ Profile:

Following the Thread Weaving Through Her Life

an interview with Maryann Enright, CSJ

All this was transpiring at the cusp of Vatican II.
Change was happening. Habits, prayer books, theology
– it was a shift that was a large conversion – the letting
go of everything. “Scripture, sacraments, and spirituality
that flowed from Vatican II became my focus, first, at
Fontbonne Academy, where I chaired the Theology
Department from 69’ – 77’ and then as the CSJ
Vocation Director during Sister A. Catherine Murphy's
leadership,” said Maryann. During that time, Maryann
was also a member of the After Care Program at a
local women’s prison, which inspired her to companion
three women who were re-entering society from
Left: Maryann relaxes while knitting.
incarceration. She currently volunteers at MCI,
Framingham and continues to work with these women.
aryann Enright, CSJ led a simple life,
After seven years, Maryann was asked to join the
growing up with her Irish immigrant
Archdiocesan Office of Spiritual Development. But,
parents and two younger brothers. Her
in 1991, everything changed for her. “While I was still
family was grounded in faith, prayed
in spiritual development, I attended a congregation
the rosary every evening, and went to church each
meeting. We were being educated in the New Story
Sunday. She attended St. Clement School, Somerville,
and on our Corporate Stance for the Earth. I was
for twelve years, surrounded by the Sisters of St.
Joseph. “They taught, coached, and mentored me. From looking out the window and had the most phenomenal
experience – with the Earth moving! Until that
early on I was in awe of their generous service,” said
moment, the Earth was static for me, an object, a
Maryann. “During the school year, I filled my time
thing. I heard nothing else for the rest of the day. I
with science, basketball, and work. Though, unlike my
cohorts of friends, I went to Mass each morning before just stayed with the Earth is a living being. I knew this
infatuation needed exploration,” said Maryann. She
school. During this time, a relationship with God was
continued, “I began exploring workshops, attending
deepening and developing. Whatever I was moving
conferences, and reading. One particularly challenging
towards (at the time I thought it was science and
book by Thomas Berry, “Dream of the Earth,” led me to
research) would be for the good of humanity.”
request a sabbatical. I went to Genesis Farm, NJ, and
Not realizing she wanted to become a sister, the
was bombarded with experiences. My personal goal
subtle and consistent invitation to consider a life of
and challenge was to explore, within and without, any
service came together. The quality of the relationships
with those whom the sisters served inspired Maryann. possible interfacing between the scientific story and the
She entered the Congregation in 1958, at the age of 18. Jesus story.”
It was a lonely time, because Maryann felt she was the
Maryann taught 6th grade during her
only one in this space, letting go of significant beliefs and
first few ministries. Then her love
images that had nurtured her spiritual life for decades.
for science took second place to
But it was also a powerful time of discovery for her.
the Classics. She reflected, “Sister
Though the experience had its pain, what emerged in
Anna Mary Kelly told me the
Congregation needed Latin majors, her and what continues to emerge is a God so much
so I was sent to Regis and majored larger, so much more available, and with so much
in Latin and Greek. I then received Presence. Maryann said, “The result after sabbatical
was a whole new relationship with the Divine. At this
an invitation to study Theology at
moment, there were three major shifts;Vatican II, the
the Catholic University of America.
Earth moving, and my sabbatical.”
What a gift! It was an exciting time; it
was the beginning of a clear thread weaving through
my life.”
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Over time, the needs of Fontbonne Academy had
changed. They were moving to the upper campus,
and Maryann was asked to assist with students, so
they would not fall through the cracks during this
transition. That was fourteen years ago. Today, Maryann
is Assistant to Administration, which includes leading
Grade 10 Guidance and moderating Peer Education.
She finds herself involved in almost all committees
that involve students. Maryann brings her knowledge
and love of the Earth to Fontbonne. Recycling bins are
in every room. The girls are committed to using their
water bottles at the filtered water fountain. She and
some students made herb boxes this past summer,
and they are talking about composting and a possible
vegetable garden in the near future. The thread that
had deepened and developed throughout Maryann’s
life is, with her blessing, being passed on to another
generation.

Maryann on her sabbatical at Genesis Farm.

In 1994, the Congregation asked Maryann to
serve in Leadership. It was a time for her to inspire
others to the same accessibility to God that she was
experiencing – it was a time of influence. Maryann said,
“I was in charge of those areas that would touch on
hospitality, spirituality, and vocation, a grace time for
me.” During her last two years of leadership, Maryann
worked closely with the Vocation/Formation Team,
constantly addressing places for new members to
live. The team came up with the idea of a hospitality
house, created a brochure, and held meetings to see if
there was interest. In 2000, Maryann, along with four
other CSJs established the first Hospitality House in
Forest Hills. “It was the beginning of an organic garden,
composting, and recycling. The thread was still weaving
through my ministries.”

Maryann speaking with Fontbonne Academy students.

What does the Year of Consecrated
Life mean to you?
"I celebrate this Year of Consecrated Life with the
largeness of the Divine, who is revealed in every
aspect of life. It is calling me to a renewed sense of
reverence for any life that is devalued. We pray for
every dear neighbor without distinction. Our sister
members of LCWR witness to this consistently and
are encouraging me to seek a deeper life present in
every experience. It feels like we are living with and
into Mystery, rather than trying to solve it." †
Current Hospitality House residents: Sisters
Mary Ann Crowley, Peggy Rooney, Maryann Enright,
and Mary Theresa O'Reilly.
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