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Year of Consecrated Life: It’s About the Poor
by Rosemary Brennan, CSJ, President

It’s about the poor!” This statement is not from 
Pope Francis, but a Boston CSJ, who long before 
the new pope arrived in Rome, consistently had 
set her life’s focus on those in need and how 

she and we could respond. Of course, the call to be 
attentive to the poor, the marginalized, and those in 
need is as old as humanity and well-affirmed in the 
Scriptures. 

Jesus often used parables to educate and try to shift the 
paradigm within his own culture to one of compassion. 
The parable of the Good Samaritan is one such 
example.  As we know, a Samaritan, an outcast in society, 
is the one who stopped and assisted the victim who 
was robbed, beaten, and left to die. The High Priest and 
Levite passed by justifying their decision on the purity 
rules of their religion. Jesus does not tell this parable to 
ridicule the Levite or High Priest who presumed their 
holiness would be tainted by attending to the victim, 
but to try to shift the paradigm from purity rules to 
one of compassion. “Jesus’ social vision was centered in 
compassion and rooted in the Spirit of God. For Jesus 
and St. Paul, life in the Spirit begins a deepening process 
of internal transformation whose central quality is 
compassion. Indeed, growth in compassion is the sign of 
growth in the life of the Spirit.”¹

This, I believe, is the social vision to which Pope Francis 
calls all humanity, in particular, women and men religious 
during this Year of Consecrated Life. The call to “wake 
up the world” is a call to create compassionate spaces 
in order to allow God’s Spirit to emerge. “Living the 
present with passion means becoming experts in 
communion, witnesses and architects of the plan for 
unity, which is the crowning point of human history 
in God’s design. . . .We are called to offer a concrete 
model of community which, by acknowledging the 
dignity of each person and sharing our respective gifts, 
make it possible to live as sisters and brothers.”² 

We do this by living “the mysticism of encounter, which 
entails the ability to hear, to listen to other people; and 
the ability to seek together ways and means”³ to build a 
compassionate community of welcome. 

We too, like Jesus, are about trying to shift the paradigm 
of our culture to one of compassion always being 
mindful “it’s about the poor.” † 

¹Marcus J. Borg, Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time, Harper Collins, 1995, 
   p. 61
²The Apostolic Letter of His Holiness Pope Francis to All Consecrated  
   People, p. 4 

“

 Pictured: Charlotte Gulino, CSJ, tutoring a Casserly House student.
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by Joanne Gallagher, CSJ, Director of Communications

Be Attentive to What is 
        Pulsing with Possibility

On Wednesday mornings, a group of sisters, 
associates, and ministry partners who work 
in our administrative offices gather for staff 
prayer at our Motherhouse.  A few weeks 

ago, as the introduction to this issue was percolating 
in my prayer, we reflected on these words based 
on Isaiah 62:3-5, “All that you ask is for us to stop 
whatever it is we think we’re doing and be who we are: 
the mind of the planet fetching a new future, your heart 
pulsing with possibility.”¹  

As Pope Francis ushered in the Year of Consecrated 
Life,² he encouraged us to be who we are. He stated 
that the year “challenges us to examine our fidelity to 
the mission entrusted to us.  Are our ministries, our 
works and our presence consonant with what the 
Spirit asked of our founders and foundresses? . . . The 
entire community can join in finding new ways of living 
the gospel and responding more effectively to the need 
for witness and proclamation.” 

Cover quote: Bruce Sanguin, If Darwin 
Prayed, Prayers for Evolutionary Mystics, pg. 
113, Vancouver, B.C., Vancouver Desktop 
Publishing Centre

The recent issue of “The Occasional Papers”³ reflects 
on Leadership in the Middle Space. The authors write, 
“…with the belief that these times call us to be 
attentive to what is emerging in our lives. . . ”; to be 
attentive to what is pulsing with possibility.  

It is our hope that this issue of Soundings gives witness 
to hearts "pulsing with possibility," to our fidelity to 
the mission entrusted to us and how it is being lived 
out in “new ways of living the gospel and responding 
more effectively to what is emerging.”4 From Fontbonne 
Convent to Fontbonne Academy, from Bethany Health 
Care Center to the Streets of Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, from various CSSJ congregations across the 
country, it is amazing how much is converging and 
evolving. May we . . . “keep ourselves open and available 
for the possibility of something entirely new and 
unanticipated to emerge.”5 †

¹Bruce Sanguin, If Darwin Prayed, Prayers for Evolutionary Mystics  
  pg. 113, Vancouver, B.C., Vancouver Desktop Publishing Centre
²Apostolic Letter of his holiness Pope Frances to all consecrated people 
on the occasion of the Year of Consecrated Life, November 2013
³The Occasional Papers, The Leadership Conference of Women Religious,  
  Winter 2015, pg. 2 
4Apostolic Letter of Pope Francis, op. cit.
5Occassional Papers, op.cit. pg.5
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by Pat Andrews, CSJ, and Julia Fitzpatrick, CSJ

Immigration Update:  
 What will Pope Francis Say?

While the northeast was battling record 
breaking snow accumulations in February, a 
number of other newsworthy events were 
taking place - among these were: 

•	 Pope Francis accepted the invitation to address 
the U.S. Congress in September, 2015 while  
visiting the United States.

•	 Bishop Kicanas of Arizona, on behalf of the  
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
addressed the House Committee on Immigration and 
Border Security reiterating the Church’s position on 
Immigration Reform. 

•	 Speaker of the House Boehner announced the 
possibility of a shutdown of the Department of 
Homeland Security on February 27th due to a 
Congressional impasse over immigration stipulations 
added to the funding bill.

The Department of Homeland Security [DHS] was 
created in the aftermath of the September 11 terrorist 
attacks and is responsible for ensuring the safety and 
security of the United States from terrorist attacks 
and other disasters. Because oversight of immigration 
matters and the Naturalization process comes under the 
DHS’ sphere of action, DHS funding is being challenged. 
House Republicans have added stipulations prohibiting 
the executive actions proposed by President Obama in 
November 2014, which would permit undocumented 
parents of US citizen children to apply for relief from 
deportation and for work authorization. The president’s 
executive action would relieve the worry of four million 
children (US Citizens) with one or both undocumented 
parents who live each day in fear of losing a parent. 
It’s also worth mentioning that every President since 
Dwight Eisenhower has taken executive action to 
protect immigrants - including the undocumented. Senate 
Democrats would like to see a “clean bill” on funding  
DHS without attaching anti-immigration provisions to it.

The USCCB’s testimony before the House Sub-
committee on Immigration and Border Security urged 
lawmakers to work for Comprehensive Immigration 
Reform which includes: earned legalization, family 
unification, workers’ rights, due process concerns, and 
root causes of migration rather than enforcement-only 
actions. The bills that are before this Committee call for 
the repeal of DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals). This affects some 600,000 young people and 
repeals the protections for unaccompanied minors in 
effect since 2008 for crossing the border into the US.  
It seems some members of Congress would like these 
repealed due to the 
surge of children 
who came to the 
US from Central 
America last spring 
and the passage 
of the SAFE Act 
(Secure and Fortify 
Enforcement) which 
would criminalize 
undocumented 
persons and  those 
who assist them, e.g., 
hospital workers, 
literacy programs, 
soup kitchens, etc.

Photo: People showing support at the March for 
Children rally held this past August in Boston. 

It is estimated that there are some 11.2 million 
unauthorized persons living in the United States. Most 
come from countries struggling with severe poverty 
and devastating violence.  When we look at root causes 
of migration, do we honestly look at the impact our 
nation’s political, economic, and military policies have on 
the reasons people are compelled to leave their home 
countries?

Continue Reading at your own risk!
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that promote the mission and spirit of the 
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Have we come to the point of no return when talking about immigration 
reform?  We find ourselves debating the same elements over and over 
again. Yet, nothing changes! Maybe, just maybe, it is time to ask other 
questions and delve into the "underside" of the immigration question. 
For Christians with a personal and communal social justice conscience, 
this could be very unsettling. We must be able to stand in an “unbiased 
and open” position while uncovering the truths and root causes that 
have changed American attitudes regarding immigration.  

As noted in Border-Lines,¹ Immigration has become a toxic issue in the 
United States. Serious economic crises have increased stress in families 
across the nation. Immigrants have been dehumanized as the issue is 
analyzed in a reactionary way. Scapegoating of undocumented workers 
causes many hardships. Racial attacks against immigrants and Latinos 
have reached historic highs. Families are separated. Both Latinos and 
undocumented workers suffer high wage theft, death, and injuries at 
work.

We need a systemic approach to this crisis. There are many definitions 
of systemic change. Perhaps the broadest is “change that pervades 
all parts of a system, taking into account the interrelationships and 
interdependencies among those parts.”² US economic policy is a major 
factor that pushes people out of Mexico. Reasoned analysis shows a 
strong relationship between NAFTA³ and the economic peril of Mexico, 
which, in turn, creates migration to the United States. It’s time to 
re-evaluate NAFTA and enact an interim solution to integrate 
unauthorized workers in the US.  A re-evaluation of the NAFTA treaty 
(and possible solution to the problem/dilemma of unauthorized workers 
coming across the border to work in the US) will re-establish the 
opportunity equilibrium that will keep Mexicans in their homeland, give 
others a reason to return home, and make the economies of the entire 
region stronger.4 

In light of this, what might Pope Francis have to say to us when he 
speaks to Congress? From one who has spoken about the “globalization 
of indifference” to the plight of refugees, of the vulnerability of the poor, 
and “the cult of greed”, will we hear what Francis has to say?†

¹Border-lines – http://www.ciponline.org/programs/transborder-project
²https://systemicchange.wordpress.com/systemicchange/
³NAFTA, North American Free Trade Agreement
4Labor Council for Latin American Advancement: Disposable Workers: Immigration after 
 NAFTA and the Nation’s Addiction to Cheap Labor

"Maybe, just maybe, 
it is time to ask other 

questions and delve into 
the underside of the 

immigration question."

Photo: People showing support at the March for 
Children rally held this past August in Boston. 
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CSJA Profile: Feeling Blessed and  
 Living by Her Choices an interview with Mary Mahoney, CSJA

Mary Mahoney, CSJA, celebrating her 92nd 
birthday this month, feels blessed to have 
chosen how she wants to live, and is able 
to live by her choices. 

Born in Brookline, MA, she is the oldest of five children. 
Her family is quite religious; her mother’s brother was 
a Jesuit and was very involved with the family. Mary has 
practiced these learned values throughout her life. 
Mary attended elementary school at Mount Alvernia 
Academy in Newton, Notre Dame Academy in Roxbury, 
and then majored in English at Emmanuel College in 
Boston.  After Emmanuel, she was on the editorial staff 
of the Archdiocesan newspaper, The Pilot, and was 

responsible for writing book reviews and articles. “I 
was very lucky. I had handled some of the publicity for 
Emmanuel. I would go around to all the newspapers to 
deliver the press releases. Because of this exposure, I 
was offered a job at the Pilot just before graduation,” 
said Mary.

“I met my husband in the first grade; we went to 
Mount Alvernia Academy together. Then we both 
attended different schools. After college, when I was 
working in Boston, we met when getting off the 
streetcar by Boston College. He said, “Want to go 
out?” and that was that.

Mary worked six years at The Pilot, a Catholic 
newspaper, until she and her husband married. They 
first lived in Worcester and began a family after moving 
to Newton. “We had a small house in Newton, and all 
of a sudden we had all these children, five in all,” she 
said, “so we moved to Wellesley.”  Aside from taking 
care of the now eight children, Mary taught CCD 
at Saint James Parish in Wellesley. Drawing from the 
education she received at Emmanuel, she helped with 
fundraising and increased membership at the Parish. 
“We had a nice life there,” she said.

Diagnosed with multiple sclerosis at age 68, Mary said, 
“I could not manage at home. I lived with my widowed 

sister and then for a few years with 
my daughter. I was acquainted 
with the Bethany Health Care 
Facility. My first cousins, Sisters 
Dorothy and Winifred O’Neil 
ministered there. Over the years, 
I had attended bazaars, plays 
the sisters put on, and other 

gatherings. I was happy to 
go to Bethany, though my 

family was concerned, 
because - it was out 

in the wilderness –
Framingham!”
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The decision was made. Mary never wanted her 
children to feel they had put her in a nursing home. 
Her children all have lives of their own, and she wanted 
them to live their lives. 

“At least I knew two people when I arrived,” Mary said. 
“I felt comfortable right away. I was able to take some 
of my furniture - my boys brought it. Some of Bethany’s 
staff met us at the loading dock and took it upstairs. 
They were so friendly and welcoming, as were the 
sisters.” Once settled, Mary knew she was home. That 
was twelve years ago.

Mary’s association with the Associates Program began 
one day while in the chapel. She recalls, “Margaret 
Crann, CSJ, said to me, ‘Have you ever considered 
becoming an associate?’ I did not know about the 
associates.  At the time, I don’t think I had ever heard of 
them. Margaret told me to think about it. So, I did. In the 
meantime, Margaret told Peggy Nichols, CSJ, Director 
of the Associate Program, that she had a new associate 
candidate.  A short while later I received information 
on the associates. I’m so glad that I joined. It is a great 
experience!”  

“What I like about the Associate Program is as an 
associate you’re living the charism of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph in our daily life, in terms of ministry, or in terms 
of individual spiritual growth,” said Mary.

How does Mary live out the charism? She says, “My one 
big objective is to help the lay women who come to 
Bethany feel happy that they’re here. When they arrive, 
some feel their family has put them in a nursing home, 
which is a feeling I didn’t have. So I say to them, ‘What 
a great relief it is to your family, to know that you are 
safe and well cared for.’ ” Mary tells the new arrivals, 
“You have to be happy, so your loved ones know you 
are happy.” She continues, “So many people resent their 
situation. It’s difficult when you first move in – giving up 
all your independence.”

 “I see my future as it is now,” Mary reflects. “When 
you get to be my age, you finally figure out that you are 
not going to live forever. I try to keep interested and 
don’t give in to morbid thoughts about dying. I know it’s 
going to happen! In the meantime, aside from visiting 
with family (Mary has eighteen grandchildren), I read, 
work on the computer, communicate on Facebook, First 
Class, and read-up on Congregation news. It keeps me 
up to date. I also watch movies. I attend daily Mass, and 
I love the spiritual hours hosted by Frances Agnes, CSJ. I 
choose the activities that I think I will enjoy.” 

Yes, indeed, Mary is very blessed. †

Pictured L-R: Mary's husband John, children Jim, Tom, Kate, Mary, Jane, 
Nancy, Mary Lou, John Dan, and Mary in front, on the occasion of Tom's 
ordination. 

"Mary tells the new 
arrivals, You have to 

be happy, so your loved 
ones know you are 

happy."
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By Fontbonne Convent Residents

Fontbonne Convent: Rich in Joy 
 . . .We Are One! 

On July 31, 2014, eleven Sisters of St. Joseph of Springfield 
came to live with twenty-two Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Boston at Fontbonne Convent. Pictures and stories 
chronicling this move, as well as the transition of the 

sisters who moved from Springfield to Bethany and St. Joseph Hall, 
have appeared in Soundings Update as well as publications and TV 
shows in the Springfield area.¹  A few weeks ago a group of sisters 
sat down to discuss how community life is evolving at Fontbonne 
Convent since this transition.²  

While ample planning happened before July 31, there was more 
than a bit of apprehension as the day approached. However, 
from the moment of stepping in the door, the welcome was 
overwhelming. It was a new moment for both Boston and 
Springfield sisters, and it was clear that everyone wanted to make 
this an opportunity for all to flourish. One sister, who had not had 
the chance to visit Fontbonne before the move, went to bed that 
night thinking, “I guess I’ll stay!” 

Life-affirmation is so important when living in community of any 
kind. More than once the Boston sisters have commented to the 
sisters from Springfield, “You are a blessing.” This blessing is a 
deeply felt and a mutual sentiment for both Boston and Springfield 
sisters.  As the group discussed the new life at Fontbonne Convent, 
a Boston CSJ remarked, “Springfield has brought joy and peace. You 
have become one of us.” Someone immediately added, “We are 
cousins no longer; we are sisters. We are one.” 

“Another thing that Springfield brought was noise,” a sister 
commented with dry wit. She immediately went on to explain 
that she used to think Fontbonne convent was a bit too quiet. The 
Springfield sisters have brought new life. Each afternoon, Sister 
Loretta sits down to practice on the keyboard. It adds to the house 
and sets a positive tone. Later in the afternoon, she announces, 
“Tea time” and we gather for tea, stories, and lots of laughter. “Tea 
time” has become so popular that the group has had to find a 
larger table around which to gather. Isn’t this reminiscent of our 
first sisters who gathered around a kitchen table? In so many ways, 
we are indeed one! 

Getting to know one another has been a joyful experience. Once 
a month, Fontbonne Convent celebrates “Birthday Night”.  A sister 
whose birthday is in that month spends 2-5 minutes telling a little 
of her life story. We tend to linger longer at the table after supper. 
Sometimes we play board games. It’s an opportunity to connect 
and have a lot of laughs. 

These pictures offer a glimpse of daily life at Fontbonne Convent.
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Year of Consecrated Life
The Sisters of Providence of St. Mary-of-the-Woods

Through its monthly candle-lit Taizé prayer service, 
the Sisters of Providence of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, 
Indiana, hope to “wake up the world” during the 2015 Year 
of Consecrated Life. In its third year, this ecumenical 
prayer service is a wonderful witness to the value of 
prayer in people’s lives. 

The Taizé prayer service, which is prepared and hosted 
by Providence Spirituality and Conference Center, a 
ministry of the Sisters of Providence, includes prayers, 
beautiful music and time for silent reflection. This year’s 
theme is For the life of the World - the many virtues of Saint 
Mother Theodore Guerin. 

The service is peacefully lit by candlelight and held in 
the Church of the Immaculate Conception. New to the 
Wabash Valley area, Taizé prayer has brought people 
together who would otherwise not have come to the 
Woods, especially young people. During the February 
prayer service, one of the participants told a staff 
member that a man who regularly attends is a self-
proclaimed atheist. How about that for Providence!
More information can be found at Taizé.ProvCenter.org 
or by calling 812-535-2952.

Communal prayer has also flourished. Each week two sisters sit 
down to plan music for daily Mass. On Tuesdays and Thursdays, a 
group gathers before lunch to pray for world peace. Prayers from 
varied religious traditions are used; intentions for world events are 
shared, and there is an opportunity for quiet time. During Advent 
and Lent, the whole community gathers for prayer once a week in 
the Chapel. This prayer centers on various themes of the liturgical 
season. Praying in small groups has been part of Fontbonne’s 
history. Presently, there are two small groups that gather – one 
before the evening meal and the other following the meal. These 
groups are made up of sisters of both Congregations. In all our 
prayer, we realize that we are truly one.   

“A community rich  
in joy is a genuine gift 

from above. . .” 
³
 

 
Pope Francis

¹Real to Real: Retired SSJs, December 13, 2014 
    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cUPl0TcGdGs
²Contributors to this article: Sally Marsh, SSJ, Regina Harrington, CSJ, Mary 
Rose Lyons SSJ, Helene Michael Nihil, SSJ, Prudence McCarthy, CSJ,  
Nanine Tuller, CSJ, Christiana Cronin, CSJ, Nancy Welsh, SSJ,  
   Ann Marie O’Malley, CSJ, Dorothea Masuret, CSJ.
³Rejoice! A Letter to Consecrated Men and Women, #49

One sister commented that her ministry is “to be among her 
sisters and be aware of the little things.” A big part of our ministry 
IS community.  We bring the value of community to places where 
we reach out beyond Fontbonne Convent including our CSJ 
Sponsored Ministry Office, Fontbonne Academy, St. Agatha School, 
St. Francis Parish, Bethany, The Boston Home, Dolan Funeral Home, 
and St. Joseph Rehabilitation and Nursing Care Center. 

We also try to “wake up the world” by being a hospitable space 
where all are welcome. Neighbors are welcome at our liturgies. 
Labouré College and Fontbonne Academy often use our chapel. 
Fontbonne students visit at different times of the year. They help 
to decorate at Christmas, and on St. Joseph Day they host a Tea. 
In the spring, the students provide service, assisting in whatever 
chores are needed.  With each visit, the students get a chance 
to socialize with us. Chaperones from the Academy’s exchange 
programs live at the convent while students live with host families. 
We also share space with Fontbonne’s Advancement Office and the 
Administrative Offices of the Holy Union Sisters.  When our New 
Mexican Associates visit, they find a welcome home among us, and 
the Volunteers in Mission participants anticipate their annual week 
with us with much enthusiasm.   

A lot of soul work is being done to live community life here at 
Fontbonne Convent. Community life makes us more sensitive 
to other people. In the words of Pope Francis, “A community 
rich in joy is a genuine gift from above. . .”³ There is a lot of joy at 
Fontbonne Convent! †

Pictured: Participants at 
a recent Taizé Prayer at 

Providence Spirituality and 
Conference Center.
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CSJ Profile:  
    Living in Service to Others

an interview with Marcella Campos, CSJ

As a child, Marcella and her family lived on a farm in a village called 
Puerto de Luna (port of the moon) three miles outside Santa Rosa, NM. 
Marcella was the oldest daughter, the fifth of nine children.  Along with 
their mother, they took care of the farm while her father ran a sheep 

ranch. “I am a worker,” Marcella said. “I was always in the kitchen; I loved 
to help my mother.” 

 
Her education began in a one-room school. Marcella then attended public 

school in Santa Rosa from second grade through high school. She was exposed 
to helping others at a young age. Marcella said, “In high school, the students were closely connected with the 
Catholic Worker Movement and Dorothy Day.  We had a very 
progressive pastor in our parish – we did community work.”  

After high school, Marcella and her friend Rose Agnes Urban 
applied to the Victory Noll Sisters in Indiana. “I always wanted 
to go to a place where I could serve people,” she said. But, 
wanting to get her education first, she attended the College of 
St. Joseph, Albuquerque, NM, with hopes of becoming a teacher. 
Marcella laughs as she said, “When in college, we wrote back 
and withdrew our applications from the Noll sisters, deciding 
we did not like their habits.” In August, during her second year 
of college, Marcella was in church when Sister Gaudentia, Sister 
Maristella, Sister Athanasius, and Sister Melissa came through 
the side door in their St. Joseph habits. “I just held my breath; 
it was love at first sight. On October 15, 1970, I asked to 
enter the Sisters of St. Joseph. The sisters told me they were 
celebrating the 300th anniversary of the CSJs arrival to the 
United States from LePuy, France. They were wondering how 
they were going to celebrate, and said, 'Now we know - we 
have our first postulant.'” Marcella completed the college year 
and then Monsignor Philip Cassidy drove Marcella, Rose Agnes 
Urban, and Pita Sanchez to Boston. “We were so excited; the 
sisters lined up to greet us,” said Marcella.  

Marcella’s first ministry was teaching second grade in Santa 
Rosa, NM. She was then assigned to teach seventh and eighth 
grade in Santa Fe. She later applied to Boston College to 
acquire a master’s degree in education. For two years, she 

The CSJ Constitution states: “Through the power of the Holy Spirit, the 
Church lives to continue the mission of Christ . . . we participate in 
this transforming mission, proclaiming God’s new creation in word and 
sacrament, in the witness of our lives, and in service.” At 83 years 

old, Marcella Josephina Campos, CSJ, continues to live as she always has, 
in service to others.   

Sculpture "Angelitas de Caridad" was dedicated in an October 
2011 ribbon-cutting ceremony. The dedication was part of 
the 40th anniversary celebration of the Citizens Information 
Committee of Martineztown, the community’s neighborhood 
association. Marcella's image is among those included on the 
bottom portion of the sculpture.
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taught fifth-grade at St. Columbkille School, Brighton, 
religious education after school, and attended night 
school. “After I graduated I went back to New Mexico.  
I considered this a test for me,” Marcella recalled. “With 
my master’s degree I was assigned to teach fourth-grade 
students.” 

Marcella’s service to others, her true sense of mission, 
came in the midst of Vatican II. Marcella said, “I always 
considered helping the poor my first love.” Marcella, 
Tina and Pita Sanchez, and Mickie and Rose Agnes 
Urban decided to write a proposal to open a parish 
ministry in Albuquerque. The CSJ community approved 
their request, and St. Ignacio Parish ministry began. They 
needed to reach out to the people. To do this, they 
developed a parish census which opened doors the 
homes of the people. This was how they learned of the 
struggles of their neighbors. The story goes as follows:  

It was the early 1970s. South Martineztown met the Federal 
standards for designation as a "blighted area," making it 
eligible to receive federal monies for urban renewal. The 
monies were part of Lyndon B. Johnson's War on Poverty. 
Urban Renewal projects proposed to move the residents 

out of the area and sell the land to the city of Albuquerque. 
The city neglected to involve the Martineztown community 
in the planning process. Residents were angered when they 
were told that they would be relocated. They organized to 

fight the proposed plan. The Citizens' Information Committee 
(CIC), a locally controlled, grassroots organization was 

formed to educate and inform residents of their options. The 
efforts of the residents, CIC and others, led to redefinition 

of the project from relocation to rehabilitation of the 
neighborhood.¹ 

Marcella, and siblings Maria and Frank Martinez from 
Martineztown, were part of the initial group that 
established CIC. “We brought hope to the area,” 
said Marcella.  As a result of widespread community 
support and commitment, the government provided 
4.2 million dollars for new homes. Martineztown was 
able to transform itself, creating an eastern gateway to 
downtown Albuquerque that maintains the residential 
character of the historic community. 

“Our mission was not done,” Marcella said, “Once 
Martineztown was completed, Maria, Sisters Joachim 
Boland, Gemella Casey, and I moved into the new 
apartments and managed the building.  We drove 
patients to the doctor, collected food, and distributed 
it to them.  We took care of the inebriated, called 

emergency services when someone needed them, and 
we helped the elderly.”  

Marcella, Joachim, Gemella, and Mary Cunning, CSJA, 
started the New Mexico CSJ Associate group together. 
They invited people who might be interested. Practically 
everyone they contacted decided to join. Now 
approximately twenty-plus associates gather every 
other month for meetings and prayer.  

Marcella continued, “I worked with the city and did 
home visitation. I was the voice for the people. I would 
pass on their problems to the appropriate people. I 
ministered at the jail for a few years and helped the 
inmates prepare for a GED.” During this time, Marcella 
also directed the religious education program at St. 
Anne’s Parish and then San Martine, where she trained 
teachers and worked with parents. 

 “Retired now, I still minister. On Wednesdays, a 
friend and I go to the St. Vincent de Paul store and 
do whatever is needed.  We cut up old towels, put 
together grab bags, and make artificial flowers to sell. 
On Tuesdays, we make communion calls in homes for 
Holy Family Parish. I now live in senior citizen housing. 
Here, people come to me and I listen. I also visit people 
who are in the hospital,” states Marcella. “The Lord is 
keeping me here because I guess He has more work for 
me.” †
¹ http://beta.worldcat.org/archivegrid/collection/data/58675004

Sisters and associates gathered to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of  
St. Rose School in Santa Rosa. Back row L-R: Pita Sanchez, CSJA, Florence 
Kahler, CSJ, Mary Lou McCarthy, CSJ, Helen Halligan, CSJ, and Josephine 
Cushing, CSJA. Front row L-R: Helen Noonan, CSJ, Rose Urban, Marcella 
Campos, CSJ, and Helen Thomas Colbert, CSJ.
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by Kathy McCluskey, CSJ

Living the Vows:  
 A Deeper Knowing That All May Be One 

The challenge of writing about the vows in 
this Year for Consecrated Life set me thinking 
about how many times our understanding 
of the vows has changed during our 
lifetimes, the life of our Congregation, not 

to mention during centuries of religious life. 
 
It is curious, isn’t it, that while the ways of 
understanding and living our vows have changed, there 
is something at the core, something at the heart level, 
something that we recall from our first expression of 
commitment that remains. 
 
Perhaps it is simply the totality of that life-gift, the deep 
knowing that God will be all in all for us, the source and 
goal of our loving, our freedom, our choices. Perhaps 
it is knowing that we are supported in this life-gift by 
one another, by a community of love, including our 
associates and the wider family of Joseph. 

This endures, I think, through the evolution of our 
understanding and expression of the vows of chastity, 
poverty, and obedience. But to see what our present 
moment might be saying to us about our vows, I’d like 
to focus on two descriptions of this time in our story, 
religious and human. The first is the idea Nancy Schreck, 
OSF, put forth at LCWR last year, that we women 
religious are living in a “middle space.”¹ “Much of what 
was is gone”, Nancy says, “and what is coming is not yet 
clear.” She cautions about trying to move from death 
to new life too quickly (and artificially) and advises that 
this is not a space to be escaped, but a space of grace 
to be lived in. 

 
So what about living a vow of chastity in the middle 
space? How do we love and grieve the people and the 
world we have known without clinging to them? Can we 
witness to the capacity to love –  both what has been 
familiar and what is being born?  And might not our 
poverty be what links us to the many others who live in 
this middle space, bearing witness to suffering and to the 
seemingly endless and often fruitless struggle for justice?  
 
Does our obedience call us to an attentiveness to grace, 
the capacity to sense the presence and movement 
of God, and to help others gain strength from that 
“knowing” in the midst of doubt and unknowing? 
 
The second context for living our vows is our 
growing realization that we are on the cusp of a new 
consciousness. Science and new theologies are helping 
us to understand that we are part of the community of 
all life and, even more, part of an evolving universe. This 
is a deeper and deeper knowing that all is one.  

Shown: Kathy facilitating a program titled Vow of Obedience for a group of 
eight Sisters of St. Joseph from across the US Federation.



www.csjboston.org 13

Year of Consecrated Life 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur

Pope Francis speaks of joy as an essential part of living 
life as a vowed religious. It is a message that connects well 
with the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur (SNDdeN), an 
international community of sisters who experience the 
goodness of God in their/our lives and, strive every day to 
share God’s goodness with a world that seems broken and 
lost. This year marks the 175th anniversary of the SNDdeN, 
arriving in the US. Today, sisters serve in twenty-eight 
states and on five continents. 

The Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur are part of the fabric 
of life in New England, sponsoring ministries such as 
Emmanuel College, the Notre Dame Education Centers, 
pre-k, elementary, and high schools in various parts of 
the Boston Archdiocese and beyond. The sisters work 
in collaboration with other religious, lay colleagues and 
associates in a variety of ministries serving the most 
vulnerable in our contemporary society.

These ministries are in keeping with the spirit of St. Julie 
Billiart, who founded the Sisters of Notre Dame in France 
in 1804. She encouraged her sisters to live deeply spiritual 
lives and to reach out to those most in need with hearts as 
wide as the world. For more information, please see  
www.sndden.org

"We grasp in new 
ways that relationship 

is at the heart of 
everything."

 
We grasp in new ways that relationship is at the 
heart of everything. Theologians describe God as 
Relationship, the Trinity as the perfect exchange of 
love.  We are invited to see that the Holy Spirit is 
drawing the whole of creation into unity in Christ. 
What does this mean for us who vow chastity, 
poverty, and obedience? 
 

Pictured above: Sister Gerry Stanton, SNDdeN, Sister Margaret Lanen, 
SNDdeN (center) with students from the Notre Dame Education Center, 
South Boston visit the Massachusetts State House on Immigrant day. Sister 
Kathleen Murphy, SNDdeN works with student  on English skill development 
in the computer lab at the Notre Dame Education Center, Lawrence.

What is the next wider circle of love to which I am 
called as a woman vowing chastity? Can I witness 
to the realization that God permeates the whole of 
creation and that my love of God and of the whole 
of creation is a single loving?  
 
And to what does the vow of poverty call me when 
I know that nothing belongs to me, that, in fact, I 
belong to the universe, and in a special way to this 
fragile planet whose care is in our hands? 
 
To what shall I be obedient except to the rushing 
current of the unfolding Christ, alpha and omega to 
me and to the evolving universe?  
 
So the “world,” the universe, as it evolves, wakens us 
to the meaning of our vows, just as we hope the way 
we live our vows – in our time – wakes the world to 
the deep presence of the Divine in every unfolding 
moment. † 
 
¹Nancy Schreck, OSF, However Long the Night: Holy Mystery Revealed in  

  Our Midst. LCWR Presentation, August 2014
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Connecting with the Dear Neighbor:  
    Fontbonne Academy Students “Get It!”

A 
ninth grade Freshwoman attends a 
presentation at the Senior Social Justice Fair 
and is empowered to connect Fontbonne 
students to Hugs for Heroes,¹ a local 

organization that supports troops overseas.  A 2013 
alumna reads the memoir of a woman who directs 
Shakespeare plays at the Framingham women’s prison. 
With permission, she and a current senior adapt the 
author’s memoir into a script. In so doing, they found 
Fontbonne’s Justice Theatre Company² in the summer 
of 2014. Students decide to celebrate Catholic Schools 
Week with a “Winter Necessities Drive.” 

What is so impressive is that these programs have been 
initiated by students and are only the beginning of how 
students at Fontbonne Academy live the mission of the 
Sisters of St. Joseph. Our students at Fontbonne “get it” 
in terms of the mission of the Sisters of St. Joseph. Over 
and over during their years at Fontbonne, they hear 
about reaching out to the dear neighbor. It’s a big part 
of their life at Fontbonne.  While they may not know 
specific details about the “Year of Consecrated Life,” 
they clearly have been inspired by Pope Francis’ call to 
women religious to “be prophetic.” By their actions and 
reflection on those actions, Fontbonne women “wake 
up the world!” They are “witnesses to a different way 
of doing things, acting, and living.” In this way, they are a 
tangible part of the ever-widening mission of the Sisters 
of St. Joseph.   

From the moment a young woman visits Fontbonne for 
open house until the day she graduates, she is exposed 
to a culture of hospitality – of reaching out to the dear 
neighbor without distinction. For example, Freshwomen 
study monasticism in their Church History theology 
class.  An assignment for this unit is to pay attention 
to their actions:  Am I welcoming? Do I make people 
feel at home? Where can I do better? Next, they are 
challenged to make an effort to reach out. All this is 
done in the context of the CSJ mission of hospitality. 
The flow of the curriculum ties into the value of 
hospitality. It builds layers and layers of who we hope 
the students will become. 

by Katy Denning and Kerry Kilgore,
members of the Fontbonne Academy Learning Community

Pictured top down: Kerry Kilgore teaching a freshman theology class 
at FBA, students plant seeds during FBA's "Ducks in Service Day," and 
Katy Denning, Director of Mission and Ministry, coordinates a service 
reflection experience with students. 
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Year of Consecrated Life 
Xaverian Missionaries proclaim Christ  

across borders of any kind. 

The Xaverian Missionaries are a community of priests 
and brothers founded in 1895 by Saint Guido Conforti, a 
local diocesan bishop of Parma, Italy, who had a global 
heart and vision. We are inspired by the life and dreams of 
St. Francis Xavier, who left his home country and family to 
preach the Word of God to distant lands.  

Our missionary work and consecrated life constitute 
our sole and undivided charism as guided by St. Guido. 
Our primary mission vow calls each of us to leave our 
home country, dedicating ourselves to sharing the Gospel 
with people of other nations and cultures.  As a religious 
community, we profess the vows of poverty, chastity, and 
obedience. As men of prayer and action, we work with 
people of all faiths and beliefs. We are involved in pastoral 
work, social work, community building, health care, 
justice and peace advocacy, and youth and educational 
programs. 

We have Xaverian communities in 20 countries 
worldwide. Members of our Holliston community have 
served in Taiwan, Sierra Leone, Brazil, Japan, Mexico, 
Cameroon, and Chad.  At Our Lady of Fatima Shrine 
in Holliston, we offer pilgrimages, interfaith dialogue, 
mission education events and retreats, youth outreach, 
spiritual direction and Justice and Peace Advocacy, 
helping all who come find and fulfill their own missionary 
call to local service, rooted in the very baptism in Christ 
we share.  – Rocco Puopolo, s.x. For more information 
please visit: www.xaviermissionaries.org 

Each student is expected to take part in direct service 
during her years at Fontbonne. Service is more than 
a requirement. Students from each grade level gather 
to reflect on their service experience in “Mission 
Meditations”. During these reflection times, they hear 
about the sisters’ beginnings in 1650 and learn how 
the first Sisters of St. Joseph stepped out from a more 
monastic form of religious life into the world. With their 
feet on the street, they brought their spirituality to 
others. 

"As we look to the future, 
we are hopeful about the 
kind of women leaders 

these students will 
become in the world."

Pictured below: Fr. Joe Matteucig, director of our Holliston community, 
with a group of youth in Taiwan where he served for 13 years. 
Fr. Rocco Puopolo, who hails from St. Catherine of Siena Parish and 
School, Norwood, with youth leaders in Sierra Leone, West Africa where 
he served for 12 years.  

For each grade, we select a Maxim of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph or a part of the CSJ Constitution and tie 
it in with Fontbonne’s “4-Rs”: Respect, Responsibility, 
Reconciliation, and Reverence.  We explain to students 
that they do service not just because it’s good for the 
wider community but also because it transforms who 
they are and how they are in the world. For example, 
each month, a senior doing her senior social justice 
project on homelessness travels with Boston College 
High School students to meet and have conversations 
with homeless people on Boston Common. This 
experience has completely changed how she walks 
through the city. 

“Vocation is where our greatest passion meets the 
world’s greatest need.”³ As we look to the future, we 
are hopeful about the kind of women leaders these 
students will become in the world. Through our 
ministries as Theology teacher and Mission and Ministry 
Director, we help students make the connection 
between the mission of Fontbonne and the mission of 
the Sisters of St. Joseph. It is a real privilege to offer 
opportunities that enable students to see the larger 
picture and the connections with the dear neighbor. † 

¹http://www.hugsforheroes.com/
²https://www.facebook.com/justicetheatre
³Adapted from Frederick Buechner, Wishful Thinking: A Theological ABC  
  © HarperOne,1993
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By Helen Sullivan, CSJ 
 Director of the Office of Justice and Peace

Justice & Peace:
     Revisiting Nuclear Arms

Thirty-one years ago, the Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston proclaimed our first corporate stance as a 
Congregation: a corporate stance against Nuclear Arms. This year marks the 70th Anniversary of the first 
use of nuclear weapons in war - in the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. This, the second of three 
articles about our Congregation’s corporate stances, reflects our 1984 Corporate Stance on Nuclear 

Arms. This is not meant to be an exhaustive analysis of the present state of nuclear arms in the world, but rather a 
reminder of the message we sent so powerfully to ourselves and to the whole world thirty-one years ago.

The first of the three sections of the statement focuses on non-violence:

   We, the women of the Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Boston, take this  
   stand regarding nuclear arms:
 We lament the reality of nuclear weapons.
 We recognize the sinful situation, which enables their existence.
 We condemn the creation of any first-strike weapon.
 We believe, nevertheless, that this situation is already a redeemed one.
 We deplore the cruel results of the proliferation of nuclear arms.
 We grieve the suffering of those countless women, men and even children who at this  
     very moment are hungry.
 We sorrow with those persons, especially the young, who endure ever-increasing anxiety 
   and who move to hopelessness and despair.
 We sorrow with those who are deprived of beauty and art and all good gifts that lift the  
  human spirit to that supreme Beauty “ever ancient and ever new.”
 We believe, nevertheless, that the power of good is stronger than the force of evil.

Pictured: Sisters of St. Joseph at a prayer vigil in the issue for nuclear disarmament with banner designed by Kathy Green, CSJ.
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By Helen Sullivan, CSJ 
 Director of the Office of Justice and Peace

The second of the three sections of the statement focuses on peacemaking: 
 
  We resolve, then, not from fear of death, but from love of life, to focus our energies more intensely on 
peace-making:
 by confronting the demon of world hunger, 
 by protesting a national prodigality that denies justice to the poor,
 by seeking relentlessly forms of systemic change,
 by making peace studies an essential component of our educational system,
 by being steadfast in the process of inner conversion,
 by remaining faithful to the task of reconciliation and to non-violence.

The third of the three sections of the statement focuses on reconciliation: 
 
   By the grace of God we determine:
 to bend swords into ploughs,
 to remodel spears into pruning hooks,
 to reshape instruments of death into instruments of life,

 to turn the mushroom cloud into a rainbow of justice and peace.

According to Mary Elizabeth Gleason, CSJ, the scribe for the committee at that time, the space preceding the last 
line of the statement is intentional. It provides a kind of rest or a moment of reflection - to give greater emphasis 
to the final line. “To turn the mushroom cloud into a rainbow of justice and peace. . . .” The unfortunate reality 
of our global history with nuclear weapons is that the fear of disaster and destruction continues in the present. 
Some U.S. land-based missiles are kept on hair-trigger alert and can be launched within minutes, increasing the risk 
of a launch in response to a false alarm, or an accidental or unauthorized launch. Even an accidental initial strike 
could draw counterstrikes that would end the world as we now know it.
 
Non-violence, peace-making, and reconciliation - the three sections of our CSJ Corporate Stance on Nuclear 
Arms are topics that we hear about daily in our Congregation ministries, sponsored ministries, schools, and other 
ministries where the CSJ charism and spirit is present. Let us be grateful for the focus on peace that surrounds us 
in our ministries and in our homes. †  

Pictured: Bumper sticker created by Kathy Green, CSJ, in the 1980s to voice our support of nuclear disarmament.
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by Joanne Gallagher, CSJ

CSSJ Federation A Communion Beyond  
  Our Vision and Our Limits 

Several years ago, the CSSJ US Federation 
created a card with an “elevator message” that 
succinctly described the mission and spirituality 
of the Sisters of St. Joseph. The first thing you 

notice is an image of the world and the words “Loving 
God and Neighbor without distinction.” Another part 
of the card reads, “It’s something we all can do: listening 
with respect, serving with compassion, empowering 
with dignity, loving the human family and all creation.” 
These words resonate in my heart, as I reflect on the 
world-wide celebration of the Year of Consecrated Life.

Pope Francis refers to women and men religious as, 
“. . .witnesses of a communion beyond our vision and 
our limits. . .”¹ The base of the federation card reads, 
“It’s happening all over the world.” – a precursor of the 
theme of this Year of Consecrated Life: Wake Up the 
World. 

In 2009, the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia, KS, 
began a Year of Peace – a grassroots community effort 
with a sister as chairperson and building on ideas from 
members. It was so well received that it’s now beginning 
its SIXTH year! They also host a Community Needs 
Forum of “working lunches” to bring local organizations 
& agencies together for networking and identifying 
community needs and solutions. The sisters host the 
quarterly lunches, but other individuals push efforts 
forward. In 2011, the co-director of the Cloud County 
Tourism and Convention office remarked, “I don’t think 
people understand how Concordia could have gone a 
completely different way if the sisters hadn’t come here 

(in 1884). They were always pushing ahead in a quiet 
way, giving a moral direction that Concordia might not 
have had without them. And that continues today. You 
can see their hands in so many things. I’m not sure that 
even the sisters see how deeply they have affected this 
community.” Our Concordia sisters also host a rich 
variety of additional ministries, which can be found on 
their website at http://www.csjkansas.org/.

The Congregation of St. Joseph was formed in 2007, 
when seven independent congregations became one.² 
They sponsor dozens of ministries throughout the 
heartland region of our country and Japan which witness 
to “. . .a different way of doing things, acting and living.”³ 
One example is River’s Edge Women’s Outreach Center, 
a non-profit sponsored ministry of the Congregation 
of St. Joseph. The Center is a place of fellowship, safety, 
and community to women who have experienced 
homelessness, are in transition, and in need of support. 
Their mission is to accompany and empower women 
as they strive to realize their potential and attain 
self-sufficiency.  At their 10th anniversary celebration, 
Reverend Allen V. Harris offered the opening prayer 
and said, “What I have come to see is that this ‘home’, 
this Women’s Outreach Center, is a place for mending 
souls”. Jennie Salaz, a woman who regularly comes to the 
Center remarked, “When I first started coming to the 
Outreach Center, I was lost. But they gave me a reason 
to get out of bed. They are now my home and my family, 
and I would be lost without them.”

Pictured left:  A community forum at the CSJ Motherhouse, Concordia, 
KS. Pictured above: The Outreach Center's foundresses: Sister Carrie 
Vall, CSJ, Felicia Petruziello, CSJ, and Patricia Gentile, SND. In oval: Jennie 
Salaz (left) with Antoinette Robinson, both regulars at the Center.

Contributors to this article: Grace Skalski, CSJA, Congregation of  
St. Joseph, Sarah Jenkins, Concordia, Carolyn Tucker, SSJ, St. 
Augustine, and Wendy Hammerle, Springfield.



www.csjboston.org 19

CSSJ Federation A Communion Beyond  
  Our Vision and Our Limits 

During this Year of Consecrated Life, the Sisters of 
St. Joseph of St. Augustine, are active throughout 
Florida speaking in parishes and schools with their 
testimony of faith, holiness, and hope. Recently Elise 
Kennedy, SSJ, Secretary of Morning Star School, spoke 
to students there. Morning Star School is a diocesan 
school dedicated to helping children with learning 
differences become productive, responsible, functioning 
members of society. Isn’t this yet another witness to 
waking up and be awakened by the world? Kathleen 
Carr, SSJ, assistant principal and religion teacher at 
St. James School, Miami, has spoken about the Year of 
Consecrated Life and the vocational call to religious life 
at St. James School and St. Thomas University, Miami, 
where she was joined by two Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Philadelphia. 

The Sisters of St. Joseph of Springfield, Massachusetts  
have a long history of working to address issues of 
poverty and social justice in Berkshire County. Most 

Pictured top: Elsie Kennedy, SSJ, speaks to students at Morning Star School. 
Pictured bottom: Sisters Natalie Cain, Barbara Faille, and Kathryn Flanagan at front left during the inaugural meeting of BIO.

recently, the Congregation was among 14 religious 
organizations and sponsoring groups to found Berkshire 
Interfaith Organizing (BIO), which held its inaugural 
meeting January 25 at St. Mark’s School, Pittsfield. Clergy 
and lay leaders in the Berkshires have been working for 
more than two years to make this day a reality. Natalie 
Cain, SSJ, Barbara Faille, SSJ, and Kathryn Flanagan, SSJ, 
were part of this first official gathering. BIO opens many 
avenues for people throughout Berkshire County to 
get involved in making positive changes in the policies 
that limit the lives of so many. BIO is about listening 
to the people’s stories and making life more abundant 
for all. When asked to conclude the inaugural event 
with prayer, Natalie invited participants to join hands 
and sing: “We are one, all is one, we are all one.” What 
a perfect way to experience the charism alive in our 
world!4

Preparations for this article included contacting as 
many CSSJ communicators as possible, visiting quite 
a few CSSJ websites, and making a number of phone 
calls. This quest witnessed to the fact that Sisters of 
St. Joseph have been and continue to wake up the 
world and be awakened by the needs of the dear 
neighbor. Literally hundreds of additional examples can 
be found through our CSSJ U.S. Federation website: 
http://www.sistersofsaintjosephfederation.org/. It is all 
about ever-widening circles of relationship, communion, 
inclusive love. It’s all about being witnesses of a 
communion beyond our vision and our limits! † 

¹REJOICE! A letter to consecrated men and women: A message from the 
teachings of Pope Francis, #48
²http://www.csjoseph.org/our_founding_communities.aspx 
³Op cit, #58 
4Adapted from comments by Natalie Cane, SSJ
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