
Long deeply for God.  
Be constant, wisely eager  

to receive God’s love. 
Maxims in Haiku #42, Frances Agnes Blake, CSJ 

Based on Maxims of the Li le Ins tute 

Reflec ons can be viewed at:  
h p://www.csjboston.org/news‐and‐

events/in‐memoriam/ 
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November 14, 2018 

A  gathering of volunteers from 19 organizations in the Allston/Brighton 
area was hosted at our Motherhouse on October 29. After time to 

socialize, visit tables, and learn about volunteer opportunities in our 
neighborhood, participants came together for an opportunity to honor 
these volunteers. Marian Batho, CSJ, Leadership Team Liaison to The Literacy 
Connection, welcomed all present saying, “It is so impressive to meet such a 
diverse group who respond generously to the concerns that are in front of 

us every day. The Sisters of Saint Joseph live by a very important phrase, ‘Love of 
neighbor without distinction’. We are honored to welcome you to our home and to 
partner with you in making a difference.” 
Jill Uchiyama, Director of The Literacy Connection and chair of the committee that 
organized the evening, reminded all that, “Volunteers stand behind the scenes 
working consistently to make something possible for others. They inherently care 
about people without a paycheck or recognition. Some programs represented 
tonight are almost entirely driven by volunteers. You’re the ones who make it 
possible for us to continue year after year. You show up at our schools, institutions, 
offices, parks, farms, and playgrounds with a smile, ready to give, ready to 
respond. You are sustained by the richest of human values and make a real 
difference in other peoples’ lives and in our community. You come back, week 
after week, month after month, and often, year by year.  
Dear volunteers of Allston and Brighton, tonight is about you. It is about your 
volunteer spirit that illuminates our work. You bring our collective and individual 
missions alive. You make a difference every day and your giving spirit fuels the rest 
of us to keep that love radiating out.”  In addition, Amy Abushanub, volunteer 
speaker from The Gardner Pilot Academy Adult Education program, spoke 
eloquently about how her ESOL students made her feel at home. Tony D'Isidoro, 
the volunteer distributor of Community Notes, spoke of the impact of volunteers 
and the value of making connections.  

NOV. 15, THURS., 5:15 P.M. WEEKDAY LITURGY—Motherhouse 
NOV. 17, SAT., 9:15 A.M.-12:45 P.M. ASSOCIATE GATHERING: A GLOBAL EMBRACE OF THE CHARISM 

 –Janet Gagnon, CSJ/Lyon-Winslow, ME—Motherhouse  
NOV. 18, SUN., 9:30 A.M. SUNDAY LITURGY 25— Fontbonne Convent  
NOV. 21, WED., 5:15 P.M. WEEKDAY LITURGY—Motherhouse 
NOV. 28, WED., 7:00 P.M. — FIAT—FOR DISCERNING WOMEN—Motherhouse  
 — to learn more call 617.746.2025 
NOV. 25, SUN., 9:30 A.M. SUNDAY LITURGY — Fontbonne Convent  
DEC. 2, SUN., 9:30 A.M. SUNDAY LITURGY — Fontbonne Convent  
DEC. 5, WED., 5:15 P.M. WEEKDAY LITURGY—Motherhouse 
DEC. 8, SAT., 4:00 P.M. SATURDAY VIGIL LITURGY FOR SUNDAY— Fontbonne Convent  
DEC. 12, WED., 5:15 P.M. WEEKDAY LITURGY—Motherhouse 
DEC. 13, THURS., 7:00 P.M. TAIZÉ PRAYER — Motherhouse 
DEC. 16, SUN., 9:30 A.M. SUNDAY LITURGY — Fontbonne Convent  
DEC. 18, TUES., 5:15 P.M. WEEKDAY LITURGY—Motherhouse 

 THE LITERACY CONNECTION OF THE SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH HOSTS VOLUNTEER EVENING  
Make a Difference in Allston-Brighton 
By Marian Batho, CSJ, and Jill Uchiyma, The Literacy Connection Director 

PICTURED ABOVE: Participants gather to recognize 
volunteers; Marian Batho, CSJ, greets volunteer 
presenters; The Literacy Connection Directors, 
Pat Andrews, CSJ, and Jill Uchiyma,  

A publ icat ion of  the S isters  of  St .  Joseph of  Boston 

Sister Ann Donohoe, CSJ 
Sister Grace Patricia 

Date of Birth:  September 3, 1935 
Date of Death:  November 10, 2018 
In the 66th year of her Religious Life. 

 

MEMBERSHIP: 239 



When Abba Blesses Our Small Gifts: We are Loved and More… 
By Judy Swett, CSJA  
 F or associates and sisters from various religious communities, the November 3rd 

drive to Mercy Medical Center, Springfield, was a drenching experience of a 
stormy November morning. Fran Popko, SPA, and Gail Furman, SPA, of the New England 
Region Associates [NERA], hosted their 24th gathering entitled: When Abba Blesses Our 
Small Gifts. 
Rosemary Wrinn, CSJ/Chambery-West Hartford, and Linda Chagnon, CSJA/Chambery-West 
Hartford, pioneers of this thirty-five+ year associate movement, facilitated an eclectic 
exploration of how Abba has blest the development of this movement in the following 
stages: first, sisters sought and mentored potential associates. Second, associates and 
sisters collaborated in forming new associates. Third, at present, associates are inviting 
and forming potential associates. We are called to listen to voices of the young and 
recognize that our future will be different. Rosemary prompted us to consider the Post-
Vatican II document “Called and Gifted ” which reminds us that we are gifted, loved 
unconditionally, and more. Lay people, religious, and clergy are all called to universal 
holiness by virtue of Baptism. In nurturing the associate movement, it is important to 
hold in our minds and hearts that we advance our congregations’ charism. 
Following a stirring, prayerful version of John Denver’s song, You Fill Up My Senses, all 
were invited to go deep and reflect on a touchstone moment when we experienced 
the Spirit moving in our heart. During table sharing that followed, we listened deeply. 
Rosemary encouraged all to affirm and encourage one another as we live into liminal 
times, remember to absorb each other’s wisdom, and plant seeds. 
As we parted from this gathering, the sun was shining and a magnificent rainbow 
appeared – a reminder that God is the source of our being, that we are loved and 
more, and then some.  

PICTURED AT RIGHT: Boston CSJ Associates at NERA: Kathy Tighe, Chris ne Lachkey, Catherine Saba ni, 
and Kathie Shute; Carole Anne Sco , Mary O’Rourke, CSJ, Joanne Murphy, Kathryn Davis, and Donna 
Sordello; Eva Arno , Mary Ellen O’Connell, CSJ, and Judy Swe ; Joanne Murphy and Judy Swe  with 
Ann McGaharn, ASP, an associate with the Sisters of Providence.  

 NEW ENGLAND REGION ASSOCIATES GATHER IN SPRINGFIELD, MA  

The Oneness of Being CSSJ: Jean McKinney, CSJ, Shares 
Her Novitiate Experience 
By Denise Kelly, CSJ, and Marilyn McGoldrick, CSJ 
 A s Jean McKinney, CSJ, captured her Novitiate experience in 

Concordia, Kansas, we couldn’t help but reflect upon the depth 
and breadth of the program. It may have been difficult at first to imagine 
spending eight months away from home in a different culture and with only 
two other novices. However, it didn’t take long for the bonding to happen, 
for the similarities to be discovered and the life of a novice to begin. As 
Jean explained through word and picture, the Federation Novitiate 
expands the mind, the heart, and the soul of each woman in this stage of 
her journey. Through prayer, retreats, courses, service, ministry, ‘fun’ times, 
travel, living community, and sharing life with all who come to Manna 
House, the Novices grew together and discovered the ‘oneness’ of being 
CSSJ.  Thank you, Jean, for a creative, well-prepared expression of your 
Canonical Novitiate as lived in Concordia, Kansas.  

PICTURED ABOVE: Jean McKinney, CSJ, during her 
presenta on. 

WE APOLOGIZE! In the story about the Bethany property in the 
last issue of “the MORE...update” Mr. and Mrs. Fitzpatrick’s 
names were inadvertently abbreviated as “MM F”. 

Visit www.csjboston.org, and on our social media channels 
for continual updates on stories, events, and news related to 

the Sisters of St. Joseph.  


