
by Kathie Shute, CSJA

 n celebration of my initial commitment 
as a CSJ Associate, I received a precious and 

meaningful gift – a gift steeped in the history and 
tradition of the Sisters of St. Joseph, a gift symbolic of the charism we share. That gift was a piece of 
lace, ostensibly simple yet, paradoxically, not simple at all. At first glance, it appeared to be of modest 
design, lovingly crafted, discreet in its beauty. However, closer scrutiny and an eye for metaphor revealed 
something far more intricate: a multitude of strands interconnected, working in unison and harmony to 
fulfill a design – each strand offering its unique contribution; no strand striving to stand out as better, 
more important or more beautiful than its peers; each strand equally essential to the creation of the whole.  

This simple – yet not so simple – gift represents a metaphor of our charism: continuity of service to the 
dear neighbor without distinction, our active and inclusive love. 

During those early years in Le Puy, the craft of lace-making represented a vital skill, practiced and 
shared with generosity, compassion, and love by the Sisters of St. Joseph. In those times of crushing 
poverty and social upheaval, sisters provided this means of economic survival, dignity, and hope to 
countless numbers of women. 

However, as Sister Jane Delisle emphasizes, that lace, begun in 1650, “…is not yet finished.”1  
That journey, begun so many years ago, and carried on by successive generations of Sisters of St. Joseph, 
continues today; it has been offered now to us – our responsibility, our legacy, our journey.

Margaret Silf reveals her reflective imagery in this way: “…my small piece of thread is just one snippet 
of an eternal spool with which God is weaving the divine Dream. Just one small snippet, without which 
the tapestry cannot become complete, or the Dream be dreamed into its fullness.” 2  

Now, the challenge is ours to embrace. As we pick up our own threads, we pray for the grace and 
courage to recognize and pose those essential questions relevant in our own age – questions which  
ultimately become the catalyst for our action. Crafting our own unique contributions to the fabric –  
our threads, colors, textures and patterns interwoven, we work together to create a vibrant lace so essential 
in our own time. 

We engage in the mission of reconciliation…
We stand with the poor in the struggle for justice…
We engage in spiritual and corporal works of mercy 

so that justice and peace, freedom and human dignity may prevail.3 

Thus, today, we follow in the footsteps of those first Sisters of St. Joseph, accepting the gift of their 
legacy, embracing their charism and their dream, and creating a fabric of lace for our own moment in history. 
Their footsteps have become our footsteps; their journey has transformed our own. In the spirit of unity and 
love, we embrace our promise to live out our lives “with one desire only: to be always what God wants [us] to 
be…for time and for eternity.”4 å

1  Delisle, J. (2016). The lace is not yet finished. Presentation to be given at the Centre International St. Joseph. Le Puy en 
Velay, France: Delisle.

2  Silf, M. (2014). Sacred  Spaces. Oxford: Lion Hudson. p. 27
3  Heritage: Spirit and Purpose CSJA Constitution p. 21 6-8
4  Jean-Pierre Médaille, SJ, Maxims of the Little Institute, Maxim #73 as found in Love’s Design, Marcia Allen, CSJ (2007). 
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A Multitude of Strands


