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Continuing to Serve  
  Our Dear Neighbor;

Responding to the  
 Needs of the People;

Praying for the World!

"A shout-out to our first responders: The employees at Bethany Health Care Center are so special, and the sisters at Fontbonne 
Convent want to let them know. They wished they could go to Bethany and give great big hugs and lots of thanks. However, they 
couldn’t, so they created a short video which said: 'Best Employees Throughout Healthcare Awesomely Nice!'" 
- Jean McKinney, CSJ 

The CSJ Community donated $2000 from our Refugee Fund to be used for those people affiliated with our Congregational 
Ministries. In addition, we have received $3205, either in cash or gift cards. All cash donations are eventually converted into gift 
cards from a variety of stores. Donations continue to come in daily.

by Cathy Clifford, CSJCSJ COMMUNITY DONATIONS

Pictured above: Fontbonne Convent residents.

People in need who are connected with The Women's Table, Casserly House, Literacy Connection, and St. Joseph's Spiritual 
Ministries have been given some assistance, more than once. And, we have tried to be of some small help to men and women who 
have lost their jobs (mostly recommended by CSJs), cleaners, food service people, household aides, catering workers, our Brighton 
neighbors, the homeless and one person recently released from prison. People are still having a hard time and for many, life is 
tough. Thank you to all who have contributed and to all who have prayed.



Each Friday, we have had a well-attended “clap-out” for first responders. The event has received amazing engagement on 
our social media channels. Last week Betty Cawley, CSJ, suggested that we do something to let the workers at St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospital know we have been there in support of their efforts. So, I designed this poster with images of our clap-out and a 
simple message. Mary Ann Baril made copies, and Lois Connors, CSJ, gave them to her niece, who works at St. Elizabeth’s.  

by Joanne Gallagher, CSJA THANK YOU TO ST. ELIZABETH'S HOSPITAL WORKERS

"Volunteers for the Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry, Devins, MA, 
(one of my volunteer ministries) gather at 7:30 a.m. to line up 
for curbside shopping that begins at 9:00 a.m. We go inside and 
begin loading. This day, we supplied over 110 cars; usually there 
would be about 35! 'When I was hungry, you fed me.' (Jesus) 
Truly tending to the dear neighbor without distinction." 
 - Patricia Cushing, CSJ

The Living the Dream Dinner and Volunteers in Mission  
have been canceled for 2020. The events will be rescheduled for 2021!

"Connecting with our sisters via 
phone has been the next best thing 
to a visit during these many weeks 
of being quarantined. A phone 
conversation can never replace a 
hug, a broad smile, or holding a 
sister’s hand, but calling someone 
has been a way to stay connected 
and 'reach out and touch'!
- Denise Kelly, CSJ

"In this time of need I have been doing 
the following: outreach by phone, 
email, and notes to others, voluntary 
portress hours, providing meals and 
shopping for those in need; provided 
virtual funeral services at Funeral 
Homes and cemeteries for families of 
deceased, conducting grief counseling 
by phone/facetime, participated in 
weekly clapout for first responders, 
zoom calls with existing women's circles, and established 
programs on zoom around Loneliness, Fear, Resilience." 
- Rosemary Mulvihill, CSJ

Pictured above L-R: Poster created by Joanne Gallagher, CSJ; St. Elizabeth nurses surrounding poster.

Pictured above: Volunteers at Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry



"During these days of 'social distancing' 
there are many ways in which we are 

the recipients as well as the givers: 
Making phone calls to and from 
friends; Wearing face masks  
(and being mindful of first 

responders who wear protective 
equipment for hours); marveling at the 

beauty of this spring; keeping a record of 
our experiences (for posterity); learning and 

using Zoom to stay connected; cooking and sharing what we 
cooked; thanking grocery workers and being thanked by them; 
participating during “Clap out” Fridays." - Ann Marie Grady, CSJ

"I am keeping in contact with my 
student from the literacy program, 

buying her food with money 
supplied by friends. I am filling in 
as portress for the Motherhouse 
when needed, calling the 
Franciscan Hospital and  

St. Elizabeth's Oncology 
Department to say I missed them and 

praying for them. Calling Bethany each 
day and sending cards regularly. Praying for the needs of 
the world." - Helen Noonan, CSJ

"Project Hope continues to provide services 
to families in Roxbury and Dorchester 

throughout all this. The shelter remains 
open, but the rest of our services 
are being provided remotely with 
case managers working with people 
by phone, email, and zoom. Some 

of our Adult Education classes are 
still happening virtually. I continue to 

provide administrative and HR support 
remotely, scheduling tons of Zoom meetings 

and communicating with staff with zillions of emails  
every day!" – Peggy Comfrey, CSJ

"I have made donations to food pantries 
and soup kitchens. I have brought 

home-cooked meals to young 
families who are trying to work 
from home and homeschool their 
children. As an extension of my 
parish's bereavement program 

that I co-facilitate, I have called the 
participants to see how they are doing. 

With some newly bereaved people, I have 
shared this link: 
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/bravery-in-
bereavement/202004/how-cope-bereavement-during-the-
pandemic/ - Nancy Papp, CSJA

"After gathering up odd numbers of children's books, coloring 
pamphlets, craft packets, religious articles, holy cards, and 
more, I had a FREE yard sale. Parents left with huge smiles  
and busy work for their stay-at-home children."
 - Annie Kaufmann, CSJ

"Each day, we pray and have watched the TV Mass together. 
We offered a special prayer to St. Joseph on his feast (Joseph 
the Worker). We had a special prayer service and crowning 
of Mary on May 3rd, dedicated to all those impacted by the 
Coronavirus.

Sisters at St. Joseph Hall help one another by doing errands, 
when needed, at the pharmacy or grocery store. We call 
friends at Bethany to keep in touch during these difficult days, 
and volunteer to portress hourly each day. But knowing we 
also have to take care of ourselves, we enjoy a movie each 
week for relaxation and recreation."  
- Donata Marie Cardarelli, CSJ, Anne Marie Garrity, CSJ,  
Virginia Kelleher, CSJ, and Rose Joseph Murphy, CSJ

Pictured above: Patricia Corkery, CSJ, crowning Mary.



"Our local community gathering from 42 Stellman Road - 
Nancy Braceland, CSJ, and Charlotte Gulino, CSJ, and myself 
 -  a community in the diaspora. We are joined by Jean 
McKinney, CSJ, Milton, Annie Kaufman, CSJ, New Mexico, 
Joanne Mauldin, CSJ Agrégée, Holliston, Joanne Fantini, 
CSJ Agrégée, West Roxbury, and Carol Fitzsimmons, CSJ, 
Roslindale. We gather every 4 – 6 weeks for a meal and 
prayer." - Mary Anne Doyle, CSJ

Sister Mary Ellen O'Connell provided a brief overiew of the the activites of the associates during Covid-19. Christine Lachkey 
was running her school for children of first responders, until she contracted the virus (she is recovered now); June Cieri is 
volunteering seven days a week at her parish food pantry outside Washington, DC; Catherine Sabatini is continuing her job as 
Activity Director on the 2nd floor at Bethany; Sandra Selvarajah, Joanne Murphy, and Beth Sheehan are teachers doing some 
distance/online work; Nan Bouche continues holding spiritual direction through on-line means; Mary MacGillivray, pastoral 
care at Spaulding, is visiting her residents through skype. Associates are shopping for people, calling on elderly neighbors, and 
more, just doing their part.

"Alone - together - that’s how it 
feels!!! I do enjoy writing to our 
sisters living at Bethany Health 
Care Center and St. Joseph 
Hall. Indeed, these pandemic 
days have touched us all. Our 
appreciation of community and 
each other has deepened." 
 - Zita Fleming, CSJ

“Ever widening the circles of prayer 
by sharing with family and friends 

the daily reflections from The 
Women's table.”  

- Alice Mary Kirby, CSJ

"Being designated as an essential worker 
took on real meaning in March 2020. 
Work in the laboratory’s procurement 
department at the Mass Biological 
Research Lab escalated dramatically 
as the pandemic started to unfold. 
While not directly involved with lab 
work, it was our department’s function 
to locate and acquire needed supplies 
and materials as the initial testing got 
underway at the laboratory. Working as a team, it’s my 
belief, we made a difference." - Helen Hickey, CSJA

"My ministry is to visit aging parishioners 
who are unable to attend services - at 
home, in assisted living, and nursing 
homes. I connect by phone with 
those in assisted living homes. Those 
receiving services from Elder Services 
of Worcester Area (I am on that 
Board) are doing well. I am calling 
them each week, especially those who 
don't have family in area." 
-  Marie Therese Martin, CSJ

 MORE FROM THE ASSOCIATES AND CONGREGATION MINISTRIES

"Seven days a week, I drive my 
daughter to and from work at Star 
Market. Every day, I join my volunteer 
Reiki group to send healing love 
throughout the world. I baked 
cookies for the pediatric night shift 
nurses at MG, and I am donating to 

several organizations providing food for 
people in need."- Kathy Teahan, CSJA

Along with their Care & Reflection postings, the MultiCultural Circle and the Mothers Circle offered by The Women's Table are 
now meeting via Zoom. Additionally, The Women's Table and The Literacy Connection have been part of the Allston-Brighton 
Health Collaborative meetings. These have been an important way of keeping up with food networking, small business 
supports, community health updates, outreach programs. Saint Joseph Spiritual Ministries have been posting reflections that 
can be found on our website at https://www.csjboston.org/prayers-during-pandemic/.



Sister Claire Archambault, CSJ
(Sister St. James)

Date of Birth: August 8, 1931
Date of Death: May 8, 2020

In the 71st year of her Religious Life.

Sister Regina Harrington, CSJ
(Sister Rita Marie)

Date of Birth: July 4, 1926
Date of Death: May 6, 2020

In the 74th year of her Religious Life.

Sister Catherine Ann Lloyd, CSJ
Date of Birth: July 28, 1930
Date of Death: May 9, 2020

In the 70th year of her Religious Life.

Sister Mary T. Goudey, CSJ
(Sister Marie Claire)

Date of Birth: February 9, 1940
Date of Death: May 1, 2020

In the 63rd year of her Religious Life.
Entered: September 8, 1957

Sister Mary Louise Mawn, CSJ
Date of Birth: April 27, 1922
Date of Death: May 3, 2020

In the 79th year of her Religious Life.

Sister Patricia Martin, CSJ
(Sister Vincent Marie)

Date of Birth: July 29, 1932
Date of Death: May 4, 2020

In the 70th year of her Religious Life.

Sister Helen Laughlin, CSJ
(Sister Clarentius)

Date of Birth: February 18, 1928
Date of Death: April 28, 2020

In the 74th year of her Religious Life.

Go now in peace, 

faithful friend of God, 

as you take our love

into paradise. 

God’s holy angels  

will lead you home 

to the wide waiting  

arms of the Lord.
-Song of Farewell, Don Schutte


