SPRING / SUMMER 2020 + VOL 5 + NQ.2
Sisters of Saint Joseph
of Boston

www.csjboston.org




the MORE...

SPRING / SUMMER 2020 x VOL.5 x NO.2

SPRING / SUMMER 2020 | VOL.5| NO. 2

the MORE... is a publication of the
Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston Communications and
Mission Advancement Of ces. It is published twice
yearly with biweekly online updates that can be
viewed at www.csjboston.org.

C oMMUNICATIONS LEADERSHIP TEAM LIAISON
Marian Batho, CSJ

DIRECTOR OF C OMMUNICATIONS
Joanne Gallagher, CSJ

AssiSTANTDIRECTOR OF C OMMUNICATIONS
Darlene Rogers

MissioN ADVANCEMENT LEADERSHIP TEAM LiAlsoN
Catherine Clifford, CSJ

DIRECTOR OF MissiON A DVANCEMENT
Carol Mack

COORDINATOR OF M ISSION ADVANCEMENT
Robert Tamulis

MissioN ADVANCEMENT A SSOCIATE
Karen Yee

EpiTorIAL C ONSULTANTS
Pat Boyle, CSJ Kathy McCluskey, CSJ
Ann Marie Grady, CSJ Kathie Shute, CSJA

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Joanne Gallagher, CSJ Margaret Lelakes, CSJA
Anne Marie Garrity, CSJ  Mary Ellen O’'Connell, CSJ
Ann Marie Grady, CSJ Darlene Rogers

For ADDRESSUPDATES
please contact Robert Tamulis at 617.746.2114
or robert.tamulis@csjboston.org
For G ENERALINQUIRIES
Contact us at 617.746.2110

communications.of ce@csjboston.org
637 Cambridge Street  °Brighton, MA 02135

To MAKE A DoNATION
please contact Carol Mack at 617.746.2115
or carol.mack@csjboston.org
https://www.csjboston.org/support-our-sisters/conta ct-us/

the MORE... is produced with post-consumer recycled
paper and with environmentally friendly inks.

PRINTER
The Ink Spot, Quincy, MA

Ei £ E1CE N

ur magazine title, the MORE..., comes from a spiritual
O cornerstone of our charism, spirit,and spiritualit  y dating
back to the 17th century roots of the world-wide fa mily
of Sisters of St. Joseph. The Consensus Statement, drawn
from the central ideas of our founding spirituality states, in
part, that we approach life “with an orientation to wards
excellence ( le plus) tempered by gentleness, peace, joy”
The French“ le plus”translates into English as the MORE...

en amed

with the compassion of God,

we, Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston,

women of the Church, rooted in the Gospel,
together with our Associates
are impelled by the active, inclusive love of God to:
deepen our relationship with God
and the dear neighbor without distinction;
foster prophetic communion;
and journey into the future
with Sisters of St. Joseph and Associates,
throughout the world

and with all God'’s Creation.

Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston ¢ Vision Statement 2006

e, Sisters of St. Joseph, are women receptive to the
Wstirrings of the Holy Spirit of Love. Together with our
associates we are called to live in right relationship with
all creation. We are a community of women whose mission
is to realize the prayer of Christ that all may be one.

In community and prayerful contemplation, we listen to
this Spirit and move always toward profound love of God
and love of neighbor without distinction.
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From Our President

entecost is near.
The Easter season

IS drawing to a close and Lent is
In the rearview mirror.

As | re ect on the ninety days from Ash Wednesday to Pentecost, | know this
year has been a most unusual, even an extraordinary journey. What began in lat
February has been a desert experience like no other in my lifetime, a jdurney o
con nement, fear, loss, death, and an occasional glimmer of hope, frortotizd g Lee Hogan, CSJ
pandemic of a virus known as COVID-19. One may describe this passage of time
as our own Paschal Mystery, our way of the Cross to Easter Renewal and now to
Pentecost and the Holy Spirit called to renew the face of the earth.

So one might ask, “What is to be learned from this unique and painful journey,
learned about ourselves, the human community, our globalized world?”

The virus has no favorites, no preference of wealth, geography, race or
religion. It has treated us all as equals. And, forced to stay in our homes, we have
been reminded of the joys of family and the simplicity of home life, as we have
confronted the challenges of living continually in close proximity atitbutimost
of our usual comforts and activities. How do | feel? Does this experieneernerit
to make some changes to my daily life?

The speed with which this virus moved across continents tells us that
globalization is not just about business and economic markets. We are edrnorect
many levels as one human community sharing a common experience of suffering.

Does this prompt me to think of other ways in which the bond of our common
humanity can and must transcend those ways in which we differ?

The scripture readings for Pentecost offer thoughts for re ection. Ths 8ic
the Apostles speaks of driving wind, tongues of re, lled with the Holy $piri
different languages, receiving and understanding the message.eCamahness of
our world and the power of a virus lead us to see beyond our differences of nation,
language, culture, north, south, east, west to the oneness of the global human
community?

In his Gospel, John recounts the disciples being relieved of their fears and
offered peace by Jesus, who then calls the Holy Spirit upon them and sends them
into the world. It is this same Spirit who dwells now with us offering us the peace
and the love of God, the Unifying Love of God. May this Spirit of Love inspire us
to live the lessons learned on this journ&y.

Qomenisly Gt

tebmllem i wg WWW%@@W farjes
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Partners in Creating a World
Where Love Impels

Tove That Gtiry Up FAction.

/ ction that stirs up love; love that
stirs up action —what do these
words mean in the midst of our current
world reality? Preparations for this issue of The MORE... started
shortly before we began hearing non-stop news of COVID-19, a pandemic that
has shaped our sodal, spiritnal, economic and professional 1ives not only for the
past monthe but for our personal and collective futures.

We have lived through the unprecedented experience of virtual celebrations
of 5t. Joseph's Day and the Paschal Tridoum. We have canceled or rescheduled
mmerous events including our Living the Direarn Dinner and The Women's
Table anmual event. Many of us make mumerous trips to a new “town” called
ZLoom where our neighbor is a screenshot away. Yet through all this, the actions
of our sisters, associates, agrégées and partners in mission continue to stir up love
in mumerous ways. “Mysteriously, this stirring up of love is where and how we
experience God! It is the means God uses to relate with us most intimarely.”*

Most of the articles in this issue of the MORE. .. were in process before
the “new normal” in which we find ourselves. To say the coronavirus is
changing everything about our church, our wodd and life as we know it is
an understaternent. Take time to visit our website, Instagram or Facebook
for glimpess into the virtual outreach of our sisters, associates, agrégées and
virtual engagement of these ministries, we hope you notice that there is no
such thing as a “non-COVID essential® ministry. Every one of our ministries
matter right now. Each ministry is leading with love of the Dear Neighbor that
gtira up action.

As we continue to grow into whatever the future holds, let us ponder the
ways in which this pandemic offers a deeper imvitation to transforming action
that stirs up love; love that stirs up action. What transformations are occurring
within cursehves, our communities, our nation and the global community as we
live through this time? May we hold one another in prayer and may our prayer
ready us to participate in this transformation, while holding in our hearts all
who are suffering.’ 27

I The service of Cordial Charity - Marci Allen CES] . Flavia Pullokaran, Sisters of St. Joseph of
Chambery, India, Tenmaya Frovioos bittp:#chamber yindia. oy /st-jose phi-not- so-silent
1 See https:/Vlowr cog/me dia/news /rall- spirihal-bonding-lowr-light-globa-heal th-crisis
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Mission Advancement Conversation

Cathy Clifford, CSJ, Assistant President,

Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston
and Carol Mack,
Director of Mission Advancement

l
< \/ J

/ 7
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Carol: What an awful spring we've been having! COVID-19 has cast

such a shadow on our world, and illness and economic uncertainty have

overshadowed the appreciation for the miracle of renewal that is spring.

S. Cathy:We wholeheartedly offer our sympathy and prayethdse who
are suffering in our Greater Boston communitiesval as in the global
community. There is hope. | see it in our friends & our supporters.
Through this crisis they have been there for usragdeart is lled with
gratitude.

Carol: We couldn’t manage without this outpouring of love and support.

Those who still supported our appeal, who remained steadfast when we
postponed our Living the Dream Dinner, who supported our card program.
All who had the generosity of spirit to remember our sisters even as they he

concerns for themselves and their families. THANK YOU!
S. Cathy:l want to remind our friends that we pray for you every day.

Through prayer there is hope and comfort. Even our sisters who are too fra

to continue the ministries they once pursued with passion and vigor are

channeling that passion into prayer for you, our supporters, and for odr wo

Carol: One of the blessings that sustains us is the gifts that we have receiv
from those who have remembered us in their estate plans. They will always

in our hearts and prayers.

S. Cathy:Since we had a deadline for this magazine that was well in advan
of publication, we can't yet share with our friends how our sisters have beet
affected by this disease. | just want them to know that their generosity has

made it easier to bear.

Carol: | know that Bob Tamulis, who manages our data and Karen Yee, wh

edits and writes our online newsletter want me to convey their heartfelt
thanks and well wishes to our friends.

S. Cathy:And lastly, | want to include these inspirational wofplease see
sidebar)from a Brother in Ireland, to give us hope.

God bless”™®

Catherine Clifford, CSJ

Lockdown

We pray and we remember that
Yes, there is fear.
But there does not have to be hate

Yes, there is isolation.
But there does not have to be loneling

Yes, there is panic buying.
But there does not have to be meanng

Yes, there is sickness.
But there does not have to be
disease of the soul.

Yes, there is even death.
But there can always be
a rebirth of love.

Wake to the choices you make
as to how to live now.

Today, breathe.
Listen, behind the factory noises
of your panic

The birds are singing again
The sky is clearing,
Spring is coming,
And we are always encompassed
by Love.

Open the windows of your soul
And though you may not be able
to touch across the empty square,

Sing.

Edited from “Lockdown”
Brother Richard Hendrick, OFM
March 13, 2020
Used with permission.

SS.

2SS.

www.csjboston.org * 3
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Earth Day Turns 50 ! E

By Betty Cawley, CSJ
YEARS
2020

( hiz year we celebrated the

50th Anniversary of Earth Day.
The event was the brainchild of Gaylord
Nelson, Democratic senator from Wisconsin. It is

interesting to compare some of the circumstances that
gave birth to the day in 1970 with those that exist at the
time of its 50" anniversary.

In 1962 Rachel Carson published her ground-breaking
book, Silent Springwhile it presented abundant evidence
of the deterioration of the environment because of the
use of pesticides, it was received with a great deal of
skepticism in the public arena. In 1969, the ravages of a
massive oil spill in Santa Barbara, California were enough
to convince Gaylord Nelson that a national effort was
needed to address such disasters. When the date of the

rst Earth Day was established, April was chosen so that
college-age students, with their experience of protests
during the Vietham War, would still be in classes and
available to participafeThe rst Earth Day led to the
establishment of the Environmental Protection Agency
and the Clean Water, Clean Air and Endangered
Species Acts.
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In 2020, we have abundant scienti ¢ and experiential
evidence of climate change, of the deterioration of
Earth, our common home, and we are even able to make
projections for the immediate and more distant future.
Nevertheless, there are skeptics who doubt or deny
these signs. On the positive side, as in 1970, we have
young people taking the lead in many efforts to address
climate change. No doubt they see their future and their
descendants’ future with a clearer vision but in a darker
light. It is interesting to note that various organizations
chose themes for Earth Day that stresseduttgencyf
the situation’

Denis Hayes, organizer of the rst Earth Day and
current Earth Day Network Board Chair Emeritus
noted: “Despite that amazing success and decades of
environmental progress, we nd ourselves facing an even
more dire, almost existential, set of global environmental
challenges, from loss of biodiversity to climate change
to plastic pollution, that call for action at all levels of
government.?

We Sisters of St. Joseph, associates, agrégées, partners
in mission and others connected to us prepared for
Earth Day with a series of Lenten practices derived from
Sustainable Development Goal 12: “Ensure sustainable
consumption and production patterns.” Speci c areas
included consumerism, plastics, water, human traf cking
in the seafood industry, and waste. The goal was to
surface and share common actions/practices that we could
commit to communally on Earth Day, in both word and
celebration.

Needless to say, the COVID-19 pandemic altered
plans for our Earth Day celebration, shifting it from
communal gatherings to online adaptations. Nevertheless,
the collected data on what issues and what actions seemed
most important for follow-up in an ongoing way provided
focus for the online celebrations. It also provided an
opportunity to give new emphasis and signi cance to parts
of our Corporate Statement on Care for the Earth that we
committed to twenty-eight years ag@®

Lhttps://www.earthday.org/history/

2Catholic Climate Covenant: “An Urgent Appeal for Actions”; Creation
Justice Ministries: “The Fierce Energy of Now”; the national movement
“Climate Action.”

Shttps://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2020/

Site of a Water Treatment initiative near Cuernavaca, MX. Note the
beauty of the waterfall. While out of view in the picture on left is
discarded waste from those who live upriver and pollute the local
village's water supply. Villagers are trying to access clean water by
addressing the root cause of this pollution.

Revisiting
Our CSJ Corporate Stance
on Care for the Earth

In recognition of the 50th anniversary of Earth Day

on April 22nd, we invite you to re ect on these quotes
from our CSJ Corporate Stance on Care for the Earth,
which we publicly declared on Earth Day 1992.

We continue to try to live by the aspirations of

this declaration.

Visit our “Integrity of Creation” page on our website at
https://www.csjboston.org/justice-peace/integrity-of-creation/
for a 2020 virtual re ection on this corporate stance.

www. csjboston.org ¢ 5
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Seeking a Deeper Relationship with God

Voices of Participants

Joseph Spiritual Ministries,
ounded and supported by the
ongregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph
of Boston welcomes women and men of all faith traditions

and cultures who seek a deeper relationship with God, self and
all creation. In collaboration with other dedicated people we are
committed to offering spiritual direction and diverse spiritual
opportunities in various locations for individuals and groups.

Going Deeper in the Journey of Life
By Helen Noonan, CSJ

Participating in the
mornings and afternoons of
prayer offered by St. Joseph
Spiritual Ministries has given
me a new sense of mindfulness
in prayer and ministry. It is a
way of being good to myself
and enhancing my spiritual
life; an opportunity to go
deeper and look at the journey
of life in a more trusting way.

Throughout my life, the
scriptural image of the vine
and the branches has been Helen Noonan, CSJ, with another participant
central in my prayer. | make jt during one of St. Joseph Spiritual Ministries’

a priority to arrange the prayer days.

schedule of my volunteer

ministries to take part in this type of spirituareshment. Doing this
helps me stay more closely connected to “the y@®ed) and be mindful
of myself as “the branch” who is reaching out &rgkind of dear
neighbor whether it's being present to the litthéldren at Franciscan
Children’s or tutoring immigrants who come to Thédracy Connection
for help in developing language skills.

As a person who thrives on being active, making time for what St.
Joseph Spiritual Ministries has to offer helps me slow down, re ect more
deeply, expand various ways of praying, pay close attention to the beauty
of creation and be more compassionate with myself and others.

Each time | come away from a morning or afternoon of prayer, |
nd myself resonating with the words of a song based on Fr. Jean Pierre
Medialle’s Maxim 84, “May you quietly await the movement of grace,
and when it comes move gently with humility, delity, and courage.”

6 ¢ www.csjboston.org

An Endless Adventure:
Re ections on
a Prayer Series

by Cindy Servino,

Participant in Cosmology Series and
parishioner at St. Patrick Parish,
Watertown, MA

Sister Joan’s Prayer Series, Cosmology
and Cosmogenesis, An Endless
Adventure, is an exploration into the very
essence of creation. We are exploring the
enormity of the universe, the vastness fron
which we emerged. The series combines
scientists’ exploration with poetry,
re ection and prayer enhanced. The
combination of visually stunning images,
well-prepared presentations, written
materials, time for group participation
and additional readings are masterfully
put together. | loved this comment shared
from our last meeting. “This is causing me
to totally rethink who | am!”

When we begin to comprehend the
vastness, the galaxies and spirals, the
expansion and contraction that lead to the
miraculous creation of our own world, are
humbling. We see that humility echoed by
the sciences. Every element of every atom
in our being has been present from the
beginning of creation. | am reminded of
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Joan McCarthy, CSJ, leads the cosmology
series offered by St. Joseph Spiritual Ministries.

the words in the celebration of Eucharist,
“the mystery of faith.”

Visually, intellectually and spiritually
we have received a great gift. Sister Joan
is taking us on a journey with enormous
passion, truly sharing her gifts. Learning
to think expansively about our place in this
immense universe, we are humbled before
God. We are exploring the biggest miracle,
the miracle of creation. With humility we

are changed. We have received a great gift.

We are closer to God.

Editor’s note: This prayer series was
scheduled through May 4, 2020. Not
surprisingly, it was cut short by the spread
of the coronavirus. Our prayer is that all
of us will continue to be humbled before
the miracle of creation as we pray for
each other.

Seeking a Spiritual Connection

By Marylyn Eastwood, Participant in Afternoon of Prayer
with Clare Walsh, MHSH

I've been a seeker as long as | can remember. Knowing myself,
connecting with the Spirit, and sharing spiritual connection with ather
especially other women, has long been important to me. I'm a member
of Church of the Good Shepherd (Episcopal), Watertown, MA, an
associate of the Order of St. Anne, Bethany, and a retired librarian caring
for my 92-year-old mother. Since 2016, I've enjoyed opportunities to
learn and pray with the Sisters of St. Joseph.

Sister Clare Walsh'’s February afternoon of prayes titled, “Sensing
God.” Knowing | could surely sense God'’s presendeGod’s workings
all around me, | signed on. Sr. Clare invited usi@ke full use of our
senses, especially during Lent, as a means ofridyalaiser to God
and more fully experiencing God’s creation. Herirefar continues to
serve me as | return from shopping with beautifoldoice. Washing it
to remain safe from the coronavirus, | enjoy themgyr purple-brown of
beets; the nubbiness of fresh green asparaguse Asrub our hands and
attend to the sound and the feel of water, we ¢tayresent, draw God
close, and keep anxieties at a distance.

“Explore the use of your hearing one week of Lent, and your sense
of touch the next,” Sr. Clare suggested. Did | follow the discipline she
offered? Sometimes. But | go back again and again to her words, and the
practice of deepening our gratitude for God’s gifts, especially as we nd
them in growing things this spring and summer.

As | live this season of my life, gratefully, asd®@alls it, | give
thanks for the ways my senses help me relate tmatlyer who lives
with moderate dementia. While her memory can betgpber sense of
taste remains acute. She is delighted by the husi@eetness of blueberry
pancakes or the juiciness of cold, pink watermdibianks be to God!

Left: Marylyn Eastwood
Right: Clare Walsh, MHSH during her
presentation.

www.csjboston.org ¢ 7
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2020 Census: An Opportunity

to Shape Our Local and National Future

By Pat Andrews, CSJ

the 2020 Census drew closer,
we anticipated both a challenge and
pportunity. Challenge, because the Brighton
, re our Motherhouse is located, is considered

a Hard to Count Community. Opportunity, because we Ik
wanted to share our resources with our many dear neighbo:
who needed assistance. Our Census count determines ourE'
State’s representation in Congress and the allocation of Federal fund
for schools, hospitals, roads, housing, public works, Childreraithe
Insurance (CHIP) and other vital investments.

Mary Black, CSJ, offers information about the During our January 2020 C_:ongregatlon gathgrlng, the importance

2020 Census to those arriving at Jackson Mann of the 2020 Census was explained. We realized it was only natural that

polling site in March. we become involved. Some attended workshops to be pa@ahplete
Count CommittéeOthers greeted voters and distributed Census
educational yers on our Massachusetts Primary Day in March.

Soon after, COVID-19 stepped in. The virus upended o@
plans to be a Questionnaire Assistance Cénkéowever, we #
have kept our focus on publicizing the Census and its
importance through Social Media posts on Census Day, April 1,
and notices to sisters, associates, agrégées and partners in mission.
The Literacy Connection tutors are in contact with our adult students
during this time of shut-down. In an effort to do some distance
learning, they guide students through the process of completing the
Census questionnaire via designated telephone numbers which provide
the option of speaking directly with a Census of cial in their own

language.
Our Complete Count Committee is active via online E"*Eﬁ.g
Distributing 2020 Census information are meetings. As of April 3rd, Massachusetts has had 45.2% u?'w" s
Sisters Rosemary Mulvihill, Rose Canney, Kathy |ati dtothe C Nati ide th o
Berube and Pat Andrews with Oscar Lopez, population respond to the Census. Nationwide the response
Chief of Staff for Rep. Kevin Honan. has been 43.9% and Boston is at 35%. The committee continues to

meet and focus on making contact within census tracts that have a low
rate of response. With or without COVID-19, we are committed to
helping with an accurate count. We won't let misinformation keep
people from responding. The 2020 Census is more than a population
count. It's an opportunity to shape our local and national futéze.

! https://lwww.nonpro tvote.org/nonpro tscount/who-ishard-to-count/

2 https://lwww.census.gov/programs-surveys/decerteabus/2020-census/complete_count.
html

8 https://www.nonpro tvote.org/regional-census-of sesearch-for-questionnaire-assistance-
centers/

8 ¢ www.csjboston.org
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Spiritual Direction:

A Way of Transformation

By Dorothea Masuret, CSJ

experience of God
becomes more alive
when | share it.” Recently
ese words were spoken to me in relation to

spiritual direction. For me, they succinctly describe one
of the graces that comes from this practice. Simply said,
we do not want to know God only in the intellect, we
want to experience God in our hearts.
Helping me to appreciate this reality more
profoundly was the opportunity | had to participate in
the Spiritual Direction Internship Initiative, sponsored
by the Sisters of St. Joseph. This program has enabled
me to be more aware of God in my own life and to be Dorothea Masuret, CSJ, during a Spiritual Direction meeting
with others as “they seek God with all their hearts.” In with a young woman.
my encounters with others, | nd that people come for
spiritual direction for many different reasons, namely, to
learn how to pray more faithfully, to manage family/ regulations are no longer the norm for behaving, but
work situations that are very demanding and challengingather the awareness of how God sees the situation in
or to probe the questions that are central to their lives. which we nd ourselves, how God sees the people with
The desires and needs that we bring are variedatbut whom we are engaged, and how God loves each of us
the core of what we seek is a deeper relationsittip w uniquely.
God. It is the deepening of this relationship timakes all Fidelity to the God who calls us into this intimate
the difference in our lives. In the process we inecaware relationship is the way that transformation begins to take
that the God we are seeking is the God who is seplis.  place in our lives. We no longer just change habits but

The Prodigal Son takes on whole new meanings. take on a whole new way of being and acting as the heart
My role as the director is not to tell the person what begins to trust God’s call to intimacy and to being open

to do or how to do it. The way we pray is not the to God’s way of seeing, acting and loving. As one grows

centerpiece of the encounter. What is central to the in this intimate relationship with God, and lives out of

process is that the directee be open to what God might this awareness, transformation begins to take place. The
be showing her/him, and for the director to pay attentionknowing is of the heart, the way to live is now measured
to the way God desires to be in an intimate relationship by the way one experiences God’s way of seeing, acting
with the person, a relationship of the heart. and loving.

As the person encounters God and trusts this What a grace it is for me to see how God works in
encounter, | notice a new freedom emerging. Rules and our lives\Z®

www.csjboston.org * 9
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Re ection: What if...?

By Pat Kozak, CSJ

i Dol o€l e, THen Uoigl o€l Fes

as 1859 when Charles Dickens wrote,
was the best of times, it was the worst of times.”
uld have been written today, as you read this.

We are facing challenges rarely seen the time to nd the “right material,” i.e. a
before, whether the focus is the coronavirus, simple conversation, an outreach of attention,
the political “climate” surrounding us, or the a mindfulness of their presence, to create

dire insecurity in which so many live. the bridge.
At the same time, we are unavoidably So, excluding this one person, the
interdependent; our actions impact one experiment is this:
another in ways we have not imagined. What can | do to come together with the
In the midst of all this, we often feel people in my life to lessen the distances
divided as a people, “at odds” with many between our hearts?
around us. We know in our hearts this is not What if | looked for some topic we both

right or good. “This is no way to live,” we tell cared about — and had a conversation about it?
ourselves. And yet...and yet we ask ourselvedDon’t make it about politics. Maybe don't
“What can be done about the divisiveness, make it about church either. Start with

and the insecurity and fear that often something real, and human and easy. Start

accompanies it?” with a TV show. Start with a shared love of
The answer may be strangely simple. dogs — or cats. Or cooking or a sports team.

We need to come together. Perhaps it could be a shared delight in
We have all become aware of “social children or grandchildren.

distancing.” This experience of divisiveness Or start with a love of gardening, of

and isolation, however, is about theart owers versus vegetables, and perhaps move

distancingve have allowed to happen. We to the challenges of insects and weather. And
have pitted sides against each other. And how unpredictable the weather is.
before we knew it, we had pitted hearts | am not suggesting a line-up of “gotcha”
against each other as well. Left and right, conversations on issues, though serious issues
conservative and liberal, races, ages, classesare ne. Whatever the topic, | am suggesting
each against each other. that we really set out to learn from the other.
What ifwe each tried a simple experiment?To discover things that | do not know —
What ifwe allowed ourselves one person, whether it be information or simply
just one person, for whom we gave ourselves appreciating another person’s experience of
pass. We agree we will not try to bridge the life that is different from mine.
differences with this one person; they seem Here’s the point. We are not going to
too great, too impossible, too...whatever. make it alone. Not my side or your side or
And what ifwe saw everyone else in our “their side.” We need each other. There is
day-to-day lives as a potential bridge person. a future worth living only if we nd a way
What if we simply slowed down and noticed to come together. Only if we nd each
them. And in this slowed down moment, took other againZ®

www.csjboston.org
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Casserly House Turns

By Jen Reis
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ur Beginning: “How

ighborhood in the manner of our
rst sisters?” From this compelling question, the

dream emerged!

In 1997, the Sisters of St. Joseph were preparing to
celebrate 125 years of presence and service in the Boston
area. A legacy committee formed with the intention of
commemorating this anniversary in a special way.

Like our rst sisters in mid-seventeenth centuryakce
and the sisters who came to Boston in 1873, thisrittee
was impelled by a desire to go into the city, @s$esneeds
and respond in a manner consistent with our misdion
France it was the needs of homeless young womdsngton
of 1873 it was education of immigrants. In 199Wds the
needs of a multiethnic, multicultural neighborhdadBoston
that offered an opportunity to esh out the origin@SJ
charism of service to the dear neighbor withoultirlision.

A three-year quest led to the purchase of a triple-
decker home at 42 Stellman Road in Boston’s Roslindale

Superintendent Nora Baston, Nancy Braceland, CSJ, and Jim
McCarthy, Ignatian Volunteer, present a certi cate to a participant in
the Adult Literacy Program during Casserly House’s annual driveway
picnic and award ceremony.

12 « www.csjboston.org

Jen Reis works with participants in Casserly's Summer
Enrichment Days.

neighborhood and the dream prevailed! Sisters Nancy

an we be a presence in theBraceIend, Mary Anne Doyle, Anna Edge, and Ann Marie

O’Malley became the Stellman Road Community on the
second and third oors. They designated the rst oor for
outreach to the neighborhood. Named in honor of Mother
Regis Casserly, one of the original Boston sisters, Casserly
House opened as a Congregation ministry in April, 2000.

The Casserly House logo, designed by Anne Marie
Grady, CSJ, and crafted by Adela Rodriguez, CSJ, portray
a large, deeply-rooted tree, its sturdy branches reaching ou
to the sky beyond. Like that tree, Casserly House is deeply
rooted in the city of Boston. During the past twenty years,
its roots have deepened and branches stretched to embrac
global community!

Casserly House Today

Twenty years later, that dream, planted as a seedling,
has ourished. Casserly House embodies that pioneering,
risk-taking spirit, that hope for the future, and continues
to embrace the challenge — a ministry of servigelled by
God’s inclusive love

Volunteers and visitors often ask why, three years
ago, | chose to accept the position of Director at Casserly
House. Just as the sisters desired to become a conduit of
change, and hoped to provide a safe space in which that
change could happen, I, too, sought to work in a ministry of
compassionate love — to bring about change in the world.

Twenty years ago, when | was a sophomore at Regis
College, | had the privilege of interning at Casserly House.
In those early days, sisters and volunteers from Casserly
House were forging relationships and building trust within
the neighborhood: reaching out to neighbors, visiting
homes, offering instruction in English, and advocating for
services on behalf of the local community. Twenty years
later, that same spirit of compassionate love is the fuel that
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runs Casserly House. Each day our staff withesses hundre
of small miracles. The immigrant who is beaming because
she is a student for the rst time in her life, having come
from a country that does not educate women! Our adult
student who has just become a US citizen! Our After-Scho
Program student who has been accepted into a Boston exé
school! We celebrate dreams made real every day!

Envisioning the Future

After twenty years, what is next for Casserly House?
The need to offer a place of compassionate love for the mo
vulnerable among us is never going to end. What | envisio
is our students, young and old, taking the compassionate
love that they have experienced at Casserly House and
passing it on, helping to create a compassionate communit
in which love stirs up action, and action stirs up love. |
see our tree continuing to ourish — roots deepening, our
branches extending to embrace the world! With deep
gratitude, we acknowledge that the ministry of Casserly
House would be impossible to sustain without the support
of the Sisters of St. Joseph, and the generosity of our dono
volunteers and community partners. Gifts of time, talent
and nancial support celebrate the Casserly House dream,
and keep the spirit of compassionate love alive!

Above: Jen Reis looks on as Ann Kaufmann, CSJ, works with
participants in Casserly's Summer Enrichment Days.

Below: Eva Arnott, CSJA, tutors adult learners at Casserly House.

For more information about Casserly House please visit
https://www.casserlyhouse.org/

By the
Numbers:

Casserly House

1997 Tocommemorate 125 years of CSJ presence in Boston

the congregation envisions a group of CSJs living

in a neighborhood and serving the emerging needs

of the area.
1997-1999 Search for an appropriate location in the

city, original charism of service to the “dear
neighbor” can be lived
January 6, 2000  The Feast of Epiphany: The Congregation
nalizes the purchase of a three-family
home at 42 Stellman Road, Roslindale

April, 2000 4 Sisters of St. Joseph move in and the ministry
of Casserly House begins
Needs emerge:
* ESL
» computer skills
 immigration information
« academic support for children
During the rst3years Casserly House
strives to develop essential partnerships with
Stellman Road neighbors, the neighborhood of
Roslindale, the Boston Police Department and
the City of Boston

2000-2003

2005 After 5years of service and presence on Stellman
Road, Casserly House achieves credibility and trust in
the Roslindale neighborhood

For the past 17 years

« tutoring for grades 2-5
« after-school homework groups
* high school exam preparation
» summer enrichment programs

Casserly House has offered:

Casserly House’s ministries have reached out to more than
1000 neighbors  from
+ 5 Continents
+ 25 Countries
Together with Sisters of St. Joseph, volunteers have consistently
offered presence and service at Casserly House:
» CSJ Associates 15 years
« Jesuit Volunteers 12 years
* Ignatian Volunteers 10 years
* 4 Boston BC students 8 years
2020 cCasserly House celebrates 20 years of presence

and service to residents of Boston’s Roslindale
neighborhood

Nancy Braceland, CSJ, contributed to this section.

www.csjboston.org e« 13
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What We Stand For

By Betty Cawley, CSJ W@.%WZ W@Z% WW% @W

e theme of our

ry 2020 Congregation
was “If Not Now, Tell Me
When.” The day included presentations

about our involvement in systemic social justice
initiatives during the past few months. Sister

Betty Cawley spoke on current justice activities,
emphasizing that advocacy is a way to use our
corporate voice, and stressing the importance of
systemic change, as our CSJ Constitution requires,
“to stand with the poor in the struggle for justice...
through efforts at systemic change which improve the
quality of life for those who are poor”; and “to stand

Betty Cawley, CSJ, and Nancy Braceland, CSJ, prepare to deliver
shoes to the State House collected by the congregation for the
“Lift Our Kids” initiative.

14 - www.csjboston.org
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corporately against those values and powers of our
culture or political system which suppress the dignity
and worth of persons.”

On the local level, our legislative advocacy has
been directly connected to the poor — speci cally to
those receiving Temporary Assistance for Families
with Dependent Children (TAFDC). In the “Lift
the Cap” campaign, we were part of a coalition
that successfully lobbied for a small amount of cash
assistance to be restored.

The current campaigrift Our Kids Out of Deep
Poverty seeks to gradually raise the grant for those
receiving TAFDC to a level that would gradually
bring them to 50% of the federal poverty level. As

Meet Christie Lewis

Christie Lewis
Fontbonne Academy, Class of 2020

During our January Congregation
Gathering, Christie Lewis, a senior at
Fontbonne, the Early College of Boston,
shared her experience as a Haitian

part of this campaign, sisters, associates, and agrégées
donated shoes and socks — symbols for many things
those on TAFDC can't afford.

Our other coalition effort — the “Safe
Communities Act” — aims to protect the safety and
human dignity of all persons, but especially
immigrants, who face particular challenges that make
them fearful of law enforcement.

When we sign a petition, call or email a legislator,
attend a hearing, or pray for the success of a bill, it is
not only a political act, but it is a justice act consistent
with the Social Teaching of the Gospel. Every voice
counts and can make a differeng®

For more information about Lift Our Kids, please visit
https://www.liftourkidsma.org/

Sisters Maryann Enright, Nancy Braceland, Betty Cawley,
Carlotta Gilarde, Florence Kahler, Lois Connors, and
Representative Kevin Honan [center] are among the
participants at the Lift Our Kids legislative gathering

at the State House.

immigrant. Part of her story is shared here.

“ Today, | share my story not to evoke pity,

but to stand here as a proud Haitian
immigrant who has recently gained their
citizenship and been the second person in
their family to be accepted into a university
and beg that everyone ght with every
ounce of their body to dismantle the racist
and oppressive system that we have in our
country today.

To sit back in times like these is to take
the side of the oppressor. For far too long,
young girls like me and the children
currently ghting for their lives at our
borders have been marginalized and
discriminated against by a system that

we have the power to change.

So, |l invite you all to stand in solidarity
with me and join me in the ght because
no one of God’s children should ever
have to live out my story or the thousands
of other stories of discrimination and

. . . 1
marginalization that have come before me.

www.csjboston.org ¢ 15
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By Betsy Conway, CSJ, Maureen Doherty, CSJ,
Maryann Enright, CSJ, and
Joanne Gallagher, CSJ

Joanne Gallagher, CSJ, at left, participates in one of the workshop
sessions offered during the "Journey for Justice" Teach-in.

t September, sisters were

Ited to COﬂSIder taklng part In The focus of the teach-in was to bring the perspective
an event “that would further of Catholic social teaching to bear on the realities unique
educate us, through rst-hand experience, about to the US-Mexico border region in an effort to build
Hstice and deepen solidarity across these borderlands.
Flight delays caused a late arrival on Friday, but we
quickly became immersed in the energy and welcoming
spirit of those gathered. Saturday morning included
prayer, plenary sessions, workshops and preparation for our
journey across the border. One panelist, Michael &ruz
reminded us, “the journey of becoming increasingly bold
is a pilgrimage in which we all share. We are being stirred
by God to be bold, to take direct action to move into a
greater place of solidarity, a more prophetic existence.”
Throughout the teach-in we heard hundreds of
young adults identify Catholic Social Principles as
the ground on which they stood and from where they
practiced courageous action. Together, we were on a
journey and were about to be part of a non-violent,
binational border action.

major immigration issues.” Sisters Betsy Conway, Maured
Doherty, Maryann Enright, and Joanne Gallagher
accepted this invitation. This was different from the
experience of volunteers. It was a three-day teach-in
titled Journey for Justimested by Hope Border Institute
(HOPE), the Latinx" Catholic Leadership Coalition of
El Paso, Texas, and joined by the DC Catholic Coalition.
In January, we tried to share our experience at a
Congregation Gathering and offer suggestions as to how
we all might continue to collaborate with organizations
working for just immigration reform in our country. We
say “tried” because being among those who attended the
conference, especially the young people, and witnessing
the plight of families crowded into tents in Juarez,
Mexico, de es words. The experience, though short,
was transformative.

We gathered at Sacred Heart Church, a Jesuit parish
in El Paso, near the international bridge. The pilgrimage
from here across the border was less than a mile but for
the journey of our hearts and souls it was a profound
experience of accompaniment. It stretched our inner
borders beyond calculation. We made our way through the
street of crowded makeshift dwellings (sometimes 5 in a
tent made for 2). First there was separation, difference,
strangeness. Migrants on one side, marchers on other.

Participants in the HOPE border witness accompanying asylum
seekers as part of our border experience.

Picture courtesy of Dan Moriarty, Maryknoll Global Concerns.
Used with Permission.



View of the Rio Grande River as we crossed the bridge.

Then we prayed together, placing our hands in a blessing
of one another. As we looked into one another’s eyes and  As we compose these re ections, COVID-19

smiled at each other, hearts connected. We were no longepntinues to spread. We checked with the HOPE of ce.
separated. We were ortdow did that happen? The courts are open but not working! Asylum seekers
must remain in Mexico; all court dates are cancelled but
they must show up on their scheduled date to receive
appropriate documentation for a rescheduled date! Several
During the afternoon, we learned that 15 of these ~ Shelters have gone to “Shelter in Place” mode — so there’s

asylum seekers would join our group for the return walk N0 room for new people. The bridge between El Paso and
across the bridge. We had proper documents; they did nouarez, usually crowded with car and foot traf c, is empty.
This was a n_Sk aSyIur_n seekers werg Ijeady to take. We fthA person of Latin American origin or descent (used as a gender-neutral or
deeply the sting of being part of a privileged culture. It nonbinary alternative to Latino or Latina).

was palpable embarrass|ng yet carries an air of the Sacfé\(dchael N. Okinczyc-Cruz, DMin. Executive Director of the Coalition for
! ! Spiritual and Public Leadership (CSPL)

Crossing back into the U.S. each of us was invited to
stop, bless the actual border with water, and say a brief
prayer at the place where asylum seekers are routinely
denied entry. But not so on this day! Back in El Paso,
we heard the news of a miracle. The three families
(15 people) had been allowed to cross. It was a moment
of relief — even hope. In response we were led through
a kind of litany.

* We are here to stop the inhumanity!
* We are Catholics.

e We know that an unjust system will fail,
if we refuse to cooperate.

* We will increasingly refuse to cooperate.
* We are a Eucharistic people. Above: pictured from

center to right: Sisters
* We are one body, ready to be broken for others Betsy Conway, Maureen

The sad news that we heard was that this was only oipeherty and Maryann
small step on their journey. These families went directly Enrightduring a plenary

. session of the "Journey for
to a cold jail cell at the border and had only a 30% chancg ;.. teach-in. Y

of securing permanent asylum. That was November. In a; gignt: 1n Juarez, Mx,
January we learned that they were processed successfulby,part of the communal
but like many asylum seekers they do not have a “trackingfessing of those who
athered, Maryann

number” and that means no one can track their movement, .
nright, CSJ, places her

A gOOd and bad thing- hand on the shoulder of
“‘ an asylum seeker.
For more information about The Hope Border Institute ql&;!!,

(HOPE) visit https://www.hopeborder.org/about-us [E]E)



the MORE... SPRING / SUMMER 2020 x VOL.5 x NO.2

“...and | promise...”

By Mary Rita Grady, CSJ

S We novices
concluded our
novitiate by our

expression of vows we each also

promised “...to practice...the

most cordial charity towards my
neighbor, whom | desire to serve by
all the works of mercy...which the
Congregation practices.” Today we
CSJs talk about the “dear neighbor,”
two words which hark back to the

beginnings of the Congregation in
seventeenth century France Mary Rita Grady, CSJ, in the CSJ Archives. One of her projects these days is trying to piece
) together the contents of a time capsule found during the deconstruction of Fontbonne

In my teaChmg’ my  rst dear Hall, Framingham. The water-damaged time capsule contains information and artifacts

neighbors” were third, seventh about our congregation and our church in the mid-1960s when Fontbonne Hall opened as

and ninth graders in Dorchester a place of study for temporarily professed sisters.

and Milton. But when | attended

graduate school with a grant to On my return from Georgetown, dear neighbor with faithfulness
study non-Western philosophy at | had become a member of the and adaptability through time. So
Georgetown University, the notion of newly-formed committee of our I moved from the profession of
my neighbor expanded greatly with  congregationRerum Novarum teaching to that of archivist. The

the introduction of Arabic, Chinese  Revisitedwhich dedicated itself to persons served have changed, but
and Indian philosophy, in addition to furthering education and action on  not the stimulus. Now | respond to
the well-known thinkers of Europe  current issues calling for justice in requests from people seeking early

and North America. When it was society, one more way to consider the history of their own families, as well
appropriate during my teaching at dear neighbor in present society. as making available to researchers
Regis College, | introduced some of But the early promise contained some historical material we may have.
this to students. At this time, too, later dimensions. As my teaching My primary duty now is to preserve
the women’s movement was growing years were drawing to a nish, the documents which record the

in prominence, and | introduced my  Sister Blaithin Sullivan brought up history of the Sisters of St. Joseph of
students — and myself —to woman  the possibility of working in the Boston who have worked to ful Il the
philosophers, following this by archives — to continue to preserve the early promise and challenge of the
introducing works of philosophers of history of the Sisters of St. Joseph  foundresses of the Congregation —
Central and South America. of Boston as we sought to serve the to call the neighbor “dearZ®

18 « www.csjboston.org



SPRING / SUMMER 2020 x VOL.5 x NO.2 the MORE...

Meet Our Living the Dream Dinner Honorees

By Catherine Clifford, CSJ

this time of social distancing, | would like to

roduce you to two women whom | trust you will get to meet
r rescheduled Living the Dream Dinner to leddchin the Spring of 2021.
They are creative, committed, hard-working, prayerful, generous aqdeumdividuals by

the names oMary Ann Jordanand theHon. Regina Quinlan Doherty, and they are our Honorees.

A lifelong resident of Everett, Mary Ann was educated by the Sisters of St.
Joseph from grades one through twelve; rst at Immaculate Conception School
and then at Pope John XXIII High School. Regina grew up in Brighton, attemdin
her parish school, St. Gabriel’s, to be followed by high school at Mountsgphlo
Academy. Their exposure to and molding by the Sisters of St. Joseph had a lasting
effect on who they became and the ways in which they chose to live their lives.
Mary Ann has ourished in the world of banking. Beginning her career at
Liberty Mutual Insurance, she next served at the First National Bank of Bosto
After various mergers, she worked at Bank of America and joined Eastern Bank
in 2004 and there, created the Financial Institutions Team. This teanpmsca
prominent position in New England banking.
On another note, Mary Ann is the proud Co-Chair Bastern’s Women'’s
Mary Ann Jordan Interest Network (WIN), where she works on the adeament of women with
nonpro ts throughout Eastern Bank'’s footprint, incling women employed by the
bank. In addition, she is a member of the Womenisnthl Health Leadership Council at McLean Hospital,
and also a member of the Massachusetts BankergiAgsn, Women in Banking Advisory Group.

Regina’s road to success was a little more circuitous, beginning with her
entrance to the Sisters of St. Joseph in 1961. Here, she was immersed in tha chari
of the Sisters of St. Joseph and formed enduring bonds with others from the
Community. In 1969, she left the Community. However, its values andipei®r
never left her.
After studying nights at Suffolk Law School, Regina earned a Juris Doctor
Degree in 1973 and was admitted to the Massachusetts Bar in December of that
year. For almost twenty years she was a trial lawyer in private practice and beca
widely known because of her representation of adult bookstores in B&stonbat
Zone. And then, in 1992, Regina was appointed as an Associate Justice of the
Superior Court. Here, she served for twenty years.
Mary Ann has held positions with the Foundation Board of Salem State
University and the Northeast Chapter of the Insurance Accounting andrSyste Hon- Regina Quinlan Doherty
Association, and is a longtime participant of St. Anthony’s Shrine indBost
Regina has served on the boards of Rosie’s Place, Aquinas College and Reggsabdl she too,
is a longtime participant at St. Anthony’s Shrine in Boston. And last, buaicdytnot least, at age 75,
life was still taking unanticipated turns. And so, with great joy, in Marcl0@B2Regina married
Gerard F. Doherty, a Boston attorney.
Aren’t we fortunate that these two women are our Honorees? Come to the Dmlgarh so much more®

Studio Mark Emile
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Giving Report

4% Card Program

——

- . / | 11% wills and Estate Gifts

You Keep Our Boat Afloat 2290 other including restricted gifts and

Congregational Ministry fundraising

Thanks to your generosity, from July 1, 2019 throug
December 31, 2019, we have raised a total of $748,27
We are so appreciative of your kindness.

Your gifts help support our Sisters and allow them
continue in volunteer ministry well past retirement ags 31% Fall Appeal
Your gifts also help support our Congregation ministri

We receive gifts in so many ways — checks, stock
transfers, distributions from pension accounts, and arg
also bene ciaries of those who have set up charitable
foundations and donor-advised funds, bequests and
other estate gifts. They arrive through the mail, online 32% Donations from
and as texts. other Religious organizatighs

The infographic to the right demonstrates how yo
gifts to us were received.

. To order please indicate how many of each card you

Trlbute CardS wish on the line by the card’s title !
___1God(in Memory of) ___ 5Resurrection
(in Memory of)

____2Remembered
in Prayer ___6St. Joseph

_ 3Tulips(Blank) (in Memory of)

4Thank You ___ TSt Jqseph with
- Pansiegin Honor of)

Many of our friends choose to
celebrate the lives of loved ones
with one of our tribute cards.
Cards are available “In Memory 1t 2
of” to remember the deceased and
for other occasions to honor the
living. The Sisters of St. Joseph
remember in their prayers both 3 4
the recipient and the donor. All
donations are acknowledged.
Displayed here is a selection

Cards may be ordered
by visiting our website

5]
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Robert Tamulis

Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston

637 Cambridge St., Brighton, MA 02135
Or email him at:
robert.tamulis@csjboston.org

I
|

I

I

|

|

I

I

|

|

I

I

|

2 1
or by sending this form to: 1
I

|

I

I

|

|

I

I

1

|

1

I

I
1
1
I
I
1
|
I
I
1
|
I
1
1
1 .
1 www.csjboston.org
1
1
I
I
1
|
I
I
1
|
I
1
1
I

. . Name
of card designs available. A full
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“QR"refers to “quick response” and gives easy access to more information about a topic. If you
don’t have a QR code reader app on your phone, just point your phone’s camera at the QR code
and it will prompt you to open the code in Safari browser. This will bring you directly to a webpage

COd es with more information. Using these QR codes is one way to explore...have fun...and be part of

strengthening relationships for mission as our story unfolds!

QR




Your Feedback Matters to Us!

w blessed we are to call you

riends! Thank you for the many ways e
hat you walk with us in service of the dear e bt ks !

ut distinctionthe MORE... was rst published in

November, 2015. Imagininthe MORE... involves an ongoing process of

prayer, conversation and consultation. We are impelled by love to tell the CS —
story of unifying lovethe MORE... is one of the ways that we strive to share __
our story.

As the fth anniversary othe MORE... approaches, we pause to ask you ===y

jsmabone
s doog e pmpEE SO

how we have approached the desired goal of creating a publication that tells ===

the story of the CSJ mission and charism and expresses our gratitude to you foi 7/?%%@@%,
being our partners in mission.

B 0oL ¢y

e i BB TS0

ke

Please take a few minutes to answer these three questions*: P

watoaeoy
exton toaag

1. What makes you feel most connected to the values and vision of the Siste e
of St. Joseph of Boston?

2. How do the re ection page and accompanying questions invite you into
deeper prayer and re ection?

3. What subject matter interests you?

Stories about sisters, associations, agrégées, partners in missio
and donors

Stories about our ministries
Stories about our Sisters of St. Joseph U.S. Federation and our global

connections BT
Articles and photos of past events %ﬁgm
Inspirational art, photos, poetry and re ections through the lens of %ﬁz‘“m
our CSJ spirituality D

Re ections on contemporary issues in the church and the world

How to be a part of our mission as a sister, associate, agrégée, volu
or partner in mission

Other suggestions

* We encourage you to complete this questionnaire online by visiting our website at
https://www.csjboston.org/news-events/the-more/ or by scanning the QR Code
to the right. If you do not have internet access, you can complete this page and
send it via surface mail. Place it in the envelope provided in this magazine or use
your own envelope addressed to Carol Mack, Director of Mission Advancement,
Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston, 637 Cambridge Street, Brighton, MA 02135.







