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Founders’ Day 2020: Rooted in the Future

A

s we gathered to commemorate
the 147th anniversary of our
founding in Boston, Lee Hogan, CSJ,
welcomed sisters in chapel and the
viewing audience commenting,
“It’s been a long time since March
14 when we celebrated St. Joseph
day. We wanted to do something
that would bring us together to
celebrate our jubilarians and share a
presentation about Founders’ Day.”
Lee also noted that, “The 37
sister jubilarians account for 2450
years of service in the Archdiocese of
Boston. Pretty amazing!”

The CSJ Jubilarian slide show can be viewed at
https://www.csjboston.org/who-we-are/jubilarians/
Lee Hogan, CSJ

Sister Lee began the presentation saying, “We gather to
commemorate Founders’ Day, to honor those pioneer sisters
to whom we trace our roots. In an age where society places
great emphasis on knowing our ancestors in order to know
ourselves better, we revisit our historical origins. . . . In telling
our story, we bring to light the women who ‘have bequeathed
to us a strong heritage: the courage to respond in the most
difficult situation, the humility to let God be with people
through us, the fidelity to God and to one another from which
we derive our strength.’” (Constitution, p.17)

Pictured Above: Sisters who gathered in the Motherhouse Chapel,
fully-masked and socially distanced.

Cathy Clifford, CSJ, invited us to “recall our founders their
courage and the challenges they faced . . . join in prayer
for the jubilarians who also have overcome challenges and
provide us with gimmers hope, humor, and humility in the
midst of darkness.” She went on to say, “we can feel paralyzed
and distraught by all that is happening in our country and
world, but today we hopefully will be reminded that others
have faced all kinds of challenges: plagues, wars, disasters and
they, like our jubilarians, responded willingly and generously
and courageously.”

Our presentation, titled “Rooted in the Future” was created
by Ann Grady, CSJ, and Judith Costello, CSJ, who had created
similar opportunities during their years at Regis College.
The above slide show can be viewed at
https://youtu.be/2G3JUC7hKjo

Visit www.csjboston.org and our social media channels for continual
updates on stories, events, and news about to the Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston.

Drivers Appreciation Luncheon by Jean Mulloy, CSJ

O

n Monday, October 21, 2020, sisters and associates
gathered to celebrate a ministry they all share.
The joy and happiness was evident as they greeted one
another and chatted before the program began. The CSJ
Community Councilors expressed gratitude and appreciation
to the drivers for their time and commitment to the CSJ
Transportation Ministry.
In her opening prayer, Betsy Conway, CSJ, remarked that by
saying yes to the Transportation Ministry, the blessing each
sister's presence offers is so much more than a ride. Their
response to this ministry to our sisters is a gift of love.
Judy Costello, CSJ, gave warm words of welcome, expressing
gratitude to the drivers for their commitment, their gift of
time, energy, and willingness to go the extra mile.
Mary Hanlon, one of our community Health Care
Coordinators, addressed the current situation regarding
Covid-19. She reviewed the driver guidelines, reminding
everyone of the importance of wearing masks and social
distancing.
Denise Kelly, CSJ, presented flowers to Roberta Ristuccia,
CSJ, Gail Ripley, CSJ, and Helen Sullivan, CSJ, for their eight
years of service to the program and expressed gratitude for
their being part of the initial group who began the program.
Pictured Top: Greeter Helen
Noonan, CSJ; Maggie Wallace,
CSJ, taking Kathy Tighe, CSJA's
temperature; Jean Mulloy, CSJ,
beginning the meeting; Betsy
Conway, CSJ, opening with a
prayer; Sisters Helen Sullivan,
Gail Ripley, and Roberta Ristuccia
celebrating their years of service;
Sisters and associates who
gathered.

Pat Andrews, CSJ and the Sisters of St. Joseph Recognized
We are pleased to share that Pat Andrews, CSJ has been
named as one of the 40 Allston Brighton Heroes for her work
in the neighborhood. We are very proud of this well-deserved
honor. In addition, the Sisters of St. Joseph were also named
as one of the 40 Impactful Organizations in Allston Brighton.
Quite an honor!
All are invited to tune in on October 29, 2020, from 7-8
p.m. to celebrate the neighborhood, reflect on its history, and
discuss how to create a more equitable Allston Brighton.

T

he Allston Brighton CDC has announced their list of 40
people and 40 businesses and organizations that have
made an impact on the Allston Brighton neighborhood to
coincide with Allston Brighton Community Development
Corporation’s 40th Anniversary.

Participation is free but you need click the link below and follow
directions to register at https://www.tfaforms.com/4837576?utm_
source=ABCDC+Email+List&utm_campaign=41194b59e7EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_06_12_07_37_COPY_01&utm_
medium=email&utm_term=0_5071e62270-41194b59e7-97969597
Pictured left Pat Andrews, CSJ teaching The Literacy Connection
Citizenship Class.

Artifact of the Month - Part 2
		

by Katie McNally, CSJ Archivist

Testimonial Plaque for Silver Jubilee, 1898
Oral History Interview with Margaret Higgins, 1992

T

he first weekend in October marks the 147th anniversary
of the foundation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph in Jamaica
Plain. The founding Sisters left their home in New York to
serve a need in Boston: to provide faith-based education
to the growing Catholic parishes in the Boston area. While
not all people in the Boston area were appreciative of the
establishment of parochial schools, the sentiment from the
Catholic immigrant community which the Sisters served was
that of a warm welcome. Margaret Higgins, once a student at
St. Thomas Aquinas1, told of her father who owned a fish store
in Jamaica Plain at the time of the Sisters’ arrival:
“My father was quite pleased - and everybody was in the
parish - that the nuns were arriving. So every Friday after they
arrived he would send down a large container of oysters
and a container of clams…”2
Warm clam chowder and oyster stew marked the beginning of
the Sisters’ ministry in Boston.

1Oates, Mary J. CSJ. Interview with Ms. Margaret Higgins, 1992. Transcription. Boston
CSJ Archives.

The artifact below is another gift to the Sisters: a rectangular
plaque of silver. It was offered as a “Testimonial of Esteem
and Affection for Sisters of St. Joseph” on the occasion of their
Silver Jubilee in 1898. Be it through silver or seafood, “Esteem
and Affection” for the Sisters existed decades after their first
arrival in the city.

On Founders’ Day, we celebrate not only the foundation in
1873, but all that has happened in the one hundred and fortyseven years since, because of that day. A group of just four
women, responding to a need, committed themselves entirely
to their new mission and influenced Catholic culture and
education in Boston for years to come. To view the Faces of the
CSJ Boston Founders interactive slide show visit: https://www.
csjboston.org/oct-1-celebrating-our-csj-boston-founders-daypart-2/

Associate News: Sharing of the Heart and the Order of the House by Carole Anne Scott, CSJA

O

n October 1, 2020, the US Federation of the
Sisters of St. Joseph hosted the second in a
four-part series of Zoom workshops on behalf of their
Associates' Charism Companions Working Group. The
workshop was titled "Why is Sharing of the Heart and
the Order of the House so important to the Sisters/
Associates of St. Joseph?"
Pictured: Artwork - Janet Lander, CSJ
© Bearers of the Tradition, Phase II, 2005

Mary Ellen O'Connell, CSJ, and CSJ Associates
Margaret Lelakes, Carole Anne Scott, Kathie Shute,
Judy Swett, and Kathy Tighe were among those who
participated.
Santa Marie Cuddihee, an associate from St. Louis,
skillfully described these processes, both of which
have been so vital, inspiring, community-building, and
enriching throughout the history of the Congregation.
Following her presentation, breakout sessions took
place, allowing for a more spirited discussion and
fostering new relationships. The organizers carefully
diversified these groups so that they were comprised of
people from different congregations or provinces.
The discussions centered on a reflection written by
civil rights activist and faith leader, Valarie Kaur, about
awe, wonder, and love. The reflection concluded with
the following powerful statement: ". . . you don't have
to be religious in order to open to wonder. You only
have to reclaim a sliver of what you once knew as a
child. If you remember how to wonder, then you already
have what you need to learn how to love."
Participants shared what experience had recently
caused them to feel that sense of wonder. Their
reflections truly demonstrated why sharing the State of
the Heart and the Order of the House is so essential.

Pictured above: Priscilla Kelso

Audio Series: CSJ Boston Heritage Moments

P

riscilla Kelso, a member of The Women's Table Multicultural Circle, shares her CSJ Boston story.
Love and service of the Dear Neighbor without Distinction has been a core value of the Sisters of St. Joseph
since the beginning. During this autumn season we celebrate CSJ heritage moments on October 2 [Boston Founders’
Day in 1873] and October 15 [LePuy, France, Founders’ Day in 1650.] In preparation for these events, we asked
some of our sisters, associates, agrégées, and partners in mission to tell how they live this core value.
Go to https://youtu.be/Z2sBUpdQNbY to view.

Pray with Us

Your intentions will be
remembered in prayer
by the whole community of the
Sisters of St. Joseph,
Associates, and Agrégées.
Your petition of need or expression of gratitude will be
included in our daily prayer. Visit our website to submit a
prayer request. Click here: Prayers

csj website updates

Check out the CSJ website - the Read About section,
Upcoming Dates, Sisters Stories, 2020 Jubilarians, and more
at https://www.csjboston.org. More frequent updates can
be found on our CSJ Facebook page or you can follow us on
Instagram.

In Memoriam
Sister Avis Joyce, CSJ
(Sister Marie Frederick)
Date of Birth: November 5, 1934
Date of Death: October 16, 2020
In the 67th year of her Religious Life.
Entered: September 8, 1953
Reflections can be viewed at:
https://www.csjboston.org/news-events/in-memoriam/

