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O ur L iv ing the Dream Gala wi l l  be dif ferent 
this  year .  We are making preparat ions 
for our f i rst-ever L iv ing the Dream 2021 

Virtual  Event ,  planned for March 25,  2021. 
Many are working hard to br ing this  event into 
the comfort  of  your own home. We are busy 
invit ing guests ,  pr int ing invitat ions,  accepting 
sponsorships,  and register ing those who would 
l ike to attend.  So,  register NOW and mark your 
calendar for this  year ’s  L iv ing the Dream Virtual 
Event .  
   Registrat ion is  FREE! Cl ick the l ink below for 
detai ls  and options on how to be part  of  the 
act ion.  I t  is  f ree and easy.  Fol low this  l ink to 
register on our website https://www.csjboston.
org/ways-to-give/events/ OR, i f  you have nimble 
text ing f ingers ,  text  CSJdream to 76278.  
   Popular TV Host Karen Holmes 

Ward of WCVB TV-5 wi l l  lead us 
through an evening featur ing 
our s isters and fr iends and 
honoring two remarkable 
women, the Hon.  Regina 
Quinlan Doherty and Mary 
Ann Jordan.  We have even put 

together a v irtual  chorus to 
conclude the evening.  As a special 

feature,  before the event ,  we wi l l  have a fun 
digital  meet and greet .  I t ’s  a chance for you 
to s i t  back and relax in your own home .  .  .  in 
your pajamas i f  you want ,  and catch up with one 
another .  
   Remember i t ’s  f ree and great entertainment, 
but you must register .  Registrants wi l l  be sent 
the l ink needed to view the event as we get 
c loser to the day.  So register today! 

Register NOW for our Living the Dream 2021 Virtual Gala

Pictured above: A partial representation of the CSJ Virtual Chorus.

Vis i t  https ://www.csjboston.org/ways-to-give/events/ 
to register .
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ARTIFACTS OF THE MONTH -Love & Poetry    
                   by Katie McNally, CSJ Archivist

At the Presidential Inauguration and during the 
Super Bowl, we witnessed the sheer talent of 
young poet Amanda Gorman. A well of emotion, 

her recitations prove to us the power that artfully-crafted 
words can provide for a country in despair.
It is no surprise, then, that people often turn to poetry to 
express love, especially around Valentine’s Day. From a 
young age we learn “Roses are red . . .” and examine love 
poems of the world’s greatest writers – some of us even 
attempt to put to paper our own. 
   Sr. Gretchen Bogan, CSJ, remembered for her talent as 
a playwright, poet and professor at Regis College, wrote 
her own love poetry. It might be surprising to discover that 
religious sisters wrote on the subject of love, since giving 
up conventional romance is a vow they take upon entry 
into the convent. But her poems, scanned here from the 
Archives, reveal a unique understanding of what love is – 
be it romantic, familial, between two friends, or between a 
person and his/her God. 

VALENTINE
I’ve searched my heart, I’ve searched my mind,
New and different words to find;
But only the old, old words will do
For the things I have in my heart for you.
The angels may know a word
But the sweetest mortals ever said or heard
Each to each the centuries through
To what I say, today, to you:
God bless you, dear, for I love you.

FROM THE ARCHIVES OF THE SISTERS OF SAINT JOSEPH OF BOSTON



To view the Year of Joseph presentation go to https://youtu.be/g5l5z2ueuCo

Catholic Sisters Week
March 8 - 14, 2021

T his year’s theme for Catholic Sisters 
Week is “Celebrating Traditions; 
Changing the World”. For centuries, 

Catholic sisters have been impelled by the 
courage to respond to the gospel call and 
minister among people in places where 
their mission meets the moment. 
Catholic Sisters Week is about honoring 
sisters, but it's also about so much more. 
It's about recognizing and honoring 
traditions that have helped shape our 
culture through Catholic education, health 
care ministry, parish ministry, spiritual 
ministry, peace and justice work and more.  
      Be sure to visit the Catholic 
Sisters Week website at https://
catholicsistersweek.org/ to learn more 
about all that is going on. Locally, the 
Sisters of St. Joseph are involved in several 
virtual events. These will also be posted on 
the our website, www.csjboston.org, and 
our social media channels.

W ith the Apostolic Letter “Patris Corde” (“With a Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis recalls the 150th 
anniversary of the declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. To mark the 
occasion, the Holy Father has proclaimed a “Year of Saint Joseph” from December 8, 2020, to 

December 8, 2021. 
   CSJ Archivist, Katie McNally, created the exhibit (below), which focuses on the seven characteristics that Pope 
Francis attributes to St. Joseph in his letter. Artifacts from the Boston CSJ Archives were used to reflect Pope 
Francis' words.

"Joseph was . . ." by Katie McNally, CSJ Archivist

“Celebrating Traditions; Changing the World”
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ASSOCIATE NEWS: Following Our Charism of Unifying Love
                                                                    by Mary Ellen O'Connell, CSJ

P rior to the pandemic, several small groups of CSJ Associates 
met regularly for prayer. Beginning in December, and 

continuing monthly, many associates, sisters, and friends have 
gathered on Zoom to pray. These moments of prayer, music, 
reflection, and sharing have been so meaningful. This has been a 
wonderful opportunity to continue praying together, which is a 
very important part of the lives of associates.  
   January’s prayer, entitled A Blessing for the New Year, 
encouraged us to acknowledge the journey to which we are 
called, to allow God to lead us on our journey, and to continually 
seek out the star(s) that will lead us forward each day. 
   February’s prayer was entitled, What Are We Called to Now? This 
prayer challenged us to be agents of change, to carry the gospel 
message of healing, and to bring justice into the lives of those 
whom we meet.  
   Our associates in New Mexico have also gathered for prayer 
via Zoom. In these moments of prayer and reflection, they have 
shared with one another the gifts of the New Year and the graces 

of a hope-filled Lenten journey.

Pictured above: Mary Ellen O'Connell, CSJ, participating in the associates’ Zoom evening of prayer. 

In Memoriam

Sister Marian Patricia Feeley, CSJ 
 

Date of Birth:  August 14, 1931
Date of Death:  February 5, 2021

In the 67th year of her Religious Life.

Entered:  September 8, 1954

Sister Waltrude Dennis, CSJ 

Date of Birth:  October 4, 1918
Date of Death:  February 19, 2021

In the 81st year of her Religious Life.

Entered:  September 8, 1940

     As associates, following our CSJ Charism of Unifying Love, we strive to enflame our own hearts in order to 
enrich the lives of others.

In the words of some attendees: 

“What a special way to begin the New Year!” “The prayer packed a lot of power.”  
“The meditation gave me such peace.” “I love coming together to pray.” “Thank you, thank you!”  

“I will continue to pray with these reflections in the days ahead.”

We are grateful to associates Nancy Papp, Mary McGillivray, and Kathie Shute, who prepared the prayers, and 
to those who will continue to make these gatherings possible.  

Sister Gloria Capozzoli, CSJ 
(Sister Marie Liquori)

Date of Birth:  June 12, 1928
Date of Death:  February 5, 2021

In the 75th year of her Religious Life.

Entered:  September 8, 1946

Sister Joan Patricia Lonergan, CSJ 

Date of Birth:  October 22, 1938
Date of Death:  February 20, 2021

In the 64th year of her Religious Life.

Entered:  September 8, 1957

Reflections can be viewed at: https://www.csjboston.org/news-events/in-memoriam/

https://www.csjboston.org/news-events/in-memoriam/

