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Our magazine title, the MORE…, comes from a spiritual cornerstone
of our charism, spirit, and spirituality dating back to the 17th century
roots of the world-wide family of Sisters of St. Joseph. The Consensus
Statement, drawn from the central ideas of our founding spirituality
states, in part, that we approach life “with an orientation towards
excellence (le plus) tempered by gentleness, peace, joy.”
The French “le plus” translates into English as the MORE…
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From Our President
By Lee Hogan, CSJ

Our Unfolding Journey
Over the past three years you have read often in these pages of the
unfolding journey of Religious Life and of the journey and the mission of
the Sisters of St. Joseph. Our Boston journey began in 1873 and in the
year 2023 we will celebrate 150 years of service to God and the dear
neighbor in the Archdiocese of Boston.
In earlier columns I have spoken of the call to religious congregations
to examine the signs of the times and respond to new needs. Together
with many lay partners, our sisters have developed new ministries or
joined together with others to form partnerships in response to the
changing times and needs.
The Congregation is also a member of LCWR, Leadership Conference
of Women Religious. As such we are part of an ongoing discernment on
the “Emerging Future of Religious Life” which is taking place on regional,
national and international levels. Among the essential dimensions of this
future is “a compassionate response to the times.” Among the responses
envisioned are integrative partnerships for religious life and mission; and a
mission focus in the public square.
In reading the signs of the times we must also look at ourselves as a
community and as an organization. We are living in a so-called “middle
space,” between a past that is disappearing and a future that is emerging.
We now ask ourselves how are we preparing for this unknown future to
which our God is calling us? In recent years we have begun to examine
aspects of our current reality. Now with the assistance of a national firm
that has extensive experience in working with religious congregations, we
are taking a deep dive into multiple dimensions of congregational life and
organization. We hope and expect that this work will result in a plan for
the future that will be life-enhancing for all, and provide a simple, more
nimble organization ready to collaborate further with religious and lay
partners, to be a moral voice in the public square, continuing to read the
signs of the times, always and in all ways in service of our mission of unity
– uniting neighbor with neighbor and neighbor with God. The Journey
continues to unfold to 2023 and beyond as the God of Today and God of
Tomorrow calls us. å
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From the Director of Communications

Joanne Gallagher, CSJ,
Editor
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Each of Us
Is a Charism Carrier
Will it ever end? And what exactly is
“it” – everything from Covid-19,
climate disasters, global and political
unrest, supply chain issues, the many
forms of racial injustice,
marginalization of “the other”… add
your own. The list goes on. How fitting
that our Church has designated this as
the Year of St. Joseph. Although Joseph
has been our model and mentor for
centuries, this “Year of St. Joseph”
takes on deeper meaning in the midst
of all going on in our world.
Many of the articles in the pages
that follow demonstrate how Joseph
was clearly an example of resiliency, a
witness to responding with courage,
grace and fidelity to God’s unexpected
call, even when it meant upending
plans in unimagined ways.
Today, throughout the world, there
are 7,850 sisters, 5,700 associates,
34 agrégées and countless others
whose spiritual core resonates with
the mission of the Sisters of St.
Joseph. As you leaf through the pages
of this issue and reflect on the articles,
notice the manner in which you,
yourself, are a “charism companion”
of the Sisters of St. Joseph – a person

who, in some way, resonates with the
spirit and mission of this “Community
of the Great Love of God” who names
Joseph as patron.
Many readers are sisters who have
lived full lives as carriers of the Sisters
of St. Joseph charism. Beyond this,
although you may not be a canonically
vowed member, you may be one in
whom this spirit stirs within and even
sets your heart on fire – associates,
agrégées, employees in our ministries,
trustees, volunteers, students, retreat
participants, neighbors locally and in
an ever-widening circle – all of us are
“charism companions.”
Thousands of years ago, Joseph
was on the threshold between the
Hebrew and Christian scriptures and
his response changed the course of
history. Three hundred seventy-one
years ago our first sisters were on a
threshold between an age-old form of
cloistered religious life when called to
an uncharted new expression of being
God’s Love in the world. Each left an
imprint that continues into the future.
As we move forward into the days and
years ahead, what will be our imprint
on the emerging future? å
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Mission Advancement Conversation
By Cathy Clifford, CSJ, Leadership, Assistant President,
and Carol Mack, Director of Mission Advancement

Inspiration in the Face of Discouragement –
a Conversation

Carol: It seems that we have been here before; masks, vaccinations,
restrictions, hospitalizations. It just feels like this pandemic will never
end. I admit to being somewhat discouraged.

Carol Mack and
Cathy Clifford, CSJ

Sister Cathy: I know it is wearing on all of us. I think, however, that it is
important to take a break from the worry, take a moment of quiet
reflection, of prayer and remember that within all the sadness and
confusion, there are moments of hope and inspiration.
Carol: Absolutely! I am most definitely inspired by the work the sisters
are doing. For example, the efforts of Sister Marilyn McGoldrick to
support victims of human trafficking, by soliciting, packing and
distributing Bags of Hope (over 100 to date) to women,
as they are freed of their captors.
Sister Cathy: Yes, and Sister Pat Andrews, Sister Rose
Canney and volunteers as they pivoted to support
immigrants with more than new language skills. They read
so well the new needs of this community; offering help
negotiating the pandemic and lending The Literacy
Connection space to facilitate vaccinations. There are
sisters reaching out with phone calls, notes and prayers to
those who need a little love and support when face-toface contact isn’t possible or safe.
Carol: Our amazing donors offer a reason for hope. Those who donate to
our appeals, events and card program as well as those who remember us
in their estate plans make it possible for the ministry to continue.
Sister Cathy: On behalf of all the sisters – Thank you –
for your gifts, your prayers and your constant support.
We can’t be there to be with you face to face, to shake your hand or give
you a hug, but know we are immensely grateful and that we always
remember you in our prayers.

Top row L-R: Carol Mack, Karen Yee,
Cathy Clifford, CSJ
Bottom row L-R: Claire Morrissey, CSJ,
Theresa Jardin, CSJ, Paula Finn, CSJ,
Josephine Perico, CSJ, Rosemary Michalski, CSJ
Unavailable for this photo Katherine Magno, CSJ,
and Dorothy Burns, CSJ.

Carol: I am also inspired by our tireless retired sister volunteers who
make sure that your prayer requests are recorded and acknowledged,
that your card requests are fulfilled, records filed, mail sorted, gifts
inputted and so much more. Whenever there is a need for help, they are
here. Meet some of them in the photo to the right, along with Karen Yee
whom many of you know as the editor of our monthly E-News.
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Laudato Si’ Action Platform –
A Call to Action
By Betty Cawley, CSJ,
Justice Promoter

A Global Effort Underway
To facilitate broad
participation in this global effort,
the potential participants have
been divided into seven
groupings: families, parishes and
dioceses, educational institutions,
health care centers, the economy,
organizations and groups, and
religious orders. Participants
within each sector are invited to
undertake a project that will
address one or more of the goals
of Laudato Si’.

choice of project. The deadline to
submit a project is fluid; each year
on the Feast of St. Francis
(October 4), congregations will be
invited to commit to the project
they have decided upon. They will
be helped in their decisionmaking by interactions with
others involved in the LSAP, as
well as the facilitators in Rome
and the U.S. Through these
interactions, some projects may
be collaborative; some will be
global; a number will be focused
on local needs.

Engagement of
Religious Congregations

Transformative, Mission
Focused, Systemic

Within the religious orders
sector, numerous congregations
have signed on as participants
in LSAP. Some of these
congregations have already
selected their project, but many,
like ourselves, are currently
engaged in discernment about a

The project itself may be a
new undertaking or integrated
into a plan that is already
underway. It should be grounded
in the congregation’s charism and
mission, be transformative of the
participants and the organization,
and systemic in scope. While the
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planning and organization
involved in this project may seem
intimidating at first, the urgency
of the need for action to care for
our common home becomes
more apparent to us each day.
As I have participated in the
LSAP process to date, joining
numerous webinars and Zoom
meetings offered by our Rome
facilitators and our U.S. team, it
has been amazing to see the
creativity and energy participants
are bringing to this endeavor. I’m
particularly struck by the efforts
of global congregations, who
tailor their projects to a wide
variety of people and cultures. It
has also been interesting to note
how recent world events are
influencing the choice of projects,
such as the pandemic and the
inequities it has laid bare, and the
increased awareness of the
pervasiveness of racism in all
aspects of economics and culture.

FALL / WINTER 2021 ♦ VOL. 7 ♦ NO. 1		

the MORE…

What is it about Laudato Si’ [LS] that keeps people going back
to it for inspiration and action? Most recently, last May 25th, on the sixth
anniversary of the promulgation of the encyclical, the Vatican Dicastery1 for Promoting
Integral Human Development launched an initiative called the Laudato Si’ Action Platform
[LSAP], a global undertaking to turn LS from a papal document into a lived reality over
the next seven years. While LS has already had a profound and widespread effect on
attitudes toward climate change, degradation of our common home, economic inequities,
and the plight of the poor and marginalized, this initiative hopes to go deeper to transform
cultures and lifestyles.

1

A dicastery is a department of the Roman Curia, the administration of the
Holy See through which the pope directs the Roman Catholic Church.

Our Participation
We Sisters of St. Joseph
of Boston have signed on to
participate in the LSAP, and
will be developing a discernment
process regarding a choice of
project. We are also currently
undertaking congregation
planning to shape our future
in mission. It is our conviction
that the two processes will
be mutually beneficial: the
planning process providing a
number of initiatives that would
be suitable as a LSAP project,
and the discernment and goals
of the LSAP project informing
the decision-making in the
planning process. It will be
energizing and challenging
to join others in this global
effort to bring Laudato Si’
to life. å
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This article brings together a variety of voices,
sources and resources that speak of how we are
moving forward into the future.

O God of today,
God of tomorrow,
You call us to ventures
of which we cannot see
the ending,
by paths as yet untraveled,
through paths
unknown.
Give us faith
to go out
with courage,
not knowing
where we go,
but only that your hand
is leading us
and your love
supporting us.
Original Source
“Daily Prayer, Daily Bread”
Sisters of St. Joseph of Médaille, 2004
Quoted in Navigating Uncharted Waters
LCWR Reflective Journal, 2021
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Together into the Future! What
does this mean? These days we
wonder about climate justice. We
seek understanding amidst the
complex web of relationships in
our world, our nation, our church,
our neighborhood and among
religious congregations. Through
all of this we recognize not just
change but transformation is
happening in the depths of our
hearts. A few years ago, Pope
Francis commented, “We are not
living an era of change but a
1
change of era.” This is evident
on multiple levels, including
religious life.
Creating space for the future of
religious life is exciting and
challenging. When you think about
it, so was our emergence in France
more than 370 years ago, our
arrival in St. Louis, then considered
the “New World,” 185 years ago,
and our founding in Boston almost
150 years ago. As the Constitution
of the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Boston states, “Like those of our
founding sisters, our present days
are marked by paradox and
tension. In a world growing smaller
every day, we are confronted with
the horrible gaps between the rich
and the poor, the enslaved and the
2
free, the old and the young.”

Throughout our history we have
continually been called forth by
the “Dear Neighbor” seeking
“ever-widening circles of
communion, sharing our life with
others and joining in solidarity
with all who are a part of our
3
lives.” Today this call emerges in
ever-expanding circles as we
respond in new ways and partner
with those who dream a world
enflamed with unioning love that
expresses itself in courageous
action on behalf of these times for
which we were made. Many
sisters, associates, agrégées, and
partners participate in our CSSJ
Federation leadership and interest
groups, collaborative groups for
candidates and newer members, as
well as lifelong formation
opportunities. Emerging from this
is a growing diversity of the
community of Joseph which allows
us to reach out in many different
ways to many different people.
Students and staff in our
sponsored and congregation
ministries not only speak with
ease of the core values of the
sisters but keep these values at
the center of their work as they
put these values into action.
Trustees enter into challenging
conversations as they make
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decisions based on the conviction
that relationship is at the heart of
all we do. Interns from Regis
College arrive to offer service
already immersed in what it means
to be a welcoming and inclusive
community.

Fontbonne, the Early College of
Boston, organized several prayer
vigils and “courageous
conversations” on the topic of
racial equity, they asked to widen
the circle to include students in
other area high schools.

Before and during the pandemic,
The Women’s Table and the
Literacy Connection have been
active participants in neighborhood
coalitions that are reaching out to
alleviate food insecurity. When a
safe space was needed for
immigrants to receive vaccines,
Boston partnered with The Literacy
Connection. When Brighton Main
Streets needed space for a unity
vigil during the summer of 2020,
we partnered again. As Asian hate
crimes began to rise in the spring of
2021, another partnership emerged
with neighborhood groups to bring
together the Asian community and
others. After students at

As we look to the future, we
recognize that the Spirit is doing
something new and very important
at this moment in time. We are
called to recognize the wider
community of people gifted
with the grace, or charism, for
expressing God’s inclusive love in
our immediate environments and
in the world. This moment in
history cries out for people
dedicated to bridging divisions
and witnessing to oneness.
No one of us “owns” this charism,
this multi-faceted spirit, the
charism owns us. Together we are
called forth by the future to do
and be MORE. å

1

2
3

the MORE…

How could we tire
of

hope ?

– so much is in
– from Beginners,

ud.

a poem by Denise Levertov

RESOURCES USED FOR THIS ARTICLE:
https://lcwr.org/resources/emergingorientations
https://lcwr.org/resources/discernmentprocesses-for-spring-2021
Cimpernam, Maria, RSCJ, Religious Life for
Our World, Orbis Books, 1 2020
Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston Congregation
Gatherings, 2019-2021
Gibson, Colleen, SSJ, “The Way Forward
Involves Fruit Salad and Connections”, Global
Sisters Report, August 6, 2021

https://aleteia.org/blogs/deacon-greg-kandra/pope-francis-we-are-not-living-an-era-of-changebut-a-change-of-era/
Constitution Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston, History, pg. 17
Ibid pg. 28
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A Reflection on...

A discreet and subtle presence:
courage, fidelity and vision.
Special patron of workers,
and of all those
forced from their native lands –
hostages of poverty,
persecution,
injustice and fear.
On the threshold between
Old Testament and New,
Joseph’s “Yes”
was a journey of faith and love –
an indelible imprint
on the history of salvation! 1

1

Reflection inspired by Patris Corde (With a Father’s Heart), Pope Francis, 2020.

the MORE…		
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Celebrating the Year of St. Joseph

Joseph Had Dreams
As we gathered on October 9th to celebrate the Year
of Saint Joseph, Lee Hogan, CSJ, welcomed sisters,
associates and agrégées present in Holy Family
Chapel, those who joined through streaming video,
and our guests Cardinal Seán O’Malley, OFM Cap.,
Father Robert Kickham and Monsignor Kevin O’Leary.
In her opening reflection, Sister Lee commented
that for us, as Sisters of St. Joseph, celebrating Joseph
in October is really quite appropriate. Our first sisters
came to Boston in October of 1873. On October 2,
2021, we completed 148 years of ministry in the
Archdiocese and look forward to the year 2023 when
we will complete 150 years.
October is also the time when the first sisters
came together in France under the guidance of Jesuit,
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Fr. Jean Pierre Médaille. Tradition claims that on
October 15, 1650, the Bishop of Le Puy, France,
blessed the six founding sisters and named them
Daughters of St. Joseph. And thus, St. Joseph has
been our Patron from the earliest days of our
foundation.
Some 220 years after our founding, in 1870, Pope
Pius IX declared St. Joseph “Patron of the Universal
Church.” Pope Francis, wanting to honor the 150th
anniversary of that title, declared this the Year of
St. Joseph and issued his apostolic letter “Patris
Corde.” Within that document, Francis highlights
several aspects of Joseph’s life, including the fact that
Joseph had dreams.
We, too, have dreams of our own. As a
congregation, we live to fulfill God’s dream “that all
may be one,” with God and with one another. Today
we celebrate Joseph who “had dreams which changed
the course of history.”
During the homily, Cardinal Seán remarked on the
extraordinary presence of the Sisters of St. Joseph in
the Archdiocese of Boston. The faith-formation of
generations of Catholics, the legacy of the Catholic
school system, the witness of consecrated life and the
love of God above all else are an inspiration to all.
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Connecting…Past and Present

Cardinal Seán said, “Sisters have been so beloved in
our Catholic community, your faith, your dedication,
your spirit of sacrifice and your professionalism have
been an inspiration to all of us. More than just the
Catholic schools, it is the witness of your lives in the
midst of the many ministries you carry on in the
archdiocese.”
Cardinal Seán then spoke of Joseph’s relevance as
husband of Mary. He was a man with faith in the
impossible. The Cardinal commented that the gospels
portray a man always ready to change plans to
embrace God’s will, even when it means changing
directions. The selfless service of Joseph, his
unswerving faith, his willingness to change his plans
to adjust to God’s plans, his closeness to Christ and
Blessed Mother are all ideals that are expressed in the
spirituality of the Sisters of St. Joseph. Cardinal Seán
concluded praying, “May Joseph’s dreams continue to
inspire your way of life and your witness.” å
Facing Page: Lee Hogan, CSJ, and Cardinal
Seán O’Malley before the liturgy;
Charlene Favreau, CSJ, receives communion
from Cardinal Seán; CSJ Chorus,
Father Kickham, Cardinal Seán, and
Monsignor O’Leary during the liturgy

Pictured L–R: Jim Downey, Jim Coffey, Vinnie Ranucci, Paul Ward.

Recently, four alumni from St. Columbkille High
School, Class of 1962, reached out to the Boston
CSJ Archives for a visit to look at historical materials
on their alma mater. Memories flooded back as Jim
Downey, Jim Coffey, Vinnie Ranucci, and Paul Ward
looked at histories of the school and photographs of
their school teachers who have since passed. They
shared stories which are invaluable – stories that
breathe life into the records within the Archives. The
history we have here yearns to be remembered and
to be connected to the present, and who better to
help with that than the sisters’ own students!
We’ve just celebrated the CSJ Boston Founders
Day. As we look toward 2023, the Sesquicentennial
(150th) Anniversary of the foundation of the Sisters
of St. Joseph in Boston, it is connections like these
which we hope to continue to make – to welcome
alumni, community members and friends of the
Sisters to join in celebrating 150 years of the CSJ
mission in the Greater Boston area.

This Page: Cardinal Seán greets
Ann Grady, CSJ, after the liturgy;
Liturgy program and flowers;
Cardinal Seán greets Mary Joan
Lofgren, CSJ.

e
75th anniversary of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston.
Jubilee Celebration, Holy Cross Cathedral, 1948
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How Will You Make a Difference
in a Post-Pandemic World?
The young voices who speak on these pages
were asked to reflect on the following:
As a young person in a post-pandemic world/
a world with daily expressions of violence,
how will you make a difference? How will you
be a voice for unity and non-violence?
A Voice for Non-Violence
By Xavier and Jessica Moreta Ortega
from Bethany Hill Place

We will be a voice for non-violence during this
turbulent time by standing up for what is right in a
peaceful manner. There are so many ways to deal with
situations without resorting to violence. We are always
trying to be great examples to the youth who look up
to us, and we want them to understand how to deal
with problems in a healthy, respectful way.

Xavier and Jessica Moreta Ortega, Bethany Hill Place residents
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Learn from the Pandemic
By Merrin Lindenfelser, Jackson School,
Grade 6

When the
Covid-19
pandemic
started, almost
everything was
forced to shut
down. While
people were
battling the
virus, there were
also protests
against racism.
During this time,
I realized how
grateful I am for
all that I have.
Even though
2020 was
Merrin Lindenfelser
challenging in
some ways, it
also showed me how much I value family
and friends and how they will always hold
a special place in my heart. I learned so
much in so little time — how important
food and medicine are, how sometimes
you have to get creative with how you help
people, and how the simple act of listening
and reaching out to someone can make
their day.
If we continue the positive things we
learned during the shutdown, the world
will be a much better place. I will do one
act of kindness each day, and hopefully
inspire others to do the same. Eventually,
everyone could be helping others and not
hurting them because of their color or race.
Instead of forgetting the pandemic,
learn from it. Think of things that
brightened your day during that time.
Maybe do the same to someone who
is struggling.
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Awareness That It’s All Connected
By Lidia Tonkov, Brookline High School

The day George Floyd’s murder happened something
happened within me. I participated in several protests.
One 90-degree day I found myself walking along Beacon
Street united as one community with thousands who
cared about the same cause. It was empowering.
Kids’ beliefs are shaped from a young age. My first
school was Shaloh House in Brighton. Both this school
and my mom helped me get in touch with my Judaism.
I was brought closer to my roots. It was a happy place
for me. So when the rabbi there was brutally stabbed
last June, I was in shock. Shortly before this, we were
talking about World War II in my U.S. History class.
When the teacher glossed over the Holocaust, I couldn’t
remain silent. I spoke up. It wasn’t easy but I believe
it’s all connected. We must have these uncomfortable
conversations.
I have strong beliefs but I don’t want to push them
on others. As I look to the future, I’d like to make a
difference by being a person who awakens others in
the way others have awakened me.

Lidia Tonkov

The Divinity of God in Each Person
By Kakadia Arpan, Student at Regis College

Kakadia Arpan

“In the joy of others lies our own,” is a quote
by His Holiness Pramukh Swami Maharaj that I
live by as a Hindu as it’s the key to peace and
happiness. Moreover, I want to apply this
principle to my future career. As a future
Physician’s Assistant [PA], not only will I heal
individuals; I will do my part to heal
communities. That is needed most in our world
filled with violence and ignorance. I’m simply a
servant of God and no matter who I will treat
as a PA, I will see the divinity of God in each
person. The power of healthcare and healthcare
professionals extends beyond a hospital or
clinic. We have the privilege to mentor and
educate others, which holds a great deal of
power. My faith and future career are a
component of that voice towards the goal
of peace.
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Relationship…
By Adela Rodriguez, CSJ

FALL / WINTER 2021 ♦ VOL. 7 ♦ NO. 1

The Heart of My Mission
Art has always nurtured me, and has reinforced my
connections with others. For me, those connections
are the highlight and heart of my mission!
Growing up in a family of artists, I experienced
art all around me! Creativity was an integral part of
our lives, and my childhood home was filled with
works of art. I never really stopped to think about it.
Looking back now, I realize that my own dad was
my inspiration. He was very quiet, discreet, hardworking; always there to offer support and
encouragement.
My earliest carving was inspired by a solitary
piece of chalk just waiting to be taken! As a firstgrader waiting in line by the classroom chalkboard, I
spotted that piece of chalk, and could not resist.
Unnoticed, I pocketed it! Later, at home, I carved a
face on it! My very first carving!
Years later, whenever I heard that a sister would
be returning from her mission in New Mexico, I
would carve a statue. I would select a piece of wood
and just start carving. Without really thinking about
it, I always knew it would be Joseph! We are Sisters
of Saint Joseph and, of course, I was carving Joseph
— a gift in gratitude for her ministry!
It was not until much later that I really started
thinking about the impact of my art. I came to
reflect on how other people affect us and how we
affect others. That reflection brought to mind a
Joseph carving that I started in 1991 when I came
to live at Saint Joseph Hall.
As the story went, a donation had funded the
purchase of a statue of Mary for Bethany Health
Care Center. However, when time came to purchase
a statue of Joseph, prices were out of range. So I
was invited to carve Joseph!

Woodcarving of Joseph in fifth floor solarium at Bethany Health Care
Center. In describing this carving, Adela comments, “It began as just a
chunk of basswood! It took me three years to carve this Joseph.”
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Additional carvings by Adela.
L–R: A Holy Thursday celebration at
Bethany Health Care in 1992.
Two versions of the Black Virgin
of Le Puy, France

The timing was perfect. I was heading home to
Santa Fe for vacation and would consult with my
sister Tomasita, an accomplished artisan and carver.
Together, we chose basswood — pliable enough to
carve intricate details without shattering or
splintering during the process; yet, like oak,
hardening with age to strengthen and preserve the
integrity of the carving.
When people share their stories and reveal how
my artwork has touched their lives, I feel so
humbled. I really had no idea how deeply people

could be affected by art — that through my work I
could reach out and offer inspiration! I just keep
saying thank you, thank you!
Relationship is at the heart of my mission.
My experience of God springs forth in my art!
Through my art, I share my spirituality, my
experience of God! å
Adela Rodriguez, CSJ, in her studio.
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I Am Joseph
By Binta
Mary Murphy, CSJ, teaches a class on “The Common Good” at Regis College.

We Are Joseph

By Mary L. Murphy, CSJ

Those who knew Joseph saw the believer, the
justice seeker, follower of the law. We find him traveling
to Bethlehem to complete the census. He wanted to be
counted; wanted his voice to matter. Ours is a similar
journey helping people to register and be counted,
advocating for fair voting rights, encouraging all to make
their voices heard. We are Joseph.
Joseph believed in dreams: “Do not be afraid to take
Mary as your wife...” and God’s dream became reality.
We too strive to bring about God’s dream “that all may
be one...”. Today, we stand with our dear neighbors at
the border and in homeless shelters. We accompany the
abused, the trafficked, the stranger, the hungry. We
work for racial equity, advocate for the voiceless, care
for creation, resolve conflicts non-violently, welcome
the stranger and embrace all without distinction.
We are Joseph.
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I am Joseph.
I left my
homeland
of Guinea, then
gave birth to
two children in
a foreign land.
How difficult to
sing my songs
of joy at these
Binta is an adult learner at Casserly House in
Roslindale, a ministry of the Sisters of St. Joseph.
moments. The
unexpected
journey to Egypt, not having the right papers,
began the long trek for documentation so my
children would feel safe. Nazareth was coming
home. Yes, I needed to learn the language, to read,
to write so I could be fully welcomed in my new
home. I am Joseph, a cleaning woman, a mother,
an immigrant, now, a citizen.

FALL / WINTER 2021 ♦ VOL. 7 ♦ NO. 1		

the MORE…

Called to Listen…Like Joseph
By Mary Catherine MacGillivray, CSJA

As a hospital chaplain, like Joseph who listened to
God’s Word and acted upon it, I too feel called to listen.
I work at the Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospitals. During
the pandemic, listening through phone calls to patients and
families became a way to connect and offer hope, support
and love. Since June, I’ve been working on-site. At times,
I feel scared entering a patient’s room wondering what I’ll
face. I take a deep breath and ask the Spirit to make space
for this patient to share what they are comfortable sharing.
Most struggle with loss of independence. Others express
sadness and anger mixed with a desire to find meaning in
their situation. Pope Francis said, “Joseph’s path was one
of acceptance, not explanation.” How is this possible amidst
devastating health concerns? The invitation is to dig deep
and reach for strength that will carry us through
challenging life moments.

Chaplain Mary Catherine MacGillivray, CSJA, and Student
Chaplain Bilal at Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital July, 2021

“Joseph Most Prudent…”
By Prudence McCarthy, CSJ

From my earliest memories, I was drawn to Joseph! My Joseph
story began years ago at St. Rita’s School, Roxbury. The memory is
vibrant even after all
these years: a secondgrader listening intently
as Sister Annice spoke of
the Holy Family’s flight
into Egypt.
Later, as we shared
our responses to the
story, I focused on
Joseph, and created
a very personal image.
Joseph was my own
father living the
attributes of Joseph:
a true father — quietly
prayerful, gentle, patient,
loving and kind; devoted
to the care of his family.
At 99 years young, Prudence McCarthy, CSJ, continues to
volunteer as receptionist at Fontbonne Convent where
Years later, as Sister
she lives.
Prudence, CSJ, I found
another very meaningful connection to Joseph as I prayed the Litany of
St. Joseph. Even now, I smile with quiet wonder and joy as I reflect on
those special words: “Joseph most Prudent, pray for us!”

Peace prayer
perseverance
Respect
responsibility
Understanding
universal patron
Dependence dignity
diligence discipline
Excellence
Never-ending
devotion
Charity courage
caring
Eternity

Sr. Prudence created this acrostic.
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Partners in Mission
By Carol Mack

Meet
Mary Ellen Barnes
and Kathy Keefe
We are honored to call these two
women our “Partners in Mission”
and our friends.

I was privileged to talk with two women
who embody the charism of the Sisters
of St. Joseph and they are: Mary Ellen
Barnes and Kathy Keefe. Both are former
Sisters of St. Joseph. They are neighbors
and friends, and most definitely,
enthusiastic, lifelong supporters of the
CSJs. I was curious about what sustained
this long-lasting involvement. Here’s
what they had to say…
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Mary Ellen strongly believes in the
mission of the Sisters of St. Joseph
and has remained a lifelong friend.
She continues to be impressed that,
for the sisters, the mission is not just
words but the way to live each day.
She first met the Sisters of
St. Joseph in sixth grade and
continued her education with them
right through college. Before she saw
a formal written statement of the
Mary Ellen Barnes
sisters’ mission, she understood it,
mainly because of the examples she
witnessed in the lives of many of them. Mary Ellen joined
the Congregation and was a member until God called her
to a different life.
Mary Ellen was an educator, primarily with high school
students. She taught at Arlington Catholic High School,
was principal of St. Clement High School and served as
Head of School at Fontbonne Academy, where she was an
inspiration to a generation of students.
To this day the women she met during her
association with the sisters (some remaining in the
congregation and others choosing a different path)
remain her closest friends.

“ I experienced the Mission just by watching
them live it in daily lives.”
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Kathy Keefe’s reason for
remaining connected to the sisters
and supportive of events like the
Living the Dream Dinner and
Gathering of Friends can be
summed up in one word and
that word is…

“Relationships”

Relationship is at the heart of
the
sisters’ mission and Kathy
Kathy Keefe
appreciates that they live this
mission with humor, generosity of spirit, willingness to
help where they are needed, and all with a lightness of
heart. “I am proud to be connected with the Sisters who
are always trying to do their best with what they have.”
She cherishes the relationships she has enjoyed because
of her affiliation with the sisters.
Kathy worked as an educator teaching at
St. Columbkille High School, Brighton, alongside Mary
Black, CSJ, and at Holy Name School, West Roxbury, with
Helen Mary McGonagle, CSJ. In addition, the friendships
made through St. Charles, Waltham, remain strong after
40+ years.
After much thought and deep desire, she changed
career direction and became certified as a Physician
Assistant, caring for those most vulnerable. Her latest
service has been with the Literary Volunteers of
Massachusetts.
Kathy cherishes her friends from her association
with the CSJs.

We can hardly believe the CSSJ Federation
Event 2022 is officially less than a year away!
The Planning Committee has been hard
at work making sure this is a memorable
experience.
This Event will take place July 8-10, 2022, at
the Hyatt Regency St. Louis at The Arch.
This Event is open to the entire CSSJ
Federation. This includes sisters, associates,
agrégées, and partners in mission and others
who resonate with our spirit and spirituality.
More details and registration will be
announced soon. You can always
check out Event 2022 Federation
webpage for the newest updates.
https://www.cssjfed.org/about-us/event-2022

Enflamed
with the compassion of God,
we, Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston,
women of the Church, rooted in the Gospel,
together with our Associates,
are impelled by the active, inclusive love of God to:
deepen our relationship with God
and the dear neighbor without distinction;
foster prophetic communion;
and journey into the future
with Sisters of St. Joseph and Associates,
throughout the world
and with all God’s Creation.
Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston • Vision Statement 2006

W

e, Sisters of St. Joseph, are women receptive
to the stirrings of the Holy Spirit of Love.
Together with our associates, we are called to live
in right relationship with all creation. We are
a community of women whose mission is to realize
the prayer of Christ that all may be one.
In community and prayerful contemplation,
we listen to this Spirit and move always toward
profound love of God and love of neighbor
without distinction.
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Giving Report
July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021
Carol Mack
Director,
Mission
Advancement

Gifts Received $2,481,731
Grants 3%

Events 35%

Once again you came through! This year
was an amazing demonstration of the love and
generosity of our friends and Partners in
Mission!
I hoped to write to you this Fall celebrating
your generosity AND the end of the Covid
crisis, but that is just not yet our reality. Your
donations, your notes of support, your
prayers, your care and concern for our sisters
are truly a bright light in these discouraging
times. Your donations totaled an astounding

$2,481,731!
This generosity allowed us to continue
addressing our ordinary recurring expenses, as
well as providing for the special needs of our
retired sisters, for example - the installation of
fob access handicapped doors at our
motherhouse.
We were able to support our ministries as
they struggled to continue providing service
to those who depend on them. By utilizing
Zoom and telephone and recorded video
presentations, they kept in touch. Always
attuned to the current and urgent needs of
the “dear neighbor,” the Literacy Connection
even coordinated and donated use of their
space as a vaccination center.
We learned a tremendous amount this year!
Abandoning our hesitancy and reservations
about this new venue, we mastered the ins and
outs of virtual events. We were able to safely
reach out to you in your own homes to
introduce you to some amazing honorees,
share stories of the sisters and their ministries,
and share with you why your support is vital
and how greatly it is appreciated.

Donors and
Benefactors 54%

Bequests 8%

As you can see most of our gifts come from the individual gifts of
our Donors and Benefactors. This category encompasses gifts
received from our semi-annual appeals, envelopes in the
MORE…, card program donations, and the National and Diocesan
Collections for Retired Sisters.
Bequests represents the final loving gifts received from wills and
other planned gifts. Events comprise donations received from our
annual Living the Dream Dinner and A Place at the Women’s Table,
both from attendance and sponsorships.
Grants represent those contributions to Congregational Ministries
for specific purposes.

Gifts Distributed $2,481,731
Congregational
Ministries 12%

General Operating
Expense 32%

Special Appeals 34%
Elderly/Infirmed 23%

Elderly/Infirm – these funds help with healthcare and equipment
needed for our elderly.
General Operating – helps cover lights, heat, personnel, and supplies.
Special Appeals – are generally for the benefit of the Sisters and are
usually onetime expenses. The needs change from year to year.
Congregational Ministries – these funds support the ongoing
congregational ministries: Literacy Connection, Women’s Table,
Casserly House and St. Joseph Spiritual Ministry.
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Tribute Cards
Your Gifts are
Bright Lights to our
Retired Sisters and
their Ministries

Many of our friends choose to
celebrate the lives of loved ones
with one of our tribute cards.
Cards are available “In Memory
of” to remember the deceased
and for other occasions to honor
the living. The Sisters of St.
Joseph remember in their prayers
both the recipient and the donor.
All donations are acknowledged.
A complete list of cards is
available on our website
www.csjboston.org

They help to make it possible…
…for our Retired Sisters to keep serving as volunteers,
help pay for the cost of healthcare and help maintain
adequate and dignified housing.

…for the Literacy Connection to respond to adult

immigrants and refugees seeking help with English language
skills and citizenship preparation.

…for the Women’s Table to serve women from all

walks of life by means of educational programs, social
support, supportive circles, advocacy and outreach support.

…for Casserly House to provide learning experiences
and caring support services to the multicultural and
underserved people of Roslindale.

…for St. Joseph Spiritual Ministries to reach out to

people of all faith traditions and cultures who seek a deeper
relationship with God, self and all creation through diverse
spiritual opportunities.

Another Way to Be a Bright Light
Creating an Estate Plan can help you provide for your final
expenses, and for your loved ones, and may also diminish estate
taxes. It can also allow you to continue your support of The Sisters
of St. Joseph of Boston and other causes that have been important
to you during your lifetime. Your Legacy can make a difference in
the lives of those you leave behind.

To order please indicate how many of
each card you wish on the line by the
card’s title
___ 1 Madonna and Child
___ 2 Resurrection
___ 3 Morning Rose
___ 4 God
___ 5 St. Joseph
___ 6 Rose by the Ocean
___ 7 Happy Birthday Cypress
___ 8 Celebrate Life
___ 9 Tulips
___ 10 St. Joseph Cohasset
___ 11 St. Joseph with Pansies
___ 12 Carmel Lilies
___ 13 Ships in the Harbor
___ 14 Spring
___ 15 Swan Boats
___ 16 Get Well Iris
___ 17 Get Well Wildflowers
___ 18 Congratulations
___ 20 Remembered in Prayer
___ 21 Thank You
___ Please choose for me

Cards may be ordered by visiting our
website www.csjboston.org
or by sending this form to:
Carol Mack
Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston
637 Cambridge Street
Brighton, MA 02135
phone: 617.746.2115
email: carol.mack@csjboston.org
Name______________________________
Address____________________________
City________________________________
State_____ Zip code________________
To keep up with the news, events and
activities of our sisters include your email
address and we will send our free monthly
ENews to your inbox.
Email address:
___________________________________
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