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Welcoming the Stranger through Ordinary Tasks

By CSJ Associates Judy Swett and Kathy Tighe

“We must listen with our whole being,
trusting that the Word that created us will
also heal us. God wants to become present

to us and thus radically transform our

fearful hearts."

(Henri J. M. Nouwen)

When Maryann Enright, CSJ, asked for
volunteers, many sisters and associates
responded. Our charism of “Unifying Love” ¥ X ,
impels us to reach out in love to every ; -
dear neighbor without distinction. In this £ :
case, our dear neighbors are refugees ‘

from Afghanistan. The volunteers took 4 )
inventory ?”d organized donated I 8 Kathie Shute, CSJA and Kathy
furniture, linens and clothing contributions. Tighe, CSJA

. One need was to coordinate clothing for children, babies,
teens, and adults. Another assignment was to sort linens
according to bed sizes. These may seem like rather hum-
drum, ordinary tasks. However, in being present at Laboure
Center in South Boston, we realized the abundance of
charitable giving and collaboration on the part of folks from
St. Cecelia’s Parish, Back Bay and The Paulist Center, Boston.
= This has, indeed, become a partnership among all of us.

Didn't Jesus say, "l was a stranger and you welcomed me"?
(Matthew 25:35) . Through this simple yet necessary project,
we, Sisters of Saint Joseph and Associates, are living the
mission to our dear neighbors and hope to continue this
endeavor of welcoming strangers and widening our circles.

Pictured (left to right) Mary Ellen O’'Connell, CSJ, Judy Swett, CSJA,
Nancy Braceland, CSJ.
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Faces of Christmas

Our Christmas Gathering was doubly blessed, since this marked a period of over 18 months of no such
gatherings. As Lee Hogan, CSJ, greeted us, she commented on the richness of the liturgical season. The
third Sunday of Advent calls us to REJOICE/GAUDETE — Rejoice for God is near. Before the liturgy,

sisters, associates and agrégées celebrated at a festive reception that included time for conversation.
Pictured below are a few faces of our CSJ Christmas 2021!
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Flappy New Year!
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'\“\l STOP HUMAN TRAFFICKING

A “STOP HUMAN
TRAFFICKING” banner will
hang from the CSJ
Motherhouse for the entire
month of January. The
banner is a tangible sign of |
the efforts of the Boston Anti

«\

-Trafficking Coalition, which —ESSESRAES SesSuis s

will host its annual Prayer h\ Stop Human Trafﬁc,qng
Vigil in support of National January-Human Traficking Awareness Month
Human Trafficking e

Awareness Month, virtually,

on January 9, 2022. e — S—

For more information on the
work of this group, and for
more information on the
Prayer Vigil, please visit:
1/9/22 - Annual Anti-Trafficking Prayer Vigil (csjboston.org)

Casserly House

Ignatian Volunteer Corps at Casserly House
by Donna Stiglmeier

Sheila Rourke received a gift basket from her 4 — :
companion Ignatian Volunteers, Lynda Wallack and ' N ~ Casserly House
and Mary Beth O’Sullivan, for five years of service with g
Ignatian Volunteer Corps.

At Casserly House, all three volunteers focus on re-
opening in-person English classes for immigrants, as
well as assisting with the Afterschool Program and
administration, as opportunities and time allow. We
are grateful for the faithful partnership between
Casserly House and the Ignatian Volunteer Corps.

Ignatian Volunteer Corps is reading Pope Francis’ “Let (Left to right) Lynda Wallack, Sheila Rourke, and
Us Dream: The Path to a Better Future,” appropriate Mary Beth O'Sullivan
for a new year and new beginnings.


https://www.csjboston.org/1-9-22-annual-anti-trafficking-prayer-vigil/

~In memoriam

SISTER MARGARET CRANN, CSJ
(SR. JAMES PATRICK)
Date of Birth: October 5, 1941
Date of Death: November 21, 2021
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Original calligraphy of Tagore quote
by Nanine Tuller, CSJ (1934-2016)

SISTER THOMASINE KNOWLTON, CSJ
Date of Birth: January 7, 1933
Date of Death: December 5, 2021

SISTER MARIE ANCILLA MCCARTHY, CSJ
Date of Birth: April 13, 1935
Date of Death: December 11, 2021

Dates to Remember—

SUNDAY, JANUARY 9, 2022—PRAYER VIGIL FOR HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS— Zoom
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2022—THE CALL TO HOLINESS, LED BY BARBARA QUINN, RSCJ—Motherhouse Chapel
MORE INFORMATION AND A COMPLETE LISTING OF EVENTS IS AVAILABLE AT:

Event Dates » Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston (csjboston.org)
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https://www.csjboston.org/news-events/event-dates/
https://www.youtube.com/user/csjboston/videos

