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An Adventure in Grace 

As 2021 came to a close, each wrote a letter requesting to begin the formal formation process. Judy Donovan, 

CSJ/Lyon, and Lee Hogan, CSJ/Boston, accepted them into this formation. In January, they first met each other 

through Zoom and on January 15 we came together to hear their rich life stories and get to know one another. 

The candidates have been invited to speak briefly about the graces and hopes of this moment as they enter into 

the next phase of discernment asking, “Am I called to profess to God a vow of fidelity to the charism, the grace, the 

spirit, the mission of unifying love with the congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph?”  

These Agrégée candidates have acknowledged and trusted the movements of God that have brought them to 

this moment. In response to this call, each candidate is committing to a process of deepening the Charism and 

Mission of the Sisters of St. Joseph in her own life and learning the spirituality and origins of the Congregation. 

She will also explore the contemplative dimension of prayer and the theology that sustains us.  

The on demand video of this 

celebration which took place 

February 20th  can be viewed 

here. 

We gather today to celebrate an Adventure in Grace, namely, the call of the heart that has been heard by Toni 

Fredette, Jamie Medeiros and Julianne Shanklin.  It is a call rooted in God’s unifying love. What a rich community 

we have gathered to welcome and support our Agrégée Candidates as they continue their discernment and begin 

their formal program of formation.  

These candidates have come to us with long experience in discerning life decisions. Maryann Enright, CSJ, and 

Kathy McCluskey, CSJ, were privileged to share in their individual discernments as they learned about the 

possibility of the Agrégée Relationship.   

Adapted reflections of Kathy McCluskey, 
CSJ, Maryann Enright, CSJ, and words of 
Agrégée Candidates during Agrégée 
Welcome Ritual  

Pictured: Maryann Enright, CSJ, Claudette Poulin, CSJ, Judy Donovan, CSJ, Mary Ellen O’Connell, CSJ, Toni Fredette, Jamie 

Medeiros, Anne Marie O’Grady, CSJ, Julianne Shanklin, Peggy Sullivan, CSJ, Kathy McCluskey, CSJ, Lee Hogan, CSJ. 

https://portal.stretchinternet.com/csjboston/full.htm?eventId=683792&streamType=video


As I stand on this threshold, I feel God’s loving 

presence within and all around me. I am grateful 

for all who have accompanied me to this 

moment. Jesus, knowing my heart, has brought 

me to you, the Sisters of St. Joseph, so I may 

follow my desire to accept His invitation to 

journey into “the More” and to live in unity with 

All. As I embrace God’s call, it is my hope that 

this journey never ends, but is renewed each day 

as I seek to deepen my relationship with God,  

       with you, and with all of creation.   

 

I like to observe. I realize my call at this time and in this place is to speak. 

So today, I will observe from here.  What I see is you and what you stand 

for. I see in front of me all of these people from whom I have seen and 

experienced God’s love, in word and in action. This is what I want to be a 

part of: to stand with you, to stand for God’s love in words and in actions; 

to grow with this as my focus in a community of others with the same 

focus.  I ask for the Grace to stand for love—to be love for God-- in my 

words and in my actions.   
 

Before becoming an educator and a canonist, I served in the US Coast 

Guard… where our motto was “Always Ready.” Today, God’s grace 

leads me to embrace my spirit which has always felt like a religious; to 

embark on the quiver of mystery; to enter new relationships, new 

conversations, new mission in prayer and solidarity with a community 

enflamed with the love of God and being present to dear neighbor. 

True to the relationship I have had with Jesus since a child on an island 

with far fewer Catholics than those gathered here today, I continue to 

stand “always ready” and I look forward to following Jesus and His 

unconfined love which is leading me to these new graced spaces.  

 

Agregee Ritual, cont. 

Words  

from the 

Agrégée 

Candidates... 

Toni Fredette, Candidate with 

the Sisters of Saint Joseph of 

Lyon in Winslow, Maine 

Jamie Medeiros, Candidate 

with the Sisters of Saint Joseph 

of Boston 

Julianne Shanklin, 

Candidate with the Sisters of 

Saint Joseph of Boston 



Casserly House 

Updates from Casserly House 

By Donna Stiglmeier, Director of Casserly House 

In Luke 2:8, Joseph is on a journey to his home region "to be counted" in 
a census; In Matthew 2:13, he flees out of fear for his family's wellbeing. 
 
At Casserly House, I am hearing the voices of the immigrant parents of 
children in the academic enrichment program and the adult learners in 
our English classes. Currently, we are undertaking a strategic visioning 
process to renew and reimagine our mission of the dear neighbor, in the 
charism of the Sisters of Saint Joseph, in a way that makes sense with 
today's emerging needs and possibilities. We are gathering census data - incomplete due to COVID 
and fear of repercussions by authorities if found "undocumented."  We interviewed (organizational) 
community leaders. We gathered our participants in language groups and asked them about their 
lives - our neighborhood's current needs and strengths. Grateful for the opportunity to come 
together, their most frequent words were: 
 
- The strengths: hardworking; resilient; the strong value of family and community; we help each other 
out. They came to the United States for a better life for their children. Sounds like Joseph! 
 
-The obstacles: lack of affordable housing; workplace abuses and discrimination; language barrier; 
access to resources, for example, immigration paperwork counsel; fear and uncertainty about how to 
navigate the way. Joseph - faithful husband, father, and worker - would understand.  
 
Our neighbors also affirmed Casserly House as a strength in their lives and in the neighborhood.  We 
are still assessing the needs relative to future possibilities.  Like Joseph, our faith will guide us on the 
next step of our journey. Thank you, Joseph!  Pray for us. 
 

Thank you, Sr. Danielle! 

A special thank you to Sr. Danielle 

Sullivan, SP, for 17 years of dedication!  

Besides being remembered as a 

Beloved Donut Provider, her coworkers 

commend Sr. Danielle for her sense of 

humor and her attentiveness in 

moments of listening to others around 

her. 

Thank you, Sr. Danielle!  

Enjoy your retirement! 



Associates 

Stepping into Mystery  

    By Ellen Gunning, CSJA 

 

On Saturday, March 12th, Sisters, Associates, 
and Agrégées gathered in person and on-line 
to reflect on the theme of “Crossing 
Thresholds”. To begin our meeting, Prudence 
McCarthy, CSJ, described the many thresholds 
she crossed since she entered the 
Congregation in 1940. Those thresholds led 
her to serve children throughout the Boston 
area as teacher, principal and catechist for 65 
years. As she concluded her presentation, 
Sister Prudence was warmly acknowledged 
with a standing ovation! 

Maryann Enright, CSJ, challenged participants 
to consider the thresholds in their own lives. 
She shared Mark’s Gospel passage of the 
woman who suffered from hemorrhages. The 
threshold moment came when the woman 
summoned the courage to move through the 
crowd to touch the garment of Jesus. He 
knew! A miracle of faith, grace, healing! 

For us, thresholds, visible or invisible, born of 
our own choosing, or from circumstances 
beyond our control, can become threshold 
moments of grace if we allow the thin veil 
between heaven and earth to open us to 
God’s presence. As participants reflected on 
key threshold moments in their lives, they 
spoke of stepping into Mystery to discover: “. . 
. possibility, trust, hope, vitality, blessing, 
courage, and faith!”  

  

  

 

Prudence McCarthy, CSJ  

Maryann Enright, CSJ  



MORE INFORMATION AND A COMPLETE LISTING OF EVENTS IS AVAILABLE AT: 
 Event Dates » Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston (csjboston.org)  

Federation Event 

July 8-10, 2022 

Hyatt Regency St. Louis at the Arch, with opportunities 
to participate virtually. Visit the USCSSJ Federation 
website to learn more. 

For your Lenten Experience: LISTEN! Let go! Laugh! 

Sunday, March 27 

Living the Dream 

Wednesday, May 11 

Offered by Saint Joseph Spiritual Ministries at the Motherhouse Chapel. Presented by 

Carlotta Gilarde, CSJ. 3:00 to 5:30PM. See link for more info. 

A dual in-person and remote gathering to support the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Boston 

and celebrate honorees. 6:00PM. See link for more info. 

Saint Joseph Spiritual Ministries Retreats 

Summer 2022 There will be six Summer Retreats held at Glastonbury Abbey during June, July and 
August. Learn more about the retreats and sign up here. 

A New Partner in Mission 

Welcome to the newest member of the 

Motherhouse Administrative building!! 

Kat Gunther 

Print & Digital Graphic Designer 

Upcoming issues of The More Update... 

Katie McNally passes off the torch  

to the new editor, Kat Gunther! 

Kat Gunther loves what she does (all things related to design), 
drawing illustrations of endangered species, and her cat, 
Theodore. Theodore may or may not love her back. She lives 
in Warren, RI, enjoys her commute, but is in desperate need 
of podcast recommendations. 

Come to the Circle 

Wednesday, May 18 
A virtual event to benefit The Women’s Table. 7:00pm. See link for more info. 

Prayer Vigil for Peace in Ukraine 

Wednesday, March 23 An Interfaith Prayer Vigil for Peace in Ukraine. At the Motherhouse Chapel and Live 

Streamed. 5:00pm. See link for more info. 

Paschal Triduum 

April 14, 15, 16 
Masses will be held at 5:00pm at the Motherhouse in Brighton for Holy Thursday, Good 

Friday, and the Easter Vigil on Saturday. See link for more info. 

https://www.csjboston.org/news-events/event-dates/
https://www.youtube.com/user/csjboston/videos
https://www.cssjfed.org/about-us/event-2022
https://www.cssjfed.org/about-us/event-2022
https://www.csjboston.org/lenten-experience-listen-let-go-laugh-sjsm-afternoon-of-prayer/
https://www.csjboston.org/save-the-date-living-the-dream-dinner-2022/
https://www.csjboston.org/our-ministries/congregation-ministries/st-joseph-spiritual-ministries/retreats/
http://www.thewomenstable.org
https://www.csjboston.org/join-with-us-for-an-interfaith-prayer-vigil-for-peace-in-ukraine/
https://www.csjboston.org/april-141516-paschal-triduum-csj-motherhouse/

