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Our magazine title, the MORE…, comes from a spiritual cornerstone of
our charism, spirit, and spirituality dating back to the 17th century roots of
the world-wide family of Sisters of St. Joseph. The Consensus Statement, drawn from the central ideas of our founding
spirituality states, in part, that we approach life “with an orientation towards excellence (le plus) tempered by gentleness,
peace, joy.” The French “le plus” translates into English as the MORE…
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From Our President
Lee Hogan, CSJ

R

To What Is Our God
Inviting Us Now?

ecently, I had an experience that caused me to think, once again,
about the depth and breadth of our mission as religious sisters
in the world of the 21st century, and the impact of our ministry. A
message from a local pastor informed me that the parish was about to
dedicate a small classroom/office building to one of our sisters. She had
served there in parish ministry for 25 years, had retired more than a
decade earlier and was deceased for six years. The dedication was to
be held on the anniversary of her death.
Sister Ricci Lloyd, CSJ, was a woman of deep commitment to her God
and the people she was called to serve in ministry. In her gentle,
compassionate and loving manner she embraced the people of this
parish, the dear neighbors without distinction;
and they embraced her for 25 years, and
“What needs are unmet today? To
beyond, during her retirement and now in
honoring her legacy in the parish.
what is our God calling us now?
For nearly a century and a half, the Sisters of
These are the questions that both
St. Joseph have ministered in the Archdiocese
of Boston. This ministry has taken many forms.
inspire and challenge us today...”
For the first one hundred years, sisters were
primarily in the classroom as educators. In the past half century, we
have gone beyond the classroom to minister also in parishes, social
service agencies, health care, and numerous other settings where
meeting the needs of the times offered us so many opportunities for
service to the dear neighbor. In each of these varied ministries we have
been committed, as Sister Ricci was, to the mission of Jesus, the mission
of unifying love.
As we move deeper into the 21st century, we are asking ourselves: How
shall we be in mission in the coming years and decades? If not in
classrooms, parishes, and the other settings of the past, how shall we
reach out to the dear neighbor without distinction? What needs are
unmet today? With whom might we collaborate? To what is our God
inviting us now? These are the questions that both inspire and challenge
us today as we engage in planning for our CSJ Congregation of
the future.
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Together WITH
the Dear Neighbor

n this issue of the MORE… you are invited to consider our past,
present and future, and reflect on who we are and who we are
becoming. As we prepare to celebrate 150 years in Boston, this “WE”
includes all of us: sisters, associates, agrégées and all partners
in mission.
Our hearts know that who we are embraces both our 149 years of
service and presence among the people of Boston, as well as the
roots that have deepened and expanded since Fr. Jean-Pierre
Médaille, SJ, joined with a small group of ordinary women in Le
Puy, France, almost 375 years ago. Enflamed by the desire to be
“One in God’s inclusive love” and to
serve the “dear neighbor without
distinction,” these women grew
into who we are today: the worldwide family of Saint Joseph.

“We follow the
energy of ‘Yes!’”

In the pages that follow, you will read how this story continues
through outreach and advocacy, as well as in partnerships
sustained, created, and continued amid the pain and brokenness of
current world and church situations. Students and staff in our
ministries are learning the challenge of caring for creation through
the lens of our charism of unifying love. Donors and supporters
continue their generous support. Neighborhood groups partner with
us and find a welcoming space for peace vigils, social advocacy,
outreach to those in need and more. As we envision the future, we
are called to reflect on how we walk together and listen
compassionately and without judgment in a manner that calls our
Church to be counter-cultural.
Margaret Wheatley writes, “We can’t change the human experience,
but we can turn toward, not away from, those struggling… We follow
the energy of ‘Yes!’ rather than accepting defeat…” 1
As the theme of this issue suggests, we do this together partnering
WITH our dear neighbor, journeying into an unknown future, and
sustained by the God who calls us forth.
1

Margaret Wheatley, Turning to One Another, expanded edition, © 2009,
Barrett-Koehler Publishers, Inc. pg. 82 ff

From the office of
Mission Advancement
Carol Mack
Director of Mission Advancement
Cathy Clifford, CSJ
Assistant President
[left to right]

Mission Advancement
Advancement Conversation

L

et me begin by sharing with you some very, very good news. For the calendar
year, January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021 we received (from you) an
incredible six thousand, four hundred and sixty-five (6,465) gifts. And the total of
those gifts? This is where you wish you had a drum roll…the total of those gifts
amounted to $2,500,688. You are incredible! Thank you!
This number reflects donations given through: our Spring and Fall Appeals, our Living
the Dream Event, gifts from our card program in honor or in memory of someone, St.
Joseph Day gifts, and gifts to our Congregational Ministries — Casserly House, The
Women’s Table, The Literacy Connection, and St. Joseph Spiritual Ministries. It also
includes bequests received from those kind and generous people who remembered
the Sisters in their final plans.
These gifts were received in the form of checks, cash, through our website, by text-togive, over the phone, by individuals, couples, families, through investment companies,
public foundation grants, private foundations, retirement accounts, businesses,
parishes, schools, classes, trusts and bequests, and even little extra donations tucked
into cards remembering sisters on the occasion of their jubilees, birthdays, Christmas
and Easter!
We are sincerely grateful for this outpouring of generosity! We know you have many
worthy organizations from which to choose for your philanthropic dollars. Thank you
for choosing our sisters. Your gifts are wisely used to support our retired sisters and
Congregational Ministries.
And from Sr. Cathy…
“Some people come into our lives
and quickly go, others stay for a while,
leave footprints on our heart
and we are never, ever the same.”
— Flavia Weedn

And yes, it is true that YOU leave footprints on our hearts with your overwhelming
generosity! We are touched and deeply appreciative of your goodness. Be assured of
our prayers of gratitude for each of you.

3
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Office of Justice
Peace at thirty-five

The
&

3

1
Betty Cawley, CSJ
Head of the Office of Justice and Peace

4

T

he Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston have a
long history of commitment to Justice and
Peace. Our earliest ministry of educating immigrants
in Boston set us on a path to empower marginalized
people. In the turbulent 1960s and 1970s sisters
marched for voting rights and for peace, and
supported migrant workers in California by
boycotting lettuce and grapes in local supermarkets.
The work of justice continues today.

1972

A new structure emerged in 1972: the RNR
Committee (Rerum Novarum Revisited)
was established and remained in existence until the
1990s. Members of the committee met to discuss
current issues, to devise ways to address them, and
to educate the whole Congregation and invite them
to action.

1986

At the Chapter meeting in 1986, the Office
of Justice and Peace was established to
better coordinate our justice activities, and in 1987
Sister Patricia Lambert, CSJ, became the first Director
of the office (1987-2001). The mission of the office
from the beginning was education and advocacy. Pat
brought many gifts and skills to this position, including
her earlier experience at the State House. She had
a deep commitment to justice and collaborated with
every imaginable organization in the city of Boston

2

4
3

together with sisters from congregations in the area
who supported one another in the work for justice.
Pat was charged with implementing our corporate
stance on non-violence and nuclear arms. She joined
demonstrations against the School of the Americas
and traveled to El Salvador with a delegation
of election observers.

2002

The second director of the Office of
Justice and Peace was Sister Carole
Lombard, CSJ (2002-2012), a scientist and
theologian by training and a lover of the earth by
disposition.

The mission of the office
from the beginning was
education and advocacy.
During her tenure in the position, Carole worked
with an Earth Committee within the Congregation
to educate all of us in the New Cosmology and
promote our Corporate Stance on Behalf of the

Earth (1992). In addition, she became skilled in the
area of shareholder resolutions and proxy voting.
She appeared in many corporations’ annual meetings
to present resolutions on justice issues. In 2009, she
worked with congregation leadership to develop our
Corporate Stance Against Human Trafficking.

2013

Sister Helen Sullivan, CSJ (2013-2016)
became the third director of the office.
Prior to serving in this position, Helen had been
ministering in the Brighton-Allston area and had
excellent connections and relations with local
groups. Helen continued to bring issues to the
attention of the sisters and to suggest advocacy and/
or direct action to address them. In particular, on the
70th anniversary of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 31
years after our Corporate Stance Against Nuclear
Arms, Helen worked collaboratively with other
organizations to call for nuclear disarmament. In
successive issues of Soundings during 2014-2015, she
reviewed and updated information and actions on our
corporate stances.

5

6

2016

When I assumed this position in 2016, I
had the advantage of 20+ years on the
RNR Committee, service on Pat Lambert’s advisory
board, and the foundation of many years of work
by my predecessors. I also had a real desire to
minister more directly in justice work. The name of
the position was changed to “Justice Promoter,” but
the mission of education and advocacy remains the
same. I also have the advantage (or the curse!) of
rapid and frequent communication from all sorts of
sources. Even during the pandemic, when we could
not lobby in person at the State House, for example,
we had hearings and meetings via Zoom.

5

2022

After thirty-five years, the Office of Justice
and Peace continues the important
work of education and advocacy. Some issues are
threaded through the years; others rise to prominence
at particular times. The work of the office is an
important way that we raise our corporate voice
for justice.

7

Photographs
1. Pat Lambert, CSJ, speaking at an event
2. Helen Sullivan, CSJ, at a neighborhood gathering
3. Carol Lombard, CSJ, at the United Nations
4. Betty Cawley, CSJ, Carlotta Gilarde, CSJ,
Pat Andrews, CSJ, with State Rep. Kevin Honan

5. Sisters attending an anti-trafficking vigil
6. Sisters at the 2018 Women’s March
7. Nancy Braceland, CSJ, and Pauline Curley,
CSJ, attending a grape boycott
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Throw Open the

Windows!

Digitizing the
Experiences
of the

Sisters of
St. Joseph
of Boston
During the Era

Pictured left to right: Enis Mattozzi, CSJ, Norena Quilty, CSJ, & Lumena
O’Sullivan, CSJ [interviewees for grant]

6

of

Vatican II

Katie McNally
Archivist of Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston

I

am thrilled to share that, well-timed with next
year’s 150th Anniversary celebrations, the Archives
has received a Recordings at Risk
grant from the Council on Library ...preserving and using the
and Information Resources (CLIR) to audio collections lifts the
digitize a sizeable collection containing
voices of women religious and
important audio recordings from the
1960s-1990s. The audio, contained in showcases their experience of
its original open-reel audio tapes and the social, cultural and religious
cassette tapes, is susceptible to loss changes of the second half of
due to the short lifespan of magnetic
tape. Even playback on a cassette the twentieth century.
player risks damage. The grant will
allow us to transfer each recording to a digital
medium so it can be preserved in perpetuity and
made more accessible for all who wish to research
and celebrate the legacy of these women.
The collection to be digitized includes the oral history
interviews of 45 different Boston CSJ sisters! The
interviewees were adult women religious at the time
of Vatican II, so their memories reveal a period of

Viterbo McCarthy, CSJ teaching youth

transformation and innovation within the
Catholic Church – after a call from Pope
John XXIII to “throw open the windows!”
Preserving the audio collection lifts the
voices of women religious and allows us
to showcase the female experience of the
social, cultural and religious changes of
the second half of the twentieth century.
Interviewees share their experiences as
teachers, pastoral ministers, laundresses,
cooks, activists, nurses, musicians,
advocates for refugees, caretakers
for AIDS patients, and other roles into
which they were missioned. More personal
vignettes provide an intimate look into
childhood and family life, the decision
to take religious vows, thoughts on
extraordinary world events and reflections
on ordinary moments in life.

Zita Fleming, CSJ, celebrating
Zita
Fleming, CSJ celebrating
this victory

Just because these interviews are from
the past, does not mean they can’t speak
to the present time. The world they lived
in is our world; the issues they faced
are not unlike the challenges of our own time. Some even
describe the 1918 Flu Epidemic. The interviews relay the stories
of people who are traditionally under-represented in historical
collections, as sisters describe their ministries which led them
outside the demographic in which they grew up. Because these
sisters professed vows to devote their lives to walk together
with “the dear neighbor,” in many ways, these oral histories
are the histories of their neighbors in Boston and beyond.
The entire digitization process will be a nine-month endeavor
and will be completed during the sesquicentennial year.
Stay tuned for news about the future of this collection and
opportunities to celebrate the messages which these women
of the past hoped to share with the future!

7

Modernized habits from the 1960s

This project is supported by a Recordings at Risk grant from
the Council on Library and Information Resources (CLIR). The
grant program is made possible by funding from The Andrew
W. Mellon Foundation.

A. Catherine Murphy, CSJ
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Toward a Synodal Church: A Conversation
with Fr. Paul Soper & Pat Boyle, CSJ

Pat Boyle, CSJ
Associate Director of the Office of Pastoral
Planning for the Archdiocese of Boston.

A

synod on synodality? To some it feels like
abstract church jargon. Some stare with a
glazed look when it’s brought up. Others are resistant
to any further change in the Church while some feel
there isn’t enough change. So what is this synod on
synodality that our global church, individual dioceses,
Pope Francis, the Leadership Conference of Women
Religious and many more are talking about?
8

What are its potential challenges and yet-to-be
imagined opportunities? And at what point on this
spectrum do you find yourself?

Photo courtesy of Chris Donoghue

deep, serene listening, and recognize Jesus’ presence
in the other person. The shift to synodal thinking is
a learning experience that is not so much a process
but a style-change for each of us. This happens best
when we work with one another to change our hearts.
Fr. Paul also asserted, “This is not a practical
synod. So we shouldn’t expect practical change.
My concern is that we go through this process and
think we’re done. We live in a culture that’s so used
to instant change – instant everything. This way of
being is going to take a long time and the fidelity
to bring it about is counter-cultural. It will make us
counter-cultural.”
from left to right:

Pat Boyle, CSJ, Michael Lavigne,
and Fr. Paul Soper at the Archdiocesan
Pastoral Center

Fr. Paul Soper and Pat Boyle, CSJ, have been working
with various groups throughout the Archdiocese of
Boston to engage a wide variety of people in what
amounts to a new way of thinking and being, not
only as Church, but as human beings who listen
more attentively to one another. Fr. Paul comments,
“This synod is energizing to me because it makes
me think about how we need to change and listen
more attentively to one another. The fundamental
motivational question of this synod on synodality

“It will make
us countercultural.”
is to listen without judgment or defensiveness.
This is the centerpiece of the synod. Our world is
divided and that divide is strongly reflected in the
church too.”
Fr. Paul and Sister Pat went on to describe how
they are introducing the Synod on Synodality to
the people of the Archdiocese of Boston. It’s about
“Walking Together.” This will happen when people
listen, form relationships borne of contemplative,

Church synods have been around for centuries.
However, Pope Francis is calling us to a style of
synodality that engages a wider population than
ever before. In 2015 he said, “One could say that
today we are not living an epoch of change so much
as an epochal change. … Our time requires us to live
problems as challenges and not as obstacles: The
Lord is active and at work in our world. Thus, go out
into the streets and go out to the crossroads: call
all those whom you find, excluding no one (cf. Mt
22:9). … Wherever you may be, build neither walls
nor borders but village squares and field hospitals.”
The theme of this Synod is straightforward:
Communion, Participation, Mission, yet it will
take time. In speaking of the overall vision
of the synod, Fr. Paul reminds us that, “Deep
listening can drive real social change. By 2023,
we may realize that this process is an entrée to
something new.”
Opening our hearts and listening deeply is a
life-long journey.
How are our hearts changed as a result of our quiet,
contemplative listening to the experience of
the other?
How and where is the Spirit moving within the Body
of Christ – the entire Body of Christ?
1 All comments by Fr. Paul Soper Archdiocese of Boston,
Director of Pastoral Planning, are from a conversation with
Fr. Paul and Pat Boyle, CSJ, Associate Director of Pastoral
Planning, March 17, 2022.
2 Pope Francis’ address to the Fifth Convention of the Italian
Church, November 10, 2015.
www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2015/
november/documents/papa-francesco_20151110_firenzeconvegno-chiesa-italiana.html

9
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WORKING TOWARD

HOPE
Lynn Levo, CSJ

Reprinted with permission from Connections, a publication of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet

P

sychologist Lynn M. Levo, CSJ, has been busy.
Of late, much of her work has focused on
helping her Albany community and her clients find
hope in these uniquely challenging times. She shares
her insights below.

10

My understanding of hope is based on theological
and psychological understandings. Connecting the
two is exciting and helpful. I have been exploring
hope and changes in religious life, and most recently
in relation to COVID-19, our political reality and
the many losses we are facing today. It is clear that
hope matters now and that it begins with naming
reality honestly, followed by a call to action. We
will not be hopeful unless we name what it is like
for ourselves and for those around us. It is a call
to transformation, to creating a different world
going forward.

“Yes, divinely inspired

dissatisfaction!”
Hope requires us to acknowledge the tremendous
suffering of COVID, the unnecessary loss of life, the
loss of connection with people we care about and the
loss of touch. Many are touch-deprived, a basic need
for us as humans. Because of the need for safety,
rituals around death and saying goodbye and the
celebrations of jubilees, birthdays and daily Mass
have not been possible. We can’t underestimate the

impact of the loss of ritual, of our inability to share
our daily life and our very personal experiences of
suffering and loss.
Sometimes I hear people say, “I want to win the
lottery!” What is this really about? Hearing this, I
think of the work on hope by theologian and author
Jürgen Moltmann. He says hope is awakening in us
a thirst and a hunger for the fullness of life. When
we are dissatisfied with who we are, we are moved
to create a future in which more life will enter the
life we actually have. For Moltmann, hope is divinely
inspired dissatisfaction.
For our congregation, our dissatisfaction is reflected
in our desire to right relationships by acknowledging
the crises of the earth and global warming, our
recognition of and our complicity in systems of
oppression, and our desire to walk with women
and others who desire to speak their truth. This
is our shared impulse for the fullness of life and
our dissatisfaction with what we see. Yes, divinely
inspired dissatisfaction!
What kind of choices will lead to hopefulness?
Psychology points us to understanding and embracing
these fundamental human longings:
We have choices – personal and communal.
Each day we can choose what is personally fulfilling
and how we can be of service to others — elements
critical to purpose. Even in the midst of COVID, we
have choices. Saying, “There’s nothing I can do here”
enables hopelessness. Realizing the choices we do
have helps us live fully and gratefully in the present.
Today’s choice may simply mean putting on a mask.

Even though we are separated because of COVID, knowing
that we are loved, remembering the presence of a loved one,
a mentor, a friend and a caring community help foster a
sense of connection and trust and openness that are critical
to being human. People who are isolated find it difficult
to hope.

A personal understanding of how to care for oneself and live
a balanced life even in the midst of COVID is fundamental
to psychology’s focus on resilience. Being resilient is about
caring for oneself physically, emotionally, relationally and
psychologically. During this anxious time for many, knowing
how to soothe and relax are critical elements of self-care
and resilience.

Those of us with a spiritual life, the gift of faith, are fortunate
to have a sense of connection to something greater than
ourselves. Leaning into our belief in and connection with
a loving and faithful God helps. We are learning that our
prayer needs to include our feelings. Although we may pray
the Psalms, many of which are laments, God longs to hear
what it is like for me/for us, which means talking to God
about what I/we feel, trusting that God will hear us and is
caring for us.
These choices likely will require a shift in perspective, being
open to what is and living in the present. It includes doing our
own inner work and reaching out to others.

Lynn M. Levo, CSJ, Ph.D.,
a Sister of St. Joseph of Carondelet, is a
licensed psychologist, lecturer and consultant.
Lynn will be a keynote speaker at this
summer’s CSSJ Federation Event where she
will bring our charism of unifying love as she
addresses the various aspects of what it takes
for a human person to live in an evolving
reality in the midst of chaos and uncertainty.

11
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BOOK REVIEW

Birth of a
Movement:
Black Lives
Lives Matter
& the

Cattholic Church
Ca
“Segura’s message forced me to
acknowledge my ignorance and to
question some broad generalizations.”
Pictured above:
author Olga Marina Segura

12

I

Helene Higgins, CSJ

n BIRTH OF A MOVEMENT: Black Lives
Matter and the Catholic Church, Olga M. Segura
introduces us to three women who initiated the Black
Lives Matter [BLM] on Social Media. Alicia Garza,
Patrisse Cullors and Opal Tometi’s efforts resonate
with many and have grown into a movement that
challenges us to question what we were taught,
how we think, and, more importantly, what we
hope for our future. Segura intertwines a variety of
social issues and asks us to recognize how they are
intertwined in our society. Although I struggled to
align each issue, I believe this is a generational thing
since I struggle while watching TV as messages scroll
along the bottom and small pictures are inserted at
the top.
Segura’s message forced me to acknowledge my
ignorance and to question some broad generalizations.
I heard myself saying, “I don’t know,” and at other
moments saying out loud, “Yes, this is so.” The author
states that the Black Lives Matter Movement is
the secular version of our Catholic social teaching
and expresses some disappointment in statements/
documents of the USCCB and a few individual
Bishops. With deep respect for the USCCB, I believe
it’s the people in each parish who feed the hungry,
visit the imprisoned, run the soup kitchens, welcome
the stranger, and comfort the grieving who will
challenge our Church to acknowledge our sinful
cooperation with white supremacy.

I like to read and so am asked what I am reading.
This is followed with the question, “Do you like it?” So
it was as I read: BIRTH OF A MOVEMENT: Black
Lives Matter and the Catholic Church. I pondered
how to respond. I didn’t want to say, “No,” and yet
I couldn’t say, “Yes.” After a pause of considerable
length, I said, “I don’t think the author intended for
me to enjoy this book. Rather, she intended that I
be challenged to feel my own defensiveness and
acknowledge my own fears and sins of silence in
acceptance of a status quo.”
She invited me to question, to agree with what
I knew to be true, to learn and to wonder about
broad statements which would inspire me to keep
reading and seeking more. Olga Segura was asking
me to acknowledge and, more importantly, accept
a world/society different from what I know. This is a
good read as it challenges us to think beyond what
we know or were taught.
Olga Marina Segura is a writer and the opinion editor
at National Catholic Reporter. She is also the author
of a landmark book – BIRTH OF A MOVEMENT:
Black Lives Matter and the Catholic Church –
examining the founders of the Black Lives Matter
movement and the Catholic Church’s involvement with
slavery. Her writing has appeared in The Guardian,
Latino Rebels, Shondaland, Sojourners, Refinery29,
and The Revealer. Olga will be a keynote speaker at
this summer’s CSSJ Federation Event.

Ecological
Justice

Children Are Our Greatest Teachers
Stephanie Marcucci, Head of School, WPS

In order for young children to gain a real understanding of
ecological justice, they must engage in activities that are
practical, realistic, and hands-on. When children see that
their actions have an immediate impact, they are more
likely to continue these activities as they grow. One of the
first ways that the children at Walnut Park Montessori
[WPS] work toward ecological justice is by cleaning up their
immediate environment, the playground! After cleaning up
the playground the children reflected upon their experience.
Some of their reflections were:

Keep the earth clean because if the earth is dirty, people
cannot live on earth. When you see trash clean it up, even if
you did not make the mess. Children are our greatest teachers!

Ecological Justice at St. Joseph Prep
Maureen Doherty, CSJ, Director of Mission Integration at SJP

t Walnut Park
Earth Day a

ething new
Learning som Prep
at St. Joseph

ery,
Caitlin Slatt
lass of '22
Fontbonne C

Students at Saint Joseph Prep are very familiar with the
CSJ core values, one of which, Care of All God’s Creation,
was highlighted in senior Theology and Science classes this
year. Mr. Delaney’s senior theology classes looked at the
seven themes of “Catholic Social Teaching” with a focus on
the core values. Classwork included Pope Francis’ Laudato
Si' and the UN Climate Change Conference. Educational 13
videos, such as “Top 10 Things You Need to Know About
Pope Francis’ Laudato Si'” informed their thinking. This film
explained how the poorest communities are often the most
affected by climate change. Students then shared actions they
can take to help the environment by completing a worksheet
answering questions like, “What can we do to protect our
common home?”

Care for Creation Through
Environmental Justice
Caroline Gildea Hennigan, Class of 2024, Fontbonne, The Early
College of Boston

Climate injustice is an issue that affects everyone across the
world. Catholic Social Teaching states that we have a duty
to care for and respect God’s creation. At Fontbonne, for
her Social Justice Capstone Project, Caitlin Slattery chose
to research and encourage others to fight for environmental
justice, specifically involving ocean pollution. Slattery noted
that her old family beach house in Humarock, MA is what
drew her to the topic. “Spending my summers there and being
able to hear the waves crash as I fell asleep has always given
me a close connection to the ocean,” she said. “Living in a
healthy environment is a basic human right that is threatened
by ocean pollution.”
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ALONDRA
Boston’s first youth poet laureate gives life and beauty to a peace vigil by
way of a prayer poem

S

BOBADILLA

hortly after George Floyd’s murder in 2020, we hosted
a Peace Vigil organized in partnership with our Allston/
Brighton neighbors who desired to gather in a neutral, loving
space. This vigil provided a safe place to breathe, express and
reflect on how racial injustice and discrimination has affected our
neighborhood. In welcoming our neighbors, Pat Andrews, CSJ,
explained that the Sisters of St. Joseph have been neighbors in
Brighton for over 129 years. We move always toward profound
love of God and love of neighbor without distinctions. So hosting
an evening like this is part of who we are.
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In January 2020, Alondra Bobadilla was named Boston’s first-ever Youth Poet Laureate. Alondra uses her
writing to highlight social issues that impact her and her community. Through her own work, she demonstrates
how creative expression can be a powerful tool for youth to examine feelings around issues, find their voice,
and speak up about the changes they want to see for their future. Alondra Bobadilla is the author of a
poetry book entitled With Clipped Wings which was published in June of 2021. Alondra composed this prayer
poem specifically for the neighborhood peace vigil hosted at our Motherhouse in July 2020.

in my bedroom
in my bedroom
i pray and i ask
tell me about a time
when the earth was not weeping
before the first murder scene
when brother killed brother
as we see now like normalcy everyday on our streets
numb to the screaming
people drop and they look like us
it’s like seeing yourself die again and again
and no one is crying but you
no reason to mourn if the only one clothed in black
is already six feet under
tell me about the people that have died
show me their hearts
the way you show me mine
tell me a story about the time they had a first laugh
first fall
first kiss

something that connects me to their humanness
erasing the violent images
plaguing my brain
God i’ve got their names etched in my skin
i feel the pain of their death
as if they are my own kin
mothers are burying their faces right
now in their hands
wailing at every name that flashes on the news
cradling their bodies as if their children were still
small enough to fit in their embrace
tiny hand prints press against their cheeks
babies wondering the crime for the tears
unknowing of the images of their dead body laid
lifeless
running like a movie in their mama’s mind
these self-proclaimed prophecies over
our sons and daughters
we see their caskets before we see them crawl

tell me about a time

when the world stopped in its track
and peered down at the blood on its hands
i carry pains on my back
from generations past
and i crack under pressure
your freedom is my good measure
when bitter anger is all i know
God people look in horror at the rioting
as if they’ve never seen a pot heat up for too long
and burst out before
this repetitive trauma the in denial suggest should
and can simply be forgotten
america’s sins are breaking through the surface
the buried limbs laid out on highways
rotten
the stench reaching the highest heaven
straight to your throne
america’s sick glory is the amount of bodies it has
buried
this country is its own foe
tell me why these black bodies keep falling
you hear them crashing to the ground from a
distance
it causes earthquakes
and i’m still feeling shock waves from
the mass graves in the sea
rest in peace to the people that chose suicide over
slavery
tell me
how to teach
how to preach this word of love
so the hardest hearts can get this message
teach me how to carry these burdens as my own
relieve some of the weight of brothers who are
hurting
and my sisters who are burning with rage
tell me about a time
where the people came together and kneeled to the
ground in desperation
laid their baggage on the pavement
the earth and the angels weeping alongside them
tell me about a time when we chose the us
when we stopped chopping ourselves up and dividing
when we have the same roots
we sound like our colonizers
echoing that ancient voice
forgetting we all came from the same places just
dropped off at different ports

tell me about a time
where a gathering in silence was the only kind of
consolation the people would ever receive
the only space on earth they would ever get to
breathe
in the arms of God
and in the arms of strangers
they love us better
under this vision of a nation that is chain less
the blood of the covenant is thicker
than the water of the womb
this vision is not wasted
and i must say
this family i’ve made in the pain
this is the family i believe that you gave me
the family that sees a revelation under the skies
of a people joined together
hip to hip
eye to eye
seeing the color with love, not shielding their eyes
this is the people i stand for
and i pray you give us the strength to fight
whether protesting
lawmaking
interceding
all this power is groundbreaking
may this common purpose never be fogged
by our personal agenda and morale
but may it propel
and may the people come back and recharge in this
place
the safe arms of the family you weaved together
a new lineage
a tapestry of faith
in the dream of a nation that feels so faraway
tell me these stories everytime i’m weak
stories of warriors marching the streets
and fighting in their rooms on their knees
calling reps from every state besides their own
remind us
when we leave this place of grief
i lay my amen
on my bedside
like a favorite book, i’ll pick it back up when i forget
to remember the victory cries
stampeding down hills, banners raised high
let this prayer reach up to the seventh sky
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For almost 130 years of our 150 years in Boston,
Boston the Sisters of St. Joseph have been a presence in
the Brighton/Allston neighborhood of the city. We have partnered with local parishes, schools,
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Living the Dream Dinner
Celebrating 149 years of service by the Sisters of St. Joseph
with and among the people of Greater Boston.
Honoring Rosemary Scapicchio

Fierce in the courtroom and committed to justice

Cathy Clifford, CSJ
Assistant President

18

C

2022’s Living the Dream Dinner brought together a community
dedicated to truly living the dream. What is the dream?
to 2021, when there was no clinking HowToblessed
were to
as
bringweabout
a have
worldNoel
of Dixon
justice.

ontrary
of glasses, no hugs from those we hadn’t
seen in a while and no joyful personal reconnecting,
Living the Dream 2022 was a night of festivity, of
reconnecting and of being delighted in welcoming
old friends – those who have been with us on the
journey. And what a journey it has been! Do you
know that this is the 149th year the Sisters of St.
Joseph have been in Boston? Next year, we will
celebrate our 150th anniversary! Plan on joining us
April 24, 2023 to celebrate!
But, back to the present. We had a wonderful
night. What a delight to be in the company of our
Honoree, Rosemary Scapicchio, a woman held with
the greatest respect and the recipient of our “Dear
Neighbor Award.” This award was presented by
Regina Quinlan Doherty, one of our honorees from
last year. Both Regina and Rosemary are women of
values and character.
To add to the aura of the evening, three Sisters of
St. Joseph, Maureen Doherty, CSJ, Carlotta Gilarde,
CSJ, and Marie Therese Martin, CSJ, were featured
in the video. These women have been Sisters of St.
Joseph for more than sixty years and during those
years have been a presence in the areas of education
and social justice. They, most definitely, have heard
the cry of the poor.

our
Testimonial Speaker — such an example for all of us
as he clearly demonstrates the meaning of “paying
it forward.” A graduate of Cathedral High School
in Boston, followed by Boston College, Noel is
presently Vice President, Global Macro Strategist at
State Street. He also donates his time as a board
member of the Catholic Schools Foundation as well
as Cathedral High School.
And so, we give thanks to you; those who helped
organize the evening, our generous donors, those
in attendance and those who participated virtually.
Thanks to the efforts of all, we raised over $710,000
at this event! How blessed we are!

Mary Black, CSJ, greets Noel Dixon and family

Guests enjoying the evening

President Lee Hogan, CSJ

19

Left to right: Rosemary Scapicchio, President Lee Hogan, CSJ,
and Regina Quinlan Doherty

Cathy Clifford, CSJ

“Living the Dream 2022
was a night of festivity, of
reconnecting and of being
delighted in welcoming old
friends – those who have
been with us on the journey.”

Guest speaker, Noel Dixon

Scan to watch
livestream of
the event
Donors enjoying their meal

Florence Kahler, CSJ, playing piano
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Rosemary Scapicchio:

Who is she?
Rosemary Scapicchio, our 2022 recipient of the
Dear Neighbor Award, is the lawyer responsible
for changing the lives of countless people,
including Sean Ellis, a young father wrongfully
accused of murder.

Cathy Clifford, CSJ
Assistant President
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R

osemary Scapicchio, a Mount St. Joseph
Academy graduate of the class of 1982,
was chosen by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston
to be honored with the “Dear Neighbor Award.”
This award was presented on May 11, 2022, at the
Seaport Hotel during our annual Living the Dream
Dinner. The award recognizes Rosemary for her
commitment to justice serving the “dear neighbor
without distinction.”

she has also argued successfully before the U.S.
Supreme Court.

Rosemary grew up with the values of a humble
origin and hard work in Brighton, Massachusetts.
She attended St. Columbkille Elementary School for
grades one through eight and the “Mount” for her
high school years. Twelve years of the Sisters of St.
Joseph and she’s still alive to tell the tales! Following
graduation, Rosemary attended Suffolk University
for her Bachelor’s Degree and then, finally, Suffolk
Law. She was admitted to the bar in 1991.

She is fierce in the courtroom and has been
successful in freeing innocent clients
w ho w e r e pr e v i o us l y sentenced to life
without the possibility of parole.

As an experienced criminal defense lawyer, Rosemary
is held with the greatest respect, one with a “burning
desire to right wrongs.” She is fierce in the courtroom
and has been successful in freeing innocent clients
who were previously sentenced to life without the
possibility of parole. In addition to her appearances
before the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court,

Rosemary always serves the “dear neighbor without
distinction.” She is committed to justice and is a
zealous advocate for all of her clients, in every way,
shape, manner and form. To highlight this assertion,
on November 11, 2020, Netflix released “Trial 4,” the
eight-part series following Sean Ellis’ 22-year pursuit

of freedom after being wrongly convicted of the
1993 murder of Detective John Mulligan. Attorney
Scapicchio secured Ellis’ release from his decadeslong nightmare. The riveting series provides a behindthe-scenes look into how Rosemary uncovered the
corruption, how Sean was freed, the preparation for
Ellis’ retrial and the quest to clear Ellis’ name.
We are thrilled and proud that Rosemary Scapicchio
was our guest of honor at our Living the Dream
event. A woman of whom to be very proud.

“People Live in Each
Other’s Shadows.”
An Interview with

Mary McShane, CSJA
Carol Mack

Director of Mission Advancement

O

riginally from the Bronx, New York, Mary
found her way to Boston after graduating
from St. Nicholas of Tolentine, staffed by Dominican
Sisters of Blauvelt, NY. She attended Newton
College of the Sacred Heart which merged with
Boston College in 1974, and graduate school at MIT.
She eventually decided to make Boston her home.
We are so glad she did!
Mary first made a connection with our sisters when
she joined The Women’s Table’s Writers Workshop,
facilitated by Mary Caruso, followed by the
Journaling Workshop led by Mary Mitchell and Mary
Rita Weschler, CSJA, Director of The Women’s Table.
Mary enjoyed both the writing and the camaraderie
of these workshops.
Mary Rita suggested she investigate our Associate
Relationship. She was drawn to the good works
and outreach to the dear neighbor. Mary made her
commitment and has been a CSJ Associate for two
years (interrupted by pandemic-induced delays).
In addition, she has volunteered with The Literacy
Connection, a CSJ Congregation Ministry. Here
she tutors immigrants who are speakers of other
languages [ESOL].
Mary likes to keep busy! Before the pandemic she
taught Irish language in downtown Boston, right
next door to the Irish Immigration Center. Now she is
teaching online, via ZOOM, and is learning to enjoy
the way this new mode of communicating can be
effective in teaching the language. Her heritage is
Irish and she is passionate about this language which
is alive and well and still spoken daily in parts of
Ireland. In fact, before Covid made travel so difficult,
she would travel each year to Connemara to attend
class and increase her fluency by conversing with the
native speakers.

21

I asked Mary what inspired her. What was her
personal motto? This is what she said:

“Ar scáth a chéile a
mhaireann na daoine,”
For those of you not fluent in Irish (like me) it means
“People live in each other’s shadows.” Meaning, we
are shielded from the world’s troubles by each other’s
companionship and support; we rely on each other
for shelter. People need each other!
To relax, Mary knits, enjoying the relaxation and
challenge that working intricate patterns brings.
The sweater she is wearing in this photo is one of
her own creations. She is a member of St. Cecilia’s
parish in Back Bay, Boston. Mary appreciates how
the adoption of YouTube streaming technology by
the parish allowed the virtual attendance at Mass
during Covid lockdown. We are so pleased to know
Mary as a partner in mission and Associate of the
Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston.
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St. Joseph Spiritual Ministries Spirituality Center
SJSM is a ministry of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston

Meeting the

Spiritual

Needs of the
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left to right: Beverly Good and Joanne Fantini, CSJ Agrégée

Dear Neighbor

Joanne Fantini, CSJ Agrégée
Program Director, SJSM

S

t. Joseph Spiritual Ministries [SJSM] is a
dynamic and creative ministry of the Sisters of
St. Joseph of Boston, created as a Congregational
ministry in 2017. Since its establishment, those
engaged in the vision of SJSM have continually
expressed the desire for a Spirituality Center to share
and strengthen our spiritual offerings. Our mission
is to meet the growing needs of the neighbors we
serve. Sisters of St. Joseph, Associates and Agrégées
share spirituality through spiritual direction, retreats,
mornings and afternoons of prayer and daily
encounters with the dear neighbor to meet the
evolving needs of God’s people.
In April 2019, Joanne Fantini, CSJ Agrégée, was hired
as Director and in February of 2020 SJSM opened
St. Joseph Spirituality Center at 71 Walnut Park,
Newton, MA.
Having a space of our own frees SJSM for the
continuation of established spiritual offerings and
the creation of new ways to encounter the dear

neighbor. It is a space to listen, learn of resonances
in the hearts of God’s people and offer opportunities
to meet evolving needs.

"...the SJSM Advisory
Team has been creating
opportunities to meet the
ever-changing needs of
these challenging times."
Faced with the long-term effects of Covid-19, the
SJSM Advisory Team has been creating opportunities
to meet the ever-changing needs of these challenging
times. We have reflected on these pandemics asking:

• How do we pray in these challenging times?
• Has our prayer changed?
• How has it raised our consciousness?
• In what ways do we still need to grow and be
transformed and take action?
Each presenter touches on these questions and
challenges during the prayer opportunities that
we offer.
To mark this new moment, we have created a new logo
which captures a sense of invitation to growth and
deepening relationship to God that has consistently
characterized our spiritual ministries.
The whimsical figure reaching for the star connotes
a sense of movement, growth, reaching and the star
– the original star that guides us, the stardust we are
made of and the sense of HOPE stars bring.
This figure can be anyone – the neighbor without
distinction whom we serve, and gives expression to
the heart of our mission – drawn to a future filled
with hope in God’s dream of active inclusive love for
all God’s creation.

A Sample of SJSM

Offerings

– pending the ongoing pandemic
Monthly mornings &
afternoons of prayer
during the pandemic have been live
streamed and made accessible well beyond
our physical space. Visit www.csjboston.org
for updates on these opportunities.

Directed Retreats

are scheduled for the Summer of 2022.
We will be to hosting 4 8-Day Directed
Retreats and 2 4-Day Directed Retreats at
Glastonbury.

Rental space for Partnerships

is available at SJSM Center for Spiritual
Directors who partner with us.

Staff Development/Retreat Days

are to be hosted as soon as we are safely
able to do so.

Lace Classes

will be held in July for experienced
lacemakers and beginners alike. The
instructor, Ann Kaufmann, CSJ, has been
self-taught in the art, and delights in
showing people the basics of lace making
following the lessons in Beginner’s Guide to
Bobbin Lace by Dye and Thunder.
To contact St. Joseph Spiritual Ministries,
email: spiritual.ministries@csjboston.org or
call: 781-227-4730
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You Give Us

Hope

Carol Mack
Director of Mission Advancement

L
24

ooking back at this year, I am reminded
of the Greek myth of Pandora’s box.
On her wedding day Pandora was given, by
tricky Zeus, a beautiful box but told that
she must not open it. Curiosity overcame
her and — you guessed it — she opened
the box. Zeus had packed the box full of terrible
evils. Out of the box poured disease, misery, pain,
hunger, war and more. Pandora quickly slammed
the lid closed. It was too late to stop evil from
escaping but she was able to keep HOPE. Ever
since, people have relied on HOPE to get them
through life’s challenges.
We have had our share of challenges this year
but, we also have HOPE. Through your gifts,
given with love and generosity, YOU inspire
HOPE. We know that despite these challenging
times there are many good people out there
who care about our sisters and our ministries.
They realize that prayer and care for the “dear
neighbor” are powerful antidotes to the seemingly
insurmountable challenges of 2021-2022. Thank
you! From July 1, 2021 through May 15, 2022 your
gifts to us totaled $2,483,697.50!

These gifts have been used to:
Support our RETIRED SISTERS and help provide
suitable housing as they continue ministering as
volunteers (well past retirement age).
Enable THE LITERACY CONNECTION
to respond to adult immigrants and refugees
seeking help with English language skills,
citizenship preparation and more.
Engage with CASSERLY HOUSE, a place of
welcome and connection for immigrants, while
advocating for the Roslindale neighborhood in
partnership with others.
Help THE WOMEN’S TABLE serve women
from all walks of life by means of educational
programs, social support, supportive circles,
advocacy, outreach support and more.
Provide ST. JOSEPH SPIRITUAL MINISTRIES
with the ability to reach out to people of all
faiths, traditions, and cultures who seek a deeper
relationship with God, self and all creation
through diverse spiritual opportunities.
Again, THANK YOU!

Keep in touch and see what is happening with our sisters by visiting our website: csjboston.org. If you
would like to receive our free monthly E-Newsletter send your name and email address to Karen Yee,
the editor at: Karen.yee@csjboston.org

HOPE &
Living the
Dream ’22
This year, we had another ray of
HOPE as our Living the Dream 2022
came back to the Seaport. Friends
and neighbors attended in person
and virtually. We would like to give a
big round of applause to the people
whose hard work and determination
made Living the Dream 2022
so successful!
Our Honoree
Rosemary Scapicchio
Our Event Committee
Mary Black, CSJ
Cathy Clifford, CSJ
Eileen Connors
James Curvey
C. Michael Daley
Hon. Regina Quinlan Doherty
Gail Donahue, CSJ
Brenda Forry, CSJ
Ralph Fuccillo
Joanne Gallagher, CSJ
John Harrington
Lee Hogan, CSJ
Barry Hynes
Mary Ann Jordan
Nora Kennedy
Tara Kenney
Dennis Leonard
Rick Lord
Carol Mack
Mary Meyers
Joe Nolan
John Remondi
John White
Frances Wool, CSJ
Carol McKean, Event Consultant
And…
Kelly Tuthill, emcee
Noel Dixon, featured Speaker
Videographer: Ken London, Last Minute
Productions

Tribute Cards
Many of our friends choose to
celebrate the lives of loved ones with
one of our tribute cards. Cards are
available “In Memory of” to
remember the deceased and for
other occasions to honor the living.
The Sisters of St. Joseph remember
in their prayers both the recipient
and the donor. All donations are
acknowledged.
Displayed here is a selection of card
designs available. A full list of cards
is available on our website
www.csjboston.org

To order please indicate how many
of each card you wish on the line by
the card’s title

In Memory of

In Honor of

1

10

11

2

12

Thinking of You
3
13

Get Well

___ 1 Madonna and Child
___ 2 Resurrection
___ 3 Morning Rose
___ 4 St. Joseph

4

14

5

15

___ 5 God
___ 6 Rose by the Ocean
___ 7 Happy Birthday Cypress

Birthday

___ 8 Celebrate Life

Congratulations

___ 9 Tulips
___ 10 St. Joseph of Cohasset
___ 11 St. Joseph with Pansies

6

16

Remembered In Prayer

___ 12 Carmel Lilies
___ 13 Poppies
___ 14 Get Well Iris
___ 15 Get Well Wildflowers

17
7

Thank you

___ 16 Congratulations
___ 17 Remembered in Prayer
___ 18 Thank You

8

___19 Life is Changed - Not Ended

18

Blank

___20 Thinking of You
Cards may be ordered by
visiting our website
www.csjboston.org
or by sending this form to:
Carol Mack
Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston
637 Cambridge St., Brighton, MA
02135
Or email her at:
carol.mack@csjboston.org
Name________________________
Address______________________
____________________________
City_________________________
State_____ Zip code____________
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If you do not wish to receive future mailings of the MORE…, please return your address label to us,
and we will remove your name from all of our mailings.

Join us for our
Living the Dream Dinner

April 24, 2023:

A Celebration of

our 150 years serving the
Greater Boston community!
Follow us on social media!

