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Our magazine title, the MORE…, comes from a spiritual cornerstone of our 
spirituality dating back to the 17th century roots of the global family of Sisters 
of St. Joseph. The Consensus Statement, drawn from the central ideas of our 
founding spirituality states, in part, that we approach life “with an orientation 
towards excellence (le plus) tempered by gentleness, peace, joy.” The French 
“le plus” translates into English as “the MORE….”
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next flaring of unifying love?
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UNIFYING LOVE FLARES: 
MISSION MOMENTS

We cannot tell the story of our 150 years in 
Boston without reference to more than 200 
years during which the Sisters of St. Joseph 
brought us to this moment in time and inspire 
us as we continue our mission of unifying love. 

88

ust a few short weeks ago, on October 2, we 
celebrated our Boston Founders’ Day, combining 
it with honoring our Jubilarian sisters of 50-80 

years of commitment as Sisters of St.  Joseph. On that 
precise day we began our 150th year, recalling that 
on October 2, 1873, four sisters of St. Joseph came 
from Flushing, New York, to St. Thomas Parish in 
Jamaica Plain to begin, what is now, a century and 
one-half of service in Boston. They came at the 
invitation of Fr. Thomas Magennis and within 4 days 
opened a school for 200 children.  

The founding four sisters could not have imagined the 
new trail they were blazing. However, the late 
nineteenth and first half of the twentieth century was 
a time of rapid growth for Catholicism in the United 
States. Numerous parishes were established in Boston, 
during those decades. Many of these are also 
celebrating 100 or 150 years. 

One of my favorite quotes in the Old Testament is 
from the Prophet Jeremiah: “For I know well the plans 
I have in mind for you, says the Lord, plans for your 
welfare, not for woe! Plans to give you a future full of 
hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11) Here God offers words of hope 
to those exiled in Babylon. Sometimes our own life 
experience can seem to have times of “exile” or 
challenge. We can take comfort in Jeremiah’s words. 
Indeed, they offer hope in any situation, be it to four 
sisters starting something brand new in 1873 or today 
to us as we pray and plan for the emerging future of 
religious life.  

It was surely by the grace of God and the hard work 
of those four women that this congregation grew 
quickly. During these 150 years, well over 2,000 
women, each responding to God’s invitation, joined 
and participated in the mission of unity and 
reconciliation, responding to God’s call to bring 
unifying love to the world. Sisters have lived out the 
call in varied forms of ministry during this time, from 
classroom education to parish ministry, from social 
service to health care and more, reading the signs of 
the times, adapting and changing to meet the needs 
of the dear neighbor as they emerged. And we 
continue to ask, What are the needs of today and 
how can we respond? The journey of 150 years 
continues to unfold as our God calls us into the 
unknown future, a future full of hope. 

J

From our President
Lee Hogan, CSJ

The Journey The Journey 

ContinuesContinues

“The founding four 
sisters could not have 
imagined the new trail 
they were blazing.”

The first convent in the Jamaica Plain area in Boston

Exterior view of the CSJ 
Boston Motherhouse Chapel
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Carol Mack and Cathy Clifford, from left to right.

t is that time of year again.  A time when, for a 
little while, we try to put away our concerns and 

worries and focus on gratitude. It's time to say a 
special word of gratitude to God for the blessings we 
enjoy and for the blessing of you, our donors and 
friends. Thank you.

Your support of our events with committee work, 
sponsorship, and presence; your generosity to our 
appeals, in our card program, and memorial gifts 
from loved ones, all make it possible for our sisters to 
continue the mission that is our lives, and to maintain 
the Congregational ministries they support. Thank 
you.  And…thank you to those who are now in heaven 
and their families for the loving kindness that inspired 
them to remember us in their estate plans. Your gifts 
live on as we use them to spread unifying love where 
it is needed most. You are all in our prayers.

We are also grateful for those retired sisters who help 
us here in the fundraising office.  Not a day goes by 
when we are not blessed with their assistance. See 
them above as they created the decorations to 
welcome former sisters at the Gathering of Friends  
held on October 15th, 2022.

We ask one more favor of you. As we enter 2023, we 
enter a year of celebration of our 150th anniversary in 
Boston. We also enter a Chapter year choosing new 
leadership and setting goals and objectives for the 
years to come. Can we ask for your prayers?  

We cannot be sure what the next years will bring but 
we are sure of one thing — that we will continue to be 
attentive to the current needs of our dear neighbor 
and walk in the direction God leads. Send us 
your prayers. 

To celebrate our 150th we are offering a new vintage 
Christmas card design (see page 21) created by 
Sister Antonine Egan [1904-1983] and just as 
beautiful today. Watch for information on our website 
about our Anniversary Living the Dream Gala 
scheduled for April 24, 2023. 

We wish you the joy of gratitude this Thanksgiving 
and a happy and blessed Advent and Christmas.

nifying Love flares…! What does this mean? 
More importantly, what does it mean for 

you? This past summer we began considering how the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston will celebrate 150 years 
of presence and service among the “dear neighbor.”

A small group came together and after several weeks 
of reflecting, imagining, and designing, selected the 
theme and logo you see reflected throughout this 
issue. We asked several questions. Why are we 
celebrating? How might we celebrate? For whom are 
we celebrating? What message do we want to share 
with the people of Boston and beyond? 

Our growth is about so much more than dates or 
buildings. It’s about responding with courage in 
impossible situations, witnessing in challenging times, 
standing with the marginalized in the struggle for 
justice — and doing all with a contemplative spirit 
which gave birth to a new form of religious life that 
continues to evolve as the future unfolds.  

Therefore, our 150 years in Boston are a celebration of 
and for all of us: sisters, associates, agrégées, and 
partners in mission. We celebrate founders whose 
original impulse of unifying love brings us to this day 
as well as those who continue this impulse as it flares 
among and beyond us. 

It is our hope that the pages of this issue offer a 
response to the questions above and raise awareness 
of our mission as it continues into the future. We hope 
these pages call forth additional questions as all of us 
celebrate these 150 years together.

Your Support Lifts UsU

From our Director of 
Communications  
Joanne Gallagher, CSJ

From the Office of Mission Advancement

I

Unifying Love Unifying Love 
fflares…!lares…!  

About our Cover 
Maryann Enright, CSJ, is pictured gardening 
at the CSJ Motherhouse with students from St. 
Joseph Preparatory High School. Sr. Maryann and 
the students collaborated to weed and compost 
on a sunny day in September. 

This story of connecting with the younger 
generation, and of working together to better the 
earth and humanity, resonates strongly with our 
150th theme: Unifying Love Flares. 

On the same note, this moment summarizes 
precisely what we strive to do and hope to 
continue into the future: uniting the dear 
neighbor and flaring forth with unifying love.

W H A T  D O E S  T H I S  M E A N ?
Carol Mack, 
Director of Mission Advancement 

& Cathy Clifford, CSJ, 
Assistant President

“It’s about responding 
with courage in 
impossible situations...”

Volunteer sisters (from left to right) Theresa Jardin, CSJ, 
Dorothy Burns, CSJ, Rosemary Michalski, CSJ, Josephine Perico, 
CSJ, Catherine Magno, CSJ and Paula Finn, CSJ crafting 
pumpkin decorations for The Gathering of Friends (page 18).
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or the past three years, the Leadership Conference of 
Women Religious (LCWR) has urged its members to 

commit to addressing the interrelatedness of racism, forced 
migration and the climate crisis. At its Assembly in August 
2022, the members agreed to continue this work over the 
next three years, using contemplative processes and social 
analysis for this work.

The COVID-19 pandemic certainly brought to the fore each 
of these issues, and their interconnectedness. Issues such as 
food insecurity, job loss, health care, and housing, for 
example, exposed the insidiousness of racism, the plight of 
migrants, and the effects of climate — in particular on the 
poor and marginalized, including our black and brown sisters 
and brothers. These experiences raised awareness of the 
underlying issues, their interrelatedness, and the ongoing 
challenge to take action to address them.

In Pope Francis’s encyclical Laudato Si’, these interconnected 
issues and their effect on the poor and marginalized are all 
addressed.  In calling us to “integral ecology,” Pope Francis 
writes: “We are faced not with two separate crises, one 
environmental and the other social, but rather with one 
complex crisis which is both social and environmental. 
Strategies for a solution demand an integrated approach to 
combating poverty, restoring dignity to the excluded, and at 
the same time protecting nature.” [LS 139]

As we continue our work toward creating a project for the 
Laudato Si’ Action Platform, our choice of actions to address 
the goals of Laudato Si’ will be guided by the interrelated 
principles of Environmental and Ecological Justice.  

Whatever the final project sets as goals and actions for this 
Laudato Si’ journey, it will draw upon our 150 years of 
meeting the needs of our “dear neighbors” in Boston and 
elsewhere, and will launch us into a future that continues our 
commitment to our mission of unifying love.

F

THE CALL TO 
INTEGRAL ECOLOGY

Betty Cawley, CSJ
Justice Promoter 

y name is Nancy Busnach. I am a real 
estate professional with many years of 

experience in facilities management and construction. 
I first met the Sisters of St. Joseph at St. Clement 
High School in the late 1950s. I graduated from 
Aquinas Junior College in 1964. It is an honor and 
great privilege for me to share my reasons for 
supporting the mission of the Sisters of St. Joseph.

Philanthropy is a way of life for me and my husband, 
Joe. Our lives have been greatly blessed. We want 
others to have the opportunities that we have had.
Along the way, I have served as a board member for 
several not-for-profit organizations. 

With each experience, I am filled with gratitude for 
God’s goodness to me and concern for those who 
struggle with any type of disadvantage, whether it be 
social or economic.

A good foundation creates impactful development. 
Do it right and make life better and easier for 
someone else now and into the future. 
Although this sentiment comes from my experience in 
real estate, it describes equally well my ongoing 
relationship with and love for the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Boston. My education at both St. Clement’s and 
Aquinas created an excellent foundation for a 
meaningful career and a desire to serve the common 
good and the wellbeing of others. 

How wonderful the sisters were to me right from the 
start! They provided an outstanding education 
intellectually, spiritually, socially and professionally.  
Their influence continues to inspire me. They always 
stressed the importance of integrity in all relationships. 
Serving as a Board Member for Aquinas College, I 
saw their values actively lived out in service to the 
students, faculty, staff, the neighboring communities 
of Newton, and beyond. The words from their 
Constitution, “the dear neighbor without distinction” 
and “ever widening circles of relationship,” have taken 
on a deeper meaning for me.  Having received so 
much from the sisters, Joe and I want to give back so 
that others may have similar opportunities. 

The sisters taught important lessons.  “Trust in God 
and you will do all things well. Be honest in your 
dealings with others.  Do your best every day.”

We owe a debt of gratitude to our retired sisters for 
their many years of dedicated service. I have watched 
in awe and respect as the Sisters and their many 
partners in mission continue to respond creatively and 
generously to emerging needs in the neighborhood. 
For these reasons I am so glad to know the Sisters of 
St. Joseph and to support them in their mission of 
unifying love.

M

Nancy 
Busnach

“The words from their 
Constitution, ‘the dear 
neighbor without 
distinction’ and ‘ever 
widening circles of 
relationship,’ have taken 
on a deeper meaning    
for me.”

Continuing our Continuing our CommCommitment to our Mission of itment to our Mission of 
Unifying Love.Unifying Love.

INTEGRAL ECOLOGY
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God’s unifying love 
is the source and impulse 
of creation. 
This energy 
flares through evolution 
and human history. 

From our founding in 1650, 
through many changes, 
many new flarings, 
Sisters of Saint Joseph 
have always moved 
toward profound love of God 
and love of neighbor 

without distinction.
We have embraced  

the mission 
of unifying love, 
uniting neighbor with neighbor 
and neighbor with God. 

Today, after 150 years, 
our sisters, associates, agrégées, 
and partners in mission 
await the next flaring 
of God’s love.

How are you animating
this next flaring 
of unifying love?

HHooww  aarree  yyoouu    
aannimimaattiningg

tthhiiss  nneexxtt    
ffllaarriningg  
uunniiffyyiningg ooff  

lloovvee??

The Sisters of St .  Joseph of Boston 

Celebrate 150 years

Reflections by Kathy McCluskey, CSJ, and 
Rosemary Brennan, CSJ
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1650s 

1700s 
1750s 

1800s

…in 17th century France

In mid-17th century France, circumstances were ripe 
for new birth in the Church.1 Around 1646, Fr. John 
Pierre Médaille, SJ, kept meeting kindred spirits who 
wanted to nurture their contemplative spirit and 
dedicate their lives in responding to the poverty 
surrounding them. They were innovators in a new 
form of religious and on October 15, 1650, Henri de 
Maupas, bishop of LePuy, France, gave his blessing 
to this Little Design, as they called it.

       ...during the first 100 years

During the first 100 years, sisters were present in 
cities, towns and rural areas. These unpretentious 
women served the neighbor in simplicity and did not 
appear important enough to enter into the annals of 
the nation or Church. They did not define themselves 
in terms of a particular apostolate or lifestyle and 
were ready to respond to any need in any place. 
They ministered in parishes, cared for orphans, 
sheltered abandoned women, opened schools, 
administered hospitals, visited jails and taught 
manual arts to women and children to help 
them become financially independent.  

Although there are no precise records, it is clear 
that from 1650 to 1789, the Congregation continued 
to grow and adapt to the needs of their “dear 
neighbors.” The mission of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
was to form community and “undertake all the 
spiritual and corporal works of mercy of which 
women are capable.” 2

The French Revolution violently disrupted the lives 
of The Sisters of St. Joseph. The Congregation 
was outlawed. The right to teach was withdrawn 
and the sisters were denounced as unpatriotic 
fanatics and enemies of the Revolution. In the 
Reign of Terror, nearly all sisters were imprisoned. 
The community was expelled from their property. 
Sisters were imprisoned on trumped up charges 
without trial and some were guillotined. Those 
who escaped the wrath of the Revolution 
returned to their families, went into hiding, or 
simply disappeared into French society.  

Several years after the revolution, Sister St. 
John Fontbonne responded to the call by 
Napoleon’s uncle, Cardinal Fesch, and in 1807 
became the superior of all the houses in the 
Lyon Diocese. While a congregation with 
centralized governance was a radical shift 
from Médaille’s Little Design, it responded 
to the needs of the time, thus perfectly 
aligned to Médaille’s inspiration.  

This is the congregation into which Jeanne Fontbonne 
entered the Sisters of St. Joseph in 1778 and at the age 
of 26, she became superior of the Monistrol community. 
While the seeds of the Revolution were germinating, the 
Sisters at Monistrol continued their mission by partnering 
with Madame Chantemule, a noble lady of the region 
who provided funds to establish a workshop. 
Here they gathered women “without 
distinction”: women who had the 
resources to work on behalf of the 
poor, mothers who needed to 
work for their children, and 
young women who were 
apparently on their own. This 
group brought together 
people who, because of 
their differences, would 
rarely come together 
as equals.  

Unifying Love Flares...

…in Mother St. John 
Fontbonne and the sisters 
before the Revolution

We cannot tell the story of our 150 years in Boston without reference to more 
than 200 years during which the Sisters of St. Joseph brought us to this 
moment in time and inspire us as we continue our mission of unifying love.  

A. View of Le Puy, France from 
   Cathédrale Notre-Dame du Puy

B. Rocher Saint-Michel d’Aiguilhe in 
   Le Puy, France

C. Representation of founding Sisters' profession of vows. Bishop 
   de Maupas officiates, Fr. Médaille reads from Maxims.

D. The ancient kitchen where the first sisters gathered

E. Streets of Le Puy

F. Representation of sisters sacrificing their lives 
at the guillotine

G. Statue of Mother St. John Fontbonne in 
Heritage Center in Lyon, France – Design by 
Mary Southard, CSJ

H. Bars on window of Augustinian School 
where Mother St. John was imprisoned 

during French Revolution

A

B

D

C

E

F

G

H

…in Mother St. John Fontbonne & 
the sisters after the Revolution
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Mother St. John founded or reorganized more than 
240 congregation houses throughout France, not 
to mention those that came to life in foreign lands. 
Instead of conceiving a plan and making it happen, 
she opened herself so that the plan of God could 
take flesh and become history in her and in 
the neighbor. 

The Countess de la Rochejaquelin, a wealthy 
woman with connections to nobility throughout 
Europe, was a benefactor of the Society of the 
Propagation of the Faith. Her enthusiasm for the 
missions inspired her dream to send Sisters of St. 
Joseph to Missouri. In a letter to Bishop Rosati, of 
St. Louis, she wrote, “… perhaps you do not know 
the Sisters of St. Joseph….The East of France is alive 
with the activity of these Sisters….the spirit of the 
Congregation of Saint Joseph is  something without 
precedent.” 3 Evidence leads to the conclusion that 
the Sisters of St. Joseph went to Missouri because 
of the tenacity of the countess.  Mother St. John 
Fontbonne accepted her proposition and, at the age 
of 77, adopted a plan that was not hers, but which 
had appeared in her path with undeniable signs of 
being the will of God.  

On January 4, 1836, sisters departed by ship for 
America, arriving in St. Louis on March 25. They 
were part of the great missionary movement of the 
19th century. The courage, fidelity, and self-emptying 
love of these women who embraced the unknown 
gave birth to our congregation in the New World. 
Requests grew rapidly for sisters to serve in schools. 
Within a few days of their arrival in each place, 
they opened schools. The third mission of the Sisters 
of St. Joseph in America was St. Joseph School for 
Negro Girls in 1845. Thus, the sisters entered into 
the heart of the most painful conflict in the history 
of the United States – the institutionalized violence 
of racism. When they confronted prejudice and 
violence, the little community discerned between the 
adaptation necessary to settle into a new culture 
and a prophetic stance that would denounce a 
system of institutionalized sin.

The numbers of sisters grew quickly in the 1840s 
and 1850s and so did their outreach in St. Louis and 
beyond. A bold move was made to expand beyond 
the St. Louis diocese by accepting the invitation to 
send sisters to Philadelphia in 1847.

Their adaptation and service-oriented activities 
enabled them to carve a niche in American society 
and public life that reduced bigotry and supported 
the growing Catholic population.4 The sisters 
in Philadelphia sent sisters to New York and, in 
1873, thirty-seven years later, the New York sisters 
responded to a call to send sisters to Boston. 

In 1873, the Sisters of St. Joseph from Brooklyn 
came to Boston at the invitation of Father Thomas 
Magennis, pastor of St. Thomas Parish in Jamaica 
Plain and Roxbury. Even before the church was 
finished, he began his search for religious who 
would start a school. He talked with Archbishop 
Williams about securing Sisters to teach the children 
of his parish. The Archbishop opened the Catholic 
Directory, ran his finger on a page saying, "Sisters 
of St. Joseph… in charge of many Parochial Schools." 

Father Magennis visited New York to see the sisters 
in action. He was so impressed by their work that he 
asked Archbishop Williams to ask the Motherhouse 
at Flushing, NY, for sisters. Arrangements were 
made for the Sisters to come as soon as possible to 
take charge of the school.  

   
   

   

 

1830s 1850s 

1870s 

…in the sisters coming to America …to the "New World" of the mid-19th century …from St. Louis to Boston… …in the Boston Foundation…

A. Votive candles — which today are at the 
    entrance of The Virgin’s Chapel on    
    Fourviere Hill where the sisters attended 
    Mass on the day of their departure 
    from Lyon to the New World

B. The Countess de la Rochejaquelin

C. A rendering of the original log cabin in 
    Carondelet, near St. Louis

D. A representation of the sisters teaching 
    in Cahokia, IL, across the river from    
    Carondelet

E. A representation of sisters being    
    greeted by Bishop Rosati upon arrival 
    in St. Louis

F. An image of black students educated 
   by some of the first sisters

U n i f y i n g  L o v e  F l a r e sU n i f y i n g  L o v e  F l a r e s

A

B

C

D F

E
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1870s                                   1880s                                           
              

           
          

         
        

      19
00s     

       
      

      
      

      
1920s 

On October 2, 1873, four sisters, with Sister Regis 
Casserly as superior, arrived in Boston. They settled 
in a “cozy” five-room house that had been moved 
from another part of the village. 

Four days after arriving, they opened a school in the 
church basement. Two hundred girls applied 
the first day.   

Near the turn of the century, the Boston Pilot 
newspaper refers to the Sisters of St. Joseph saying, 
“their rule opens them to all the good works of 
which the intelligence, strength, and zeal of women 
are capable.” 5  In 1899, the sisters began two new 
ministries. The Daly Industrial School in Dorchester 
welcomed girls who were “deprived of their parents’ 
aid.” 6 The Boston School for the Deaf educated 
children to be “conversant with all that the world 
offers those who speak and hear.” 7 Both ministries 
carried on the original spirit of the sisters – a 
mission of universal love that embraces all without 
distinction. The first quarter of this century was a 
time of national growth and expansion.  

Unifying love flared in the growth of vocations that 
corresponded to requests to initiate new elementary 
and secondary schools throughout the archdiocese. 
When Mother Domitilla opened Regis College in 
1927, her mission was to provide a quality education 
rooted in values. 

The fledgling community led by the 30-year-old 
Mother Regis seemed very well situated. In 1874 
the sisters opened a second school and were also 
involved in that favorite ministry of Father Médaille, 
a sodality, allowing them to share their spirituality 
with the laity.  

Through her years of leadership of the Boston 
Sisters of St. Joseph, Sister Regis Casserly would 
prove to be a woman with a keen grasp of what 
needed to be done and the ability to accomplish it. 

When Mother Mary Regis died in 1917, the 
community she had begun with three companions 
had grown to 400 sisters and were teaching in 
24 schools. Thus, she left the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Boston with more sisters, more missions, and 
more stability than she and Father Magennis ever 
dreamed possible in 1873 when they first met as two 
30-year-old descendants of Irish immigrants who 
hoped to serve the Church and the people 
in Boston.

She wrote, “We must espouse the quest for 
academic excellence, instill an appreciation for 
Gospel values of social justice and peace, and 
exhibit in our lives a respect for all life on earth.” 8 

Stay tuned for the next issue of our magazine as 
the rest of the story flares through the 20th into 
the 21st century and beyond!  

1 We are grateful to Mary McGlone, CSJ, for 

   permission to use and adapt excerpts throughout 

   this timeline from Comunidad par el Mundo,   

   Chapters 1-3 © 2004, (Sisters of St. Joseph of 

   Carondelet)and to the Sisters of St. Joseph of   

   Orange, CA, for the use of excerpts from, The Little 

   Design © Providence St. Joseph Health Care, 2018.

2 Jean-Pierre Médaille, SJ, The Règlements of the   
   Daughters of Saint Joseph, circa 1646
3 McGlone, Comunidad par el Mundo, 90 
4 Carol L. Coburn and Martha Smith, Spirited Lives: 
   How Nuns Shaped Catholic Culture and American   
   Life, 1836-1920, Chapter 2 Creating an American 
   Identity. © 1999 (The University of North Carolina 
   Press), 64-65 passim 
5 The Pilot, on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of the 
   Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston, October 1, 1898. 
6 A Sister of St. Joseph, Boston [unnamed], Just 
   Passing Through: 1973-1843, © 1943, 80. 
7 Rev. Thomas Magennis, Annual Report of the Boston 
   School for the Deaf, 1909 (Randolph, MA: Archives,    
   Boston School for the Deaf, 1909). 
8 Anna Mary Kelley, CSJ, and Joan M. McCarthy, CSJ, 
   At the Dawn of a New Age, chapter 3 (Sisters of St.    
   Joseph of Boston, A forum envisioning the future of 
   the past, May 17, 1998), 12.

…in Mother Regis Casserly and the sisters who met the challenges of developing 
the Catholic school system in America…

…in the first part of the 
20th century… 

A. The original “cozy” Boston home of the sisters.
B. Students from St. Thomas’ School, Jamaica Plain
C. A young student at the Daly School 
D. Mother Regis Casserly
E. A plaque marking Boston School For the Deaf
F. Sisters who volunteered during 1918 influenza epidemic

G. Excerpt from a newspaper article giving tribute to the 
   sisters’ selfless service during the epidemic
H. Early graduating class at Mount St. Joseph Academy
I. An image that testifies to the academic excellence of    
   the sisters’ training 

A

B

C

D

E

I

F

G

H
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Pat Andrews, CSJ, & Lara Guerra Maureen Gemma

Porchfest at Casserly House

…at St. Joseph’s Prep & 
The Literacy Connection 

uring my senior year at St. Joseph’s Prep, I spent 
time at The Literacy Connection with Pat 

Andrews, CSJ. 

Both at The Literacy Connection and during my 
four years at the prep, I learned so much about how 
“unifying love flares.” I did many things with Sister Pat. 
Even small tasks made a difference, like cleaning up 
cribs and car seats for neighbors in need of essential 
equipment for their children. 

At other moments, I participated in neighborhood 
events where I learned more about the people of the 
Allston/Brighton area. One event was the Legislators’ 
Breakfast where Irani, a young immigrant from Brazil, 
spoke about coming to this country, not knowing the 
language, and getting to a point where she started 
her own business. I’m Brazilian, my parents are 
immigrants, so it was emotional to hear her, feel the 
love, and see the impact that The Literacy Connection 
and other groups gathered at this breakfast have on 
people’s lives. 

The prep provided me a great education, introduced 
me to the CSJs, and inspired me to do my own “flare” 
of unifying love as I head to UMass Amherst for my 
first year of college. 

- Lara Guerra, SJP ‘22/The Literacy Connection Intern, 
  Summer ‘22

…at Casserly House
t is amazing for me to have been a part of 
Casserly House since it began. Several family 

members have come here for English classes and 
after-school help.  Casserly House is about hope. It’s 
like family. It’s always been a place where “unifying 
love flares.” Sister Nancy, who was here in the 
beginning and now the staff, are always giving us 
a push and encouraging us to do and be more. My 
sister first came to Casserly House for English classes. 
My cousin now has a good job with benefits because 
he came here. My son received homework help 
from volunteers. 

Last winter I participated in a neighborhood group 
who came together to talk about Casserly House. 
We reflected on all the love and encouragement 

we’ve found at Casserly House and imagined where 
the future will bring us. I’m so honored to now be a 
member of Casserly’s Advisory Board. We want to 
continue that love, hope, and support as we respond 
to current neighborhood needs. It’s a chance to 
spread unifying love that flares to others. 

The neighborhood is changing. We need to change 
with it. 

- Esperanza Sosa – Casserly House Advisory Board and 
  Roslindale neighbor.

…at Bethany Hill 
ometimes in my life unifying love actually flares. 
Many times in the last few years seeing injustice 

led to a fire in my belly, in my heart. Watching a 
resident being overlooked at a social service agency, 
seeing trees cut down all around me, knowing there is 
war and devastation near and far. 

A small, calm voice in my mind says, "Courtney, there 
is nothing you can do. Let it go." And then the love 
flares and I talk, I push, I do. 

- Courtney McSparron – Former employee of Bethany     
  Hill Place 

…at Fontbonne, the Early 
College of Boston and St. 
Agatha’s Parish

y service on the Fontbonne Board allowed 
me to witness the charism of the Sisters of St. 

Joseph as lived by Fontbonne’s dedicated staff and 
students. Through the sisters, I also learned of an 
opportunity to help resettle refugee families. 

As a member of St. Agatha’s Parish Outreach 
Committee, we recently assisted with the resettlement 
of two families in collaboration with other Milton 
faith communities, building new relationships and 
working together to care for the dear neighbor. 
As I reflect on all the connections that have made 
these resettlements possible, I realize it is definitely 
an experience of how unifying love flares in many 
directions.

– Maureen Gemma, Fontbonne: The Early College of 
   Boston, ’78, P’13, ’15, former Board Chair

Voices From Our Partners in Miss ion

Unify ing l o v e Uni fy ing l o v e 
flaresflares      
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We wondered whether the theme for our 150 
years in Boston was something with which others 
could relate. So, we randomly invited a few of 
our partners in mission to speak about how they 
experience unifying love flaring in themselves,  
   others, and in sisters, associates, and agrégées.  
  Their reflections flowed easily from their lips 
and from their hearts. Gathering these reflections 
was a graced moment!

D

S

M
I

Courtney McSparron  Donna Stiglmeier & Esperanza Sosa
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 1 Adapted from event introduction by Mary Dacey, SSJ, Event Facilitator

e gathered at our CSSJ Federation Event 
2022 realizing that our meeting stretched 

far beyond the boundaries of the Hyatt Hotel at 
the Arch in St. Louis.  Not only were 450 present 
in the ballroom but another 650 were watching via 
livestream from around the world.  

We asked ourselves, “What does it look like to 
belong to a diverse, compassionate, and engaged 
community in the spirit of unifying love?” Members of 
our “charism family” — sisters, associates, agrégées, 
St. Joseph workers, partners in mission — spent time 
coming together to break open the idea of community, 
discover what is emerging, and shaped a path to 
radically transforming who we are together. 1

A few of our sisters, associates, agrégées and partners 
in mission who participated in Event 2022 were 
asked to reflect on what CSSJ Federation Event 2022 
awakened in them in terms of a vision for our future. 

Hopeful, excited, challenged were just a few of 
my feelings as I participated virtually in the Federation 
Event.  Embracing diversity in all its aspects, I will 
choose radical unioning love in all the communities of 
which I am a part.

- Jean Plausky, CSJ 

The Federation Event was an awakening experience 
for me. I’m being invited to move out of that place 
of comfort to challenge myself to do NEW things to 
serve the dear neighbor without distinction.

- Joanne Mauldin, CSJ Agrégée

Given the CSSJ demographics, the event awakened 
an urgency in developing deeper relationships with 
my cohort in the US and Canada. After the event, my 
cohort (under 65ish) met online and began to imagine 
ways to continue this deepening: developing an online 
community, continuing online monthly state of the 
heart groups, meeting in person every other year and 
establishing a committee to dream of other ways 
of unity.

- Jeanmarie Gribaudo, CSJ

My participation in Event 2022 awakened life stories
and daily experiences with adversity. By practicing 
deep empathy and kindness in all our interactions we 
can embrace our diversity, overcoming differences, and 
working together to solve the complex problems our 
country faces. 

- Karen Yee, Mission Advancement

The 2022 Federation Event reawakened for me the
the call to Unifying Love that is rooted in the hope 
of Christ.  It is  a call to listen as Jesus did to the 
poor, the suffering, the disadvantaged, those who are 
marginalized and excluded. The hope for the future is 
living the present moment in love as we embrace our 
own pain of letting go. - Anne D’Arcy, CSJ 

What is yet to come? This is the question of the day 
as I think about my trip to the Federation. I was 
so fortunate to have the means to be there. The 
congregation’s financial support and the scholarship 
from the Federation made it possible for me to 
experience this journey. This only happened because 
of the Sisters of Saint Joseph’s foresight to embrace 
and pave the way for others. I envision that the 
planted seeds of the charism of the Boston Sisters of 
Saint Joseph will flourish many years to come.   

Also from the Constitution: “The women who are our 
past have bequeathed to us a strong heritage: the 
courage to respond in the most difficult situations, 
the humility to let God be with people through us, 
the fidelity to God and to one another from which we 
derive our strength.” - Catherine E. Sabatini, CSJA

I have always enjoyed the song by Kathy Sherman 
“We are One,” but never more so than at the event 
when 400 of us were gathered in the ballroom singing 
that mantra “We are all one” so strong and loud. It did 
not matter where you came from, what your ministry 
is, or how long you have been connected to the Sisters 
of St. Joseph, there was that sense of belonging to 
something larger than oneself. We reconnected with 
old friends, heard stories to make new relationships, 
and we returned home to tell our stories. The future 
is in our relationships with one another across the 
Federation and beyond because, in the end “We are 
all one.”

- Pat Quinn, CSJ

There was much more to take away from the 
event about Our Radically Transforming Community. 
Something I feel God is calling us to bring to our 
world is God’s ever-evolving Creation. The Family of St. 
Joseph is being called to be “Bearers of Joy.” God’s Joy 
was evident at the Event’s closing, when the hotel staff 
paraded before us, we twirled white linen napkins, and 
blessed them to show our gratitude for their labor.

- Kathy Teahan, CSJA 

Some of the in-person Boston participants 
pose for a group picture.

Sisters Mary Anne Doyle, Joan McCarthy, Judith Costello, 
Barbara Loud, Pat Andrews, and Charlene Favreau during an 
evening social.

A view of the 450 in-person participants in the hotel ballroom...

Radically 
Transforming 
Community
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Gathering 
Friends 

t was a day of reconnecting, 
renewing friendships, picking up 

threads of the past and gathering with 
gratitude. Approximately 135 sisters 
and former sisters (our friends from 
many years ago), gathered for prayer, 
lunch and the sharing of memories and 
stories. The Prayerful Interpretation of 
Simple Gifts by Yo Yo Ma and Alison 
Krauss was accompanied by the medium 
of dance and was most beautiful and 
moving. Our remembrance of those who 
have died since last we came together 
(2019), was in the form of slides and 
song, a bit of which is cited here.

I

Standing on the Shoulders 
by Joyce Johnson Rouse

I am standing on the shoulders of the ones who came before me 
I am stronger for their courage, I am wiser for their words 
I am lifted by their longing for a fair and brighter future 
I am grateful for their vision, for their toiling on this Earth.

© 1995 Rouse House Music, 
ASACP. Used with permission. 

All rights reserved. 

There’s a thread you follow. It goes among
things that change. But it doesn’t change.
People wonder about what you are pursuing.
You have to explain about the thread.
But it is hard for others to see.
While you hold it you can’t get lost.
Tragedies happen; people get hurt
or die; and you suffer and get old.
Nothing you do can stop time’s unfolding.
You don’t ever let go of the thread.

    Used by permission of 
          Graywolf Press.

A

OF

A whole box 
of memories 
opened & 
shared...

Threads of 
Friendship

Threads of 
Gratitude

The Way It Is
by William Stafford

Cathy Clifford, CSJ
Assistant President 
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Fall / Winter 2022  |  VOL. 8  |  NO. 1  |  the MORE…



Tribute Cards
Many of our friends choose to 
celebrate the lives of loved ones 
with one of our tribute cards. 
Cards are available “In Memory 
of” to remember the deceased and 
for other occasions to honor the 
living. The Sisters of St. Joseph 
remember in their prayers both the 
recipient and the donor. All 
donations are acknowledged. 

Displayed here is a selection of 
card designs available. A full list of 
cards is available on our website, 
www.csjboston.org 

To order please indicate how 
many of each card you wish on 
the line by the card’s title 
___  Madonna and Child
___  Resurrection
___  Morning Rose
___  God
___  St. Joseph
___  Rose by the Ocean
___  Happy Birthday Cypress
___  Celebrate Life
___  Tulips
___  St. Joseph of Cohasset
___  St. Joseph with Pansies
___  Carmel Lilies 
___  Ships in the Harbor
___  Spring 
___  Swan Boats
___ Get Well Iris
___ Get Well Wildflowers
___ Congratulations
___ Remembered in Prayer
___  Thank You
___ Please choose for me!
___ Thinking of You

___NEW! Bethlehem Christmas

Cards may be ordered by visiting 
our website www.csjboston.org or 
by sending this form to:
Carol Mack 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston 
637 Cambridge St., Brighton, MA 
02135

Or email her at: 
carol.mack@csjboston.org

Name _______________________

Address______________________

____________________________

City ________________________

State_____ Zip code ___________

Thank you! In a tough year with the pandemic 
seeming to never end, inflation, war in Ukraine, and 
more, YOU thought of us! 

Through your generosity we 
raised $2,700,018!
This generosity allows us to continue our ministry and 
address our ordinary day-to-day needs. I realize that 
you have many worthy organizations that ask for your 
support and am grateful every day that you choose to 
support our sisters.

Your gifts allow our retired sisters to continue to 
minister as volunteers and the congregational 
ministries the sisters created and support, to continue 
to flourish.

This quote appeared in a sermon by French 
theologian Hyacinthe Loyson, delivered in Paris in 
1866. The sentiment expressed is as relevant today as 
it was then. How thoughtful and generous the heart 
that can think of the welfare of those who will come 
after. Creating an Estate Plan can help one provide 
for final expenses, and for loved ones, and may also 
diminish estate taxes. It can also allow a person to 
continue support of The Congregation of the Sisters 
of St. Joseph of Boston and other causes that have 
been important to them during their lifetime. An 
estate gift can make a difference in the lives of those 
you leave behind. 

H ow  Yo u r  G i f t s  Suppor t 
Our  S i s t e r s
They help…
Retired Sisters to keep serving as volunteers, help pay for the cost 
of healthcare, and help maintain adequate and dignified housing. 

Congregational Ministries…
The Literacy Connection — to respond to low-income adult 
immigrants and refugees seeking help with English language skills 
and citizenship preparation.

The Women’s Table — to serve women from all walks of life by 
means of educational programs, social support, supportive circles, 
advocacy and outreach support.

Casserly House — to provide learning experiences and caring 
support services to the multicultural and underserved people of 
Roslindale.

St. Joseph Spiritual Ministries — to reach out to people of all faith 
traditions and cultures who seek a deeper relationship with God, self, 
and all creation through diverse spiritual opportunities.

Order our new Christmas card to 
celebrate our 150th year!
To celebrate this year we have added a 
new Christmas card to our tribute cards: 
“Bethlehem Christmas.” It was created 
by Sister Antonine Egan (1911-1983), a 
beloved educator at Cathedral High, Mt. 
St. Joseph Academy, Fontbonne Academy, 
Regis College and Assumption College, 
who inspired countless students both as an 
art instructor and as the Art Supervisor for 
the Boston Archdiocese.

This is just one of the many beautiful cards she created for the 
congregation (it’s last on the list to the right).

Carol Mack
Director of Mission Advancement 

July 1, 2021 — June 30, 2022Giving ReportGiving Report

GiftsGifts  
ReceivedReceived  
$2,700,018$2,700,018

GiftsGifts  
DistributedDistributed  
$2,700,018$2,700,018

“Blessed are those who plant trees under “Blessed are those who plant trees under 
whose shade they will never sit.”whose shade they will never sit.”

As you can see, most of our gifts come 
from the individual gifts of our Donors 
and Benefactors. 
The category encompasses gifts received from our 
semiannual appeals, envelopes in the MORE..., card 
program donations, as well as the National and 
Diocesan Collections for Retired Sisters. “Bequests” 
represents the final loving gifts received from wills and 
other planned gifts. “Events” represents gifts received 
from our events. “Grants” represents gifts to specific 
Congregational Ministries for specific purposes.

Elderly/Infirm funds help with healthcare and 
equipment needed for our elderly sisters. General 
Operating helps cover lights, heat, personnel, and 
supplies. Special Appeals funds cover special projects 
and requests for the benefit of the Sisters and are 
generally onetime expenses. These needs change from 
year to year. 

Congregational Ministries funds support the ongoing 
congregational ministries, which are comprised of: 
The Literacy Connection, The Women’s Table, 
Casserly House and St. Joseph Spiritual Ministries.

April 24, 2023
Living the Dream 2023
Celebrating 150 years of service 
to Greater Boston. Visit our website in        
January for more information.

Save the Date! Save the Date! 

& 
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Stay updated on all 
upcoming events!

Sisters of Saint Joseph of Boston
637 Cambridge Street
Brighton, MA 02135

If you do not wish to receive future mailings of the MORE…, please return your 
address label to us, and we will remove your name from all of our mailings.

Follow us on social media!

Visit our website!
www.csjboston.org

the MORE Update!

Read & subscribe to our 
monthly newsletter,

Celebrating 150 years Celebrating 150 years 

Update

January
Sesquicentennial anniversary 

year of celebration begins 

March 18
 St. Joseph’s Day Celebration 
look for prayer request cards from 

our Office of Mission Advancement

Apri l  24 
Ninth Annual 

Living the Dream Dinner  
details coming on our website

June 11
 Donor Appreciation Liturgy 

details to follow

October 1
Concluding Liturgy 

& Celebration   
details coming 

http://www.csjboston.org
https://www.csjboston.org/news-events/the-more-updates/
https://www.facebook.com/csjboston
https://www.instagram.com/csjboston/
https://www.youtube.com/user/csjboston/videos
https://twitter.com/csjboston
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sisters-of-st-joseph-of-boston/
https://www.csjboston.org/news-events/the-more/
http://csjboston.org

