
n the first Saturday of each month, 
a community of crafters gathers in the 

Motherhouse Penthouse. They are a blend of 
lacemakers, and knitters, with the occasional 
crocheter. This coming together is reminiscent of 
our founding sisters in Le Puy who also gathered in 
a kitchen, likely working their lace making as they 
shared the stories of their day. 

There is a certain joy and peace in forming a 
community where you can be creative, enjoy some 
conversation, assist each other with mistakes and 
glitches, have an occasional contemplative moment, 
and leave knowing you are artfully creating a piece 
of beauty. 

Recently, I read a quote from an unnamed intensive 
care nurse who said, “I knit to create beauty in, and 
for, a world where pain and suffering is present.” 
This gesture of seeking to create and add beauty 

in a world filled with pain and suffering may 
seem simplistic. However, I believe it is a purposeful 
response to God’s invitation for each of us to be co-
creators of beauty and blessing in our world — in 
whatever form we can.  

Amanda Gorman creates beauty and blessing 
through poetry: 

When the day comes, we step out of the shade,
Aflame and unafraid.

The new dawn blooms as we free it,
For there is always light,

If only we’re brave enough to see it,
If only we’re brave enough to be it.*

May we too be brave enough to see, create beauty, 
and be God’s loving presence in our world; coming 
together in communities to share our stories. 
*The concluding verse from The Hill We Climb, An Inaugural Poem for 
the Country by Amanda Gorman.

Creating Beauty
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Rosemary Brennan, CSJ

Sisters, associates, and agrégées gather together to craft. Jean Plausky, CSJ, works on an intricate lace creation.

https://www.csjboston.org/news-events/the-more-updates/
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“With Laughter, Boundless Enthusiasm, and 
Unflinching Determination . . . ”

s associates, agrégées, sisters and guests 
gathered on Saturday, October 22, we were 

honored to welcome our acclaimed speaker, Julia 
Fox Garrison, best-selling author of Don’t Leave Me 
This Way (Or When I Get Back on My Feet You’ll 
Be Sorry).
In her compelling presentation, The Power Within: 
Overcoming Adversity with Attitudes, Choice and 
Purpose, Julia shared her story of personal trauma 
— her journey “. . .to regain control over her life and 
body following a massive paralyzing stroke,” and 
her message: “Humor, positive attitude, and inner 
strength will help you prevail.” 1

Aware that we all experience challenge and 
uncertainty in our own lives, we paused for quiet 
reflection: Who or what helps me during tough 
times? On whom do I lean? How do I reach out? 
When do I experience inner strength and resilience?

Julia’s deeply-rooted faith, hope-filled optimism, 
courage, and humor captivated and inspired us. 

With gratitude and appreciation we came away 
holding her powerful words:

“Tap into inner strength. Make positive choices. 
Find purpose. . . . Face each of life’s challenges with 
laughter, boundless enthusiasm, and unflinching 
determination. With these three elements we can 
overcome the trials that come with the toughest 
situations.” 2 
1,2 Julia Fox Garrison

Kathie Shute, CSJA
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Thanksgiving BlessingThanksgiving Blessing
God of inclusive Love, 
We thank you for blessings of earth, air, fire, and water 
that nurture us in endless ways. 

We thank you for native peoples who welcomed 
the immigrant pilgrims
and shared their wisdom and knowledge
so that the first Thanksgiving harvest was possible.

Encircle us as we pray for neighbors and strangers, 
for loved ones near and far, for those around our table
and for those with whom we are unable to gather. 

God of relationships, 
continue to journey with us today 
and through all the seasons of life.

Amen.
Prayer written by Joanne Gallagher, CSJ
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ridges and walls! Our week-long experience 
in El Paso was about building bridges and 

breaking down walls. The days were filled with 
hearing from and walking with scholars, missionaries 
and immigrants. Important time was spent at the 
wall/border, sharing with Border Patrol, learning/
knowing/seeing confiscated ladders that had been 
used to mount the walls. We traveled to Juarez, 
Mexico, over the bridge that separates persons 
and dreams. For us, returning to El Paso was going 
home to the US. Many desperate immigrants were 
walking back to Mexico, accompanied by police 
and surrounded by barbed wire. We saw groups of 
families and young men, all with saddened faces, 
heavy steps, and few belongings. The same bridge 
that welcomed us home also sent the vulnerable 
walkers back to broken realities.

These days helped us to experience a deeper 
understanding of the complex migration reality of 
the border community.

Border Immersion Experience

B
Nancy Braceland, CSJ

A close-up of razor wire on the wall... Nancy Braceland, CSJ, high fives a child at the Santo Niño Clinic.

Nancy Braceland, CSJ, and Ann Kaufmann, CSJ, 
talk with a border patrol officer.

Signage delineating the American-Mexican Border...



Have something to share? Contact our editor at: 
Communications.office@csjboston.org

Join the CSJ community as we celebrate 
National Vocation Awareness Week! Learn 
about our sisters and read their stories in a 
series of posts sharing their thoughts and 
feelings on living their life as a sister of 
St. Joseph!   

Check out the video teaser here .

Stay tuned for online updates between 
November 6-12!  

Not on social media? No worries! Click here 
to view these posts. 

Scan or click here 
for more info

Have something to share? 
The Communications Office is always looking for new voices and different perspectives! 
You can contact our editor at: Communications.office@csjboston.org

Fiat Prayer 
When: Wed., Nov. 16, at 7pm
Location: Online via Zoom 
Contact Sister Marian Batho to join the list 
of attendees. 

Taizé Prayer is Back!
Join the Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston 
once a month at 7pm for Taizé Prayer
Next Upcoming Date: Nov. 17
Location: The Motherhouse
Click here to learn more.

Saint Joseph Spiritual Ministries presents…
An Afternoon of Prayer 
When: Sun., Dec. 4, 2022,
Location: The Motherhouse
Click here to learn more. 

In Memoriam

Sister Rita Virginia McCarthy, CSJ 
(Sr. Mary Magdala) 
Date of Birth: February 21, 1923
Date of Death: November 7, 2022

Sister Geraldine Regina Shea, CSJ
(Sr. Ferdinand) 
Date of Birth: November 8, 1926
Date of Death: November 11, 2022

Reflections can be viewed at: 
csjboston.org > news-events > in-memoriam

Dates to 
Remember

National Vocation 
Awareness Week

We remember her in the rustling of the leaves
and in the beauty of autumn.
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