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Lift Our Kids: An Act Designed to Bring Boston's
Younges{ Out Of Pover{Y | Betty Cawley, CS), & Pat Andrews, CS)

Over one hundred attendees, including
’rwen’ry-five |egis|o’rors, go’rhered ’roge‘rher
on Thursday, January 26th, at the State House to
support the Lift Our Kids Coalition Launch. Sisters
Carlotta Gilarde, CSJ, Pat Andrews, CSJ, Nancy
Braceland, CSJ, and Maryann Enright, CSJ, were in

attendance with others who have been involved with
this coalition for a number of years.

Senator Sal DiDomenico and Representative Marjorie
Decker, the two CO-SpONsors of the bills, were present
to meet with others within this broad community,
celebrate the previous achievements of the act, and
campaign for its continuation.

During the event, a testimonial speaker — a mother
— shared her experience as someone under the
poverty line who has benefited from this act but
still s’rrugg|es tfo support her children. Her speech
demonstrated firsthand how this work has chcmged
lives — but needs to continue to improve and lift
those in need beyond the deep poverty ‘rhey are
Currenﬂy experiencing.

The goal of the Lift Our Kids campaign is to
continue to increase the cash assistance grants until
’rhey bring recipients to 50% of the federal poverty
level. Although the grants have been raised 10%
each of the last three years, there is still a |ong way
to go to reach the goal. This year's bill asks for a
25% increase each year until the goo| is reached,
with allowance for inflation.

in Partnership with the Communications Team

LIFT our KIDS
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Left to right: Nancy Braceland, CSJ, Pat Andrews, CS),
Carlotta Gilarde, CS), Maryann Enright, CS), & Kevin Dolan
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Tl’le Inaugural Celebra’tion:
Bringing Compo.ssion & Uni’cy
Pat Andrews, CS], in Par’tnership with the

Communications Team

T he Inaugural Celebration of the 193rd Biennium
of the General Court, held on January 4th at the
Massachusetts Statehouse, brough’r cultures ’roge’rher,
re|igions ’rogefher, and communities ’rogefher in one
ceremony. Kevin Honan, the Dean of the House of
Representatives, invited Pat Andrews, CSJ, to lead
the opening prayer.

Sister Pat was p|eosed to be a representative of the
Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston and a neighbor in
the Allston-Brighton neighborhood. The opening of
her prayer focused on the turmoil of the Covid-19
pondemic. Other Thoughfs followed that centered
around unders‘rdnding the cho”enges at the heart
of public life and pursuit of common good. Sister

Pat shared, "We are a country pledged to pursue
'|iber’ry and justice for o||,/ but we are often too
divided across lines of race, efhnicify, and economic
inequality.”

She went on to ask our |oving God to focus on a
world as God's love would have it, “A world where
peace is built with justice, and justice is guided
by love.” Afterward, Pat Andrews, CSJ, and other
religious representatives gathered with Kevin Honan
for a pho’ro to commemorate the event.
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Left to right:
Kevin Honan, Pat
Andrews, CSJ,

& Rabbi Chaim

A Bundle of Joy

5 ylvia from the Dominican Republic began

English classes at Casserly House in October,
only months after arriving in the US.

Her consistent attendance promotes her progress in
both the English language and her relationships with
other adult learners. Her pregnancy has provided
excitement among the adult learners, volunteer
instructors, and staff alikel Happily, on December
27th, Sylvia gave birth to her daughter, Selma.
After the new year, we invited each adult learner
to write a note of congratulations - in English. The
|eorning and re|o’rionships continue!l On January
27th, immediately after Selma’s first month doctor’s
appointment, Mom and baby visited Sylvia's class
at Casserly House! Such Joy! We gave her the card
with individual notes and a gif’r of a boby blanket,
pink knitted hat and wrap, and gift card. Sylvia read
’rhrough each note o’rfen’rive|y... re0||y opprecioTed
the gif’rs... while Selma became very hungry (though,
was coaxed back into contentment with swinging!).

Selma is growing and very wide eyed. Mom is not
getting much sleep, yet, she looked radiant! Joy - in
re|oﬂonships and in |eorningl An exomp|e of God's
unifying love in our midst.

| Donna Stiglmeier, Director of Casserly House

Above: Sylvia and
her ESOL instructor,
Sarah, with her
bundle of joy!

Below: Sylvia and her
ESOL classmates
pose for a photo with
little baby Selma.




Treasuring Our Past, Envisioning Our Future

Carolyn Mahoney, CSJA

T

presenters taught us about our CSJ Archives and
our Chapters. The title of our meeting, Treasuring

he January CSJ Associate gathering was
both inferesting and informative. Our two

our Past, Envisioning our Future, was a perfect title!

Katie McNally, former archivist, made the past
come alive from the photos she used to accompany
her commentary. It felt to me that the sisters from
my past were speaking to me. | had an aunt, Sister
Elizabeth William, who was a Sister of St. Joseph
of Boston, and | could envision her swishing down
the hallway in her habit, getting ready to give me
a piano lesson which, by the way, | never perfec’red.

The second part of our go’rhering dealt with Chop’rer.
Since | have never attended Chapter, | have asked
myself what a Chapter meeting is. | soon learned. As
Peggy Sullivan, CSJ, explained, Chapter is composed
of two sections: the decision-making portion, and
the visionary portion; if looks towards the future of
the Congregation.

Associates who have attended these meetings in
the past have said ’rhey sometimes can get Feis’ry.
However, all are respechcu| towards one ono’rher,
and all are dignified. One associate commented that
our po|i‘ricicms in DC could learn a lesson or two from
our sisters!

My thoughts after our January Associate Gathering
were of a brighf future with a community of caring
and committed colleagues.

Photos from the archival
presentation..



Owur Living the Dream Honoree:

Joe Nolan's CS] Boston Ties

J oe Nolan has been a member of the Living the

Dream Dinner Committee from the start, and it
is no surprise that he has been chosen as the 2023
Living the Dream honoree - but not everyone knows
the intricacies of the connection he shares with the
Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston.

Gail Donahue, CSJ, shared her thoughts and
memories of Joe one chilly afternocon in January
in her cozy apartment at the Motherhouse. As she
exp|oineo| how the sisters became acquaintances of
Joe, it became even more apparent as fo Why he
makes such an excellent honoree for this upcoming
Living the Dream Dinner.

"He's a gentle man, but he has a loud voice,” Sister
Gail said, as she sough’r fo paint the broad strokes
of Joe Nolan’s character. Thoughtful. Energetic.
Concerned about people.

Sister Gail has known Joe Nolan for over twenty
years. She first crossed paths with him at 800 am
daily Mass at Boston College, back in 2000. She
didn't realize it then, but later on, he would |o|oy an
instrumental part in the future of several Catholic
schools in Boston.

Click here to read the full article on csjboston.org!

Gail Donahue, CS],
in Parfnership with the

Communications Team
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Join us April 24th, 2023 for the Annual
Living the Dream Dinner!

E-_E-:q"-::i'El Registration is open!
';Jl::u'ﬁﬂ Scan the QR code

v "'l;-?’l' ; or click HERE to register at:
Et’:‘m‘! event.gives/csj150
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Taizé Prayer
Join the Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston

once a month at 7pm for Taizé Prayer

Upcoming Dates: Feb. 15 & Apr. 20
Location: The Motherhouse

Click here to learn more.

Scan or click here for more info

Saint Joseph Spiritual Ministries presents...

A Lenten Prayer

When: Sun., March 5, 2023

Location: CS) Chapel, Brighton, & Live-stream

Click here to learn more.

Palm Sunday & Triduum: April 2-9 2023

Sisters of St. Joseph
of Boston

\\@ 150 Years

1873-2023 bl Seai
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Catholic Schools Week is over,

but we're still celebra’cing!

Click here to watch the video series >

..or visit our youtube channel online!

Have something to share? Contact our editor at:
Communications.office@csjboston.org
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