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uring our St. Joseph Day liturgy, immediately 

following a powerful video reflecting on 

their 150 years in Boston, Jean McKinney, CSJ, 

pronounced her perpetual profession of vows as a 

Sister of St. Joseph of Boston.

Marian Batho, CSJ, said, “Jean, there is a beautiful 

phrase in the video that describes your presence 

among us: ‘Enormous energy for the mission.’ We 

have witnessed your living the mission with great love 

and compassion as a volunteer at Bethany, in your 

years as an associate, and now in your readiness and 

desire for final profession as a Sister of St. Joseph.”

Then, Jean freely vowed to God chastity, poverty, 

and obedience forever in the Congregation of the 

Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston, according to its 

constitution, spirit, and mission.

Love Flares Forth as Jean McKinney Professes Final Vows
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CSJs Are Recognized by 
the State of Massachusetts 
for 150 Years in Boston 

his past March 15th, several sisters and 
associates, went to the State House to  receive 

recognition for CSJ’s 150th Anniversary. 

The certificate reads:

“Be it Resolved that the Boston City Council extends 
its best wishes for continued success; that this 
Resolution be duly signed by the President of the 
City Council and attested to and a copy thereof 
transmitted by the Clerk of the City of Boston.”
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https://www.csjboston.org/news-events/the-more-updates/
https://www.csjboston.org/news-events/the-more-updates/
https://thebostonpilot.com/article.php?ID=194533


t. Joseph Spiritual Ministries collaborated with 
Bethany’s Pastoral Staff  to host a Lenten 

Afternoon of Prayer for the residents of Bethany 
Health Care Center on Tuesday, March 7, 2023. 
Carol Fitzsimmons, CSJ, was our guide reflecting on 
the Paschal Mystery and its centrality in the life of 
each one of the large crowd gathered together in 
the activities room.
 
Sister Carol began by reminding us that the word 
Lent means Spring and Spring is coming in the 
lengthening of days, and new life is coming. The 
world and all of us desperately need that new life.
She reminded us that Lent is a Baptismal journey.
Romans tells us that “we are plunged into the dying 
and rising of Jesus.” 

We are joined, each one of us, to the Paschal 
Mystery by our Baptism. Each one of us  holds a 
piece of the truth of that mystery.
 
Carol posed the question: “What are you hoping 
the end of your Lent will be like?” Lent is a journey 

into more and more freedom. Rather than giving 
something up how do I hope to change, grow into 
more and more freedom?
 
Perhaps, each of us might like to ponder the questions 
Carol posed to all gathered: 

“How is your heart? Is it a place where you are 
feeling some thirst... a place where you are having 
some doubts...a place of gratitude... a place of joy... 
a place of discernment... might it be a place of some 
sadness... a place of darkness or a place of light? 

How is your heart this Lent?”
 
“Lent”, she shared, “is a time 
when the whole Church is on 
retreat. We do not make the 
journey alone and that is a 
great comfort to me.” 

What a gift and consolation it 
was to be accompanying one 
another for this Lenten journey.

The Paschal Mystery

S
Joanne Fantini, CSJ Agrégée 

Director of SJSM

n the fall of 2022, Mary Catherine MacGillivray, 
CSJA, extended an invitation to participate in 

a study group to examine the realities of systemic 
racism. Using “The Racial Healing Handbook” as 
a guide, sisters, associates and agrégées gathered 
for ten sessions in order to raise our awareness of 
the racist messages of our society, to recognize and 
acknowledge biases, and to move toward racial 
healing.

Mary Catherine offered a wealth of experiences 
for us — times of quiet reflection and communal 
prayer; opportunities for sharing; inspirational 
music and videos; a wide variety of supplementary 
materials, as well as the challenging and thought-
provoking handbook. Topics we explored together 
have enhanced insights and understanding of racial 
justice, and have deepened an awareness of our 
responsibility to work for racial healing. 

As our study group draws to a close, we express 
gratitude to Mary Catherine for sharing her 
expertise, creative energy and deep commitment to 
racial justice.

“In the Very Waters We Navigate Each Day . . .”
Kathie Shute, CSJA

I



ara Bouvier, one of the awardees this year 
for our upcoming fundraiser, “A Place at 

The Women’s Table,” is a woman with many roles 
and areas of expertise. She embodies a spirit 
of connection, which is evident in her daily life. 
Sara’s award, the “Ever-widening Circles of Love 
& Compassion Award” recognizes connections she 
makes in her home life, work environment and in 
the community. With a Master’s Degree in Special 
Education and a Bachelor’s Degree in English, Sara 
directs the ACES program at Brighton High School, 
which stands for Alternative Competency-Based 
Education for Scholars. 

This program works “to re-engage incoming and 
returning ninth graders who have fallen off-track so 
they can see the connection between what they are 
learning in school and the community around them.” 

Spotl ight on Sara Bouvier
Awardee for “A Place at The Women’s Table” Fundraiser
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Mary Rita Weschler, CSJA

Director of The Women’s Table

Left to right: Mary Rita 
Weschler with Sarah Bouvier

hat loving actions are done with our 
hands? Hands are extended to offer warm 

greetings and a supportive pat on the back.  Hands 
offer celebratory high fives. Hands are held to signal 
support and solidarity. 

The adult learners, staff and volunteer instructors at 
Casserly House used their hands to create a banner 
to celebrate the 150th year anniversary of the 
Sisters of Saint Joseph in Boston. Donna Stiglmeier, 
Director, provided a brief history of the Sisters and 
Casserly House. Cris Nelson, an ESOL instructor 
and artist, explained to the students the process 
to create this banner. Renee DeKona, an ESOL 
instructor and photographer, offered visual support 
for language using text, pictures, and demonstration. 
Some adult learners enjoyed this activity so much 
they made extra handprints to bring home. A 
beautiful banner was created with colorful hands 
that represent each person’s gift of love. Together, 
this love expands, so that the presence of Casserly 
House continues to radiate unifying love outward to 
the wider community.

Unifying Love at Casserly House

W
Mary Beth O’Sullivan, Ignatian Volunteer

Left: Marie Michelle

Top right photo, left to 

right: Donna Stiglmeier  

with Francia

There’s MORE! 
Click HERE to read 
the full article or 
visit csjboston.org!

https://www.csjboston.org/4-1-2023-spotlight-on-sara-bouvier/


President: Mary L. Murphy, CSJ | Assistant President: Marian Batho, CSJ

First Councilor: Kathy McCluskey, CSJ | Community Councilors: Betsy Conway, CSJ, Gail Donahue, CSJ, 

& Mary Ellen O’Connell, CSJ 

The transition of leadership will take place on June 25th.

Newly Elected Leadership Team

n March 23rd, students from Regis surprised 
sisters during the Chapter of Elections with 

a delicious lunch. Later, a student was blessed in 
anticipation of a journey. 

Regis Luncheon 
Communications Office
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ANY THANKS to those who participated 
in the mini lobby day  on March 22nd!  

Thanks to participants, Lift Our Kids reached many 
legislators and staff with our message about the 
need to Lift Kids Out of Deep Poverty. Interested in 
joining the coalition? Visit www.liftourkidsma.org to 
join or learn more.

Lift  our Kids !
Communications Office
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anderer, there is no way… the road is 
made by walking”  Antonio Machado

It’s been said if one can find their way through the 
fog, the result will be an emergence into a new path. 
An early morning fog settled over Boston on April 
1st, as associates,  agrégées and sisters gathered in 
Brighton for our annual retreat day led by Colleen 
Gibson, SSJ.  Colleen’s presentation, Embracing 
Hope in the Desert, the Divine, and the Dirty Dishes 
provided a rich foundation upon which to probe 
these concepts more deeply.    

Challenged to look at our own definition of hope…. 
we spent time in quiet reflection and small group 
sharing…. How does hope help us to navigate the 
deserts of darkness in our lives?  Later we were 
challenged to “set our own table of hope” and reflect 
on those who have gifted us with hope throughout 
our lives.   

Our day came to a close, with Colleen sharing a 
poem she had written….. “plant seeds you may not 
ever see bloom….don’t doubt the movement…even if 
you’re in the dark…. Get out of your head and…..into 
God’s heart….embrace it… and at last you will find… 
that the way is made by walking….” 

Associate ’s Retreat

“W

Denise Edinger, CSJA



Saint Joseph Spiritual Ministries Presents...

A Reflection Series: Aging Gracefully — Part 2
When: Thursdays at 9:30am from Apr. 13 — May 11, 2023

Location: Spirituality Center, 71 Walnut Park, Newton

Click here to learn more >

Taizé Prayer
Upcoming Dates: Apr. 20, May 16

Location: The Motherhouse

Click here to learn more >

Showing of the film “The Letter”
When: Apr. 22 from 12:30 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Location: The Motherhouse Chapel

Charism Retreat: 
Called by God to Live Unifying Love

When: Sunday, Apr. 23 to Friday, April 28, 2023

Location: Motherhouse

Click here to learn more >

Living the Dream Dinner
When: Mon., Apr. 24, 2023

Location: Seaport Hotel, Boston MA

Click here to learn more >

Fiat

When: Wed., Apr. 26, 2023

Location: Zoom

Click here to learn more >

A Place at the Women’s Table
When: Wed., May 24, 2023

Location: The CSJ Motherhouse, Brighton MA

Click here to learn more >

Saint Joseph Spiritual Ministries Presents...

Summer Retreats at Glastonbury Abbey
June 21 - June 29 | Jul. 9 - Jul. 15| Jul. 18 - Jul. 26 | July 28 - 

Aug. 1 | Aug. 3 - Aug. 7  Aug. 9 - Aug. 16

Click here to learn more >

Saint Joseph Spiritual Ministries Presents...

Lace Making Lessons
When: Monday, Jul. 17 – Friday, July 21st, 2023 
(for experienced lace makers)

Monday, Jul. 24 – Friday, July 28 
(for six beginners and nine experienced lace makers) 

Location: Spirituality Center, 71 Walnut Park, Newton 

For more information, contact Ann Kaufmann, CSJ at:
ann.kaufmann@csjboston.org

Scan or click here for more info

Dates to Remember

Register HERE

It’s not 
too late! 
Join us for our Living the Dream Dinner this

April 24th at the Seaport Hotel! 

Scan the QR code or click below to register.

https://www.csjboston.org/aging-gracefully/
https://www.csjboston.org/?p=22512
https://www.csjboston.org/april-23-28-called-by-god-to-live-unifying-love-charism-retreat/
https://www.csjboston.org/living-the-dream-dinner-2023/
https://www.csjboston.org/4-26-fiat-for-discerning-women/
https://www.csjboston.org/5-24-23-a-place-at-the-womens-table/
https://www.csjboston.org/summer-retreats-at-glastonbury-abbey/
mailto:ann.kaufmann%40csjboston.org?subject=
https://www.csjboston.org/news-events/event-dates/
https://www.csjboston.org/news-events/event-dates/
https://www.csjboston.org/news-events/in-memoriam/
https://www.csjboston.org/living-the-dream-dinner-2023/

