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iscarded masks and old coffee cups were just 
some of the items deposited into large trash 

bags on Earth Day in Roslindale. After a COVID 
hiatus, neighbors worked together again in the 
City of Boston’s “Love Your Block.”  Casserly House 
partnered with the host, the Vietnam Temple, who 
provided a delicious feast for all when the clean-up 
was complete.  

Shout out to Fornax Bread and PS Gourmet for 
donated pastries and coffee! 

We beautified the community while having fun, 
making friends, and being well-fed! LOVE YOUR 
BLOCK unifies!

pril 24th, an evening filled with joy and 
reconnect ion,  celebrated our myriad 

accomplishments, from the initial ministries developed 
in the mid-19th century, to the current ministries that 
unite us with our community. We raised over one 
million dollars! Our honoree, Joe Nolan, gave a 
warm and endearing speech about his early ties with 
the CSJ community. Unsurprisingly, young Joe was a 
bit of a trouble-maker! Like the sisters, he sought to 
push boundaries, and he continues to do so today.

Casserly House “Loves Our Block”

Living the Dream: A Success! 
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Mary Beth O’Sullivan

Ignatian Volunteer

Donna Stiglmeier

Director of Casserly House

Communications Office

Top: Love Your Block preparation

Bottom: Team Temple-Casserly House Roslindale

Left: Beth Sheehan, CSJA, our testimonial speaker for the 
evening, points to a moment in the CSJ timeline.

Right: Joe Nolan reflects on his upbringing with the sisters.

https://www.csjboston.org/news-events/the-more-updates/
https://www.csjboston.org/news-events/the-more-updates/


n Sunday, May 7, sisters, associates, agrégées 
and guests gathered for our CSJ Associate 

Ritual of Commitment/Renewal of Commitment 
and reception. With joy and gratitude we welcomed 
Nancy Lane and Amanda Zuretti as they made 
initial commitment as Associates. Lee Hogan, CSJ, 
President,  acknowledged their desire to “. . . embrace 
the charism of God’s unifying love . . .” as she joyfully 
accepted their commitment.

During the Commitment Liturgy, celebrated by Rev. 
Paul Kilroy, Denise Cohen, CSJA, offered thoughts 
for reflection: “. . . What does it mean to put on love? 
. . . Today we pray that unifying love will flare among 
us all. As we stand on the shoulders of the ones who 
came before us, we associates commit ourselves to 
carry forth that flare to all whom we meet in our 
daily lives.”

Highlights of the ceremony included words of 
welcome (and, of course, a story!) shared by Cathy 
Clifford, CSJ; a beautifully evocative liturgical dance 
performed by Betsy Conway, CSJ, in honor of Nancy 
and Amanda; and the eloquent meditation Quietly 
Await (Maxim 84) composed and sung by Joanne 
Gallagher, CSJ.

As the ceremony came to an end, the Associate 
Leadership Team acknowledged and thanked 
Cathy Clifford, CSJ, for her presence and support 

as Community Liaison for the Associates. In closing, 
we offered our deep gratitude and blessing to Mary 
Ellen O’Connell, CSJ, our Director of Associates, 
as she transitions now to her  role as Community 
Councilor on the CSJ Leadership Team.

Our celebration of commitment was a time graced 
with joy, gratitude, and blessings - truly a “flaring of 
unifying love!”

May Unifying Love Flare Among Us

O
Kathie Shute, CSJA

Mary Ellen O’Connell, CSJ, accepting flowers given in 
gratitude by the CSJ Associates

Sandra Selvarajah, CSJA, 

offering the Intercessions

Rev. Paul Kilroy, Celebrant and Donna 
Sordello, CSJA, Eucharistic Minister

Lee Hogan, CSJ, and Mary Ellen O’Connell, CSJ, accepting 

the initial commitment of Nancy Lane and Amanda Zuretti



f the only prayer that you say in your whole life 
is thank you, that would sufÏce.” These words of 

Meister Eckhart capture the essence of the reception 
and dinner hosted by the Leadership Team on April 
13, 2023 and reinforced by Lee Hogan, CSJ, as 
she greeted each of the invited guests during the 
evening. It was a time for members of the Corporate 
Board, the Chairpersons of the Boards of Trustees, 
the Heads of the Sponsored Ministries, and the 
OfÏce of Sponsored Ministries to meet each other, 
share conversation, and enjoy a meal together.

If a sign of “a good time being had by all” is lingering 
conversations, laughter, and no one rushing to leave, 
then the evening accomplished its purpose. In her 
welcoming remarks Sister Lee emphasized that the 
evening was about saying thank you to all who play 
a leadership role in safeguarding and furthering 
the CSJ Mission in each of the ministries. While 
she recognized with gratitude the role of all who 

partner with the Congregation in ensuring that the 
Mission is alive in the ministries, she acknowledged 
the exceptional dedication and commitment of each 
one present.

It was hoped that all who participated in the 
evening would deepen their awareness of being part 
of something greater than their individual ministry 
and that they would strengthen their commitment 
to continue the legacy of the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Boston where Unifying Love Flares…

Sponsored Ministries Event

A Place at the Women’s Table: 
Connect with Love & Respond with Action: Join Us For Our Annual Fundraiser!

onnecting with Love, Responding with Action” 
characterizes The Women’s Table and is the 

theme for this year’s spring fundraiser. Join us for A 
Place at The Women’s Table on Wednesday, May 
24th from 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. This is our first 
in-person event in three years, and we look forward 
to celebrating with you. We are eager to showcase 
six “Place Settings,” lovingly created by Walter 
Bachelder, Mathys Baraglia, Mary Collins & Lauri 
Fraser, Lisa Connor, Josephine Perico, CSJ, and 
Christine Ryan. “Mystery Bags” also return this year.
Each bag contains a gift card valued at $25.00 or 
more. Every purchase is a “guaranteed win”! New 
this year is a rafÒe, which includes a classic Coach 
Fold-over Tote bag, a $250.00 gift card, and a 
beautifully hand-crafted quilt.

We will honor two wonderful women this year, 
Marilyn McGoldrick, CSJ, with the “Heart and 
Soul Award” and Sara Bouvier with “The Ever-
Widening Circles of Love and Compassion Award.” 
Our always-popular Rose Auction returns with 

our auctioneer, Carol Mack. Join us to learn more 
about The Women’s Table and raise a toast to this 
wonderful ministry!

We look forward to welcoming you and celebrating 
the 15th Anniversary of The Women’s Table and 
the 150th Anniversary of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Boston. Register or donate to “A Place at The 
Women’s Table,” by visiting our website, 
www.thewomenstable.org, or scanning the QR code 
below. We hope to see you!

“I

“C

Marilyn McGoldrick, CSJ

Co-Director for Mission Integration

Mary Rita Weschler, CSJA

Director of the Women’s Table

Lee Hogan, CSJ, and Maureen Smith, CSJA, 
Chairperson, Fontbonne Board of Trustees



Join us June 3rd at St. John Church at St. Oscar Join us June 3rd at St. John Church at St. Oscar 

Romero Parish in Canton, MA for an enlivening Romero Parish in Canton, MA for an enlivening 

gratitude liturgy celebrating our 150th gratitude liturgy celebrating our 150th 

Anniversary in Boston! Anniversary in Boston! 

We look forward to seeing you there!We look forward to seeing you there!

rom Sunday, April 23 to Friday, April 28, about 
a dozen sisters and associates gathered at 

the Motherhouse with Dorothea Masuret, CSJ, for 
a guided retreat entitled Called by God to Live 
Unifying Love. In helping the group enter more 
deeply into that call, S. Dorothea gave points to 
ponder, including two sentences from the book 
Vesper Time by Frank Cunningham.

“God lurks  in  our  s tor ies .  In 
remembering them we can uncover 

signs of God’s love.” 1

“The spiritual practice of growing 
older means listening to what our lives 
have to tell us, sifting out the chaff, 
watching for that quick glint of flame, 
and clinging to what has nurtured 
our growth.” 2 

The retreat was a great opportunity to spend time 
recognizing and honoring all the ways God has been 
present to us, in our lives. 

The CSJ Constitution tells us: “Our Community life 
grows and develops not in spite of our brokenness 
and differences, but in our embracing them as 
moments of God’s activity in our lives.”

S. Dorothea recalled being in the fifth grade, and 
stopping every hour at school, and being reminded: 

“We are in the Holy Presence of God.” 3 This week, it 
is quite clear that we have been graced by the Holy 
Presence of God.
1 Cunningham, F. (2017). Vesper Time (pp. 4). Orbis Press.
2 Cunningham, F. (2017). Vesper Time (pp. 24). Orbis Press.
3 The customary way, we, in Catholic Schools “blessed the hour”. 

Uncovering Signs of God’s Love

F
Beverly Good, Administrative Assistant for SJSM

Taizé Prayer
May 16 & June 15 at The Motherhouse at 7pm

Click here to learn more >

A Place at the Women’s Table

Wed., May 24, 2023, at 5pm

Location: The CSJ Motherhouse, Brighton MA

Click here to learn more >

Saint Joseph Spiritual Ministries Presents...

Summer Retreats at Glastonbury Abbey

Click here to learn more >

Regional Gratitude Liturgy

June 3 at 4pm at St. John Church at St. Oscar Romero 
Parish in Canton, MA

Saint Joseph Spiritual Ministries Presents...

Lace Making Lessons

When: Monday, Jul. 17 – Friday, July 21st, 2023 
(for experienced lace makers)

Monday, Jul. 24 – Friday, July 28 
(for six beginners and nine experienced lace makers) 

Location: Spirituality Center, 71 Walnut Park, Newton 

Contact Ann Kaufmann, CSJ: ann.kaufmann@csjboston.org

Dates to Remember 
Scan the QR code or click here 

for more information...

In Memoriam 
We Remember her  
in the opening of the buds 
and in the rebirth of spring.

Sister Ellen Cecelia Pumphret, CSJ 
(Sister St. Margaret)

Date of Birth:  March 16, 1933
Date of Death:  May 3, 2023  

Reflections can be viewed at: 
csjboston.org > news-events > in-memoriam

...among our dear ...among our dear 

neighbors!neighbors!
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