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racious hospitality is one of the core values of 
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston. Hospitality 

is also one of the values here at Bethany Health 
Care Center, where it is on full display in the 
recently unveiled Sister Roberta Marie Brown, CSJ 
Welcome Center.

This light, open, and peaceful space breathes new 
life into our building. It is inviting, with cozy gathering 
spaces, a centrally located easily accessible reception 
desk, and a colorful fish tank. In this place of welcome, 
unifying love flares as residents sit quietly or engage 
in conversation with family, friends, & staff.

One resident described it as, “...so peaceful, and the 
colors so calming.” 

The welcome center has already become a popular 
spot for residents because it offers an additional 
space away from their rooms to watch the comings 

and goings through the large glass windows.

We are grateful for the vision of Jacquelyn McCarthy, 
CSJ, and James Argir, the generosity of Marjorie 
(Margie) Locke Noonan, and other donors and 
friends that has resulted in the creation of this warm, 
welcoming space.

n May 21st, sisters, associates, agrégées and 
partners in mission gathered to celebrate 

the outgoing Leadership Team at the Celebration 
of Gratitude. For five years, they have guided and 
supported the congregation, and we are thankful for 
their inexhaustible efforts. 

Father Paul Kilroy shared a thoughtful homily about 
conflict, and where people search for help and 
guidance.  He left us with this parting thought: “Get 
comfortable with being uncomfortable. And maybe 
that’s one way in which we can be more open to 
how the Spirit chooses to work in all of our lives, and 
especially in your own congregation.”

Bethany’s New Welcome Center

Giving Thanks! 
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Anne Marie Willhite 

Mission Integration Facilitator

Communications Office

https://www.csjboston.org/news-events/the-more-updates/
https://www.csjboston.org/news-events/the-more-updates/


n honor of National Gun Violence Awareness 
Day, on Friday June 2nd, several of our sisters 

and employees gathered to join us in a prayer vigil. 
Sisters and staff from Bethany Health Care Center, 
St. Joseph Hall, and Casserly House wore orange 
to spread the word. The community joined in the 
prayer vigil and also wore orange to mark this day.

Sisters, associates, agrégées, and employees alike 
gathered in solidarity with groups across the 
country praying for an end to the senseless deaths 
and injuries resulting from gun violence.

We continue to pray for those affected, as well as a 
change of heart that will result in legislative action 
on behalf of the common good. We pray for the 
enactment of gun laws that protect all in society, 
especially the most vulnerable.

Nuns Against Gun Violence Vigil

or I know the plans I have for you [...] plans 
for your well-being, not for disaster, to give 

you a future and a hope.”  Jeremiah 29:11

In 2011, the Poor Sisters of Jesus Crucified and the 
Sorrowful Mother approached the leadership of the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston with a proposal for a 
covenant between the congregations. The purpose 
of the covenant was to allow the Sisters of Jesus 
Crucified to plan for the care of their Sisters and the 
disposition of properties when their numbers had 
declined to a critical level.

On May 23, 2023, members of both congregations 
gathered in Brockton to celebrate the covenant.  
Recognition of the Sisters who were engaged in the 
designing of the covenant and acknowledgement 
of the relationship of the CJC and CSJ communities 
were incorporated into a ritual, which was part of 
the liturgy.

As the covenant is now in effect, Sister Lee Hogan 
has been appointed by Cardinal O’Malley to serve 

as the canonical superior of the CJC congregation.  
Sister Mary Valliere remains as local superior of the 
community in Brockton.

As part of the ritual, the words of A New Chapter 
captured the spirit of the day:

“Today we turn a page, not a beginning or an end 
but the next part of the journey. 

Now we travel on together. Stronger and wiser, with 
a history richer than we had alone.”

CJC Covenant: A History Richer Than We Had Alone
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Judith Costello, CSJ

Communications Office

There’s MORE! 
To see more photos, click HERE or visit 
www.csjboston.org

https://www.csjboston.org/6-2-23-nuns-against-gun-violence-vigil/


asserly House collaborates with ABCD 
Boston and the Boston Public Library 

in Roslindale — other local English classes for 
speakers of other languages. Each year in May, 
the collaborative group recognizes all adult 
learners of English and gives awards to select 
adult learners (this year, seven) and volunteers 
(this year, two). Casserly House honored: Najla 
LaCombe from Haiti for her hard work learning 
English and connection with other classmates; and 
Dan Colombo from Roslindale, a first-generation 
immigrant, for his dedicated volunteer commitment 
as an instructor. The stories were powerful and a 
good time was had by all!

And The Award Goes To…

C
Donna Stiglmeier, Director of Casserly House

MARIA Awards Night

t. Joseph Spiritual Ministries hosted an Afternoon 
of Prayer for the residents of Bethany Health 

Care Center on Wednesday, May 10, 2023. Joan 
Duffy, CSJ, was our presenter and guide for the 
hour, entitled “Awakening with Easter Eyes,” focusing 
our attention on the Emmaus story. The Gospel of 
Luke recounts, “Then their eyes were opened and 
they recognized the Risen One.” (Luke 24:31) 

Sr. Joan shared with us a prayer-poem from Robert 
Morneau that encouraged us to see with “Easter 
Eyes”:

“For to see in death, life,
in guilt, forgiveness
and in wounds, glory,
is to be a person of the resurrection.” 1

Sister Joan spoke about looking at the world right 
now, and the challenge (and the mystery) of walking 

in light and not in darkness. She asked if there were 
fears that keep us from recognizing the Risen Lord. 
She invited us to notice who are the people God 
sends to us? We left the chapel with renewed hope 
and fresh conviction to see with “Easter Eyes.”

1 
Robert Morneau, Reconciliation, from the series Catholic Spirituality for 

  Adults, Orbis Books (September 2007)

atina Center Maria is celebrating its 7th 
anniversary this May! On Friday, May 

26th, at the 7th Annual Gala fundraiser for this 
organization, two sisters of St. Joseph, Betty 
Cawley, CSJ, and Betsy Conway, CSJ, received 
the Advocacy & Support of Latinos Award. Betty 
Cawley, CSJ, was recognized  for a number of 
accomplishments, including her work surrounding 
immigration, human trafÏcking, care for the earth, 
and nonviolence. Among numerous endeavors, 
Betsy Conway, CSJ, was celebrated for her work 
at Bethany Hill Place. At this ministry, she served 
as the director for New Beginnings. 

Seeing With Easter Eyes
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Beverly Good, Administrative Assistant for SJSM 

Communications Office



he Motherhouse foyer and Fireside Room 
echoed with joy and old friends on May 24, 

2023. The whimsical table settings and vibrant 
roses only added to the delight. Supporters of The 
Women’s Table came from all over the Greater 
Boston area to help celebrate our 15th Anniversary. 
Conversations, hugs, delicious food and wine, long-
delayed greetings and more, graced the foyer and 
Fireside Room that evening. In fifteen years, this 
congregation ministry has nurtured a diverse group 
of women from all walks of life and all ages. 

In the table setting competion, compositions ranged 
from the thoughtfully designed to the endearing. 
Walter Bachelder’s “A Seat in the Garden” won the 
show. Five other contenders included titles such as, 
“LEGOourmet,” “KARMA,” “You Are Special,” “The 
Lacemaker,” and “One for All.” These were lovingly 
designed by: Mathys Baraglia, Mary Collins and 
Lauri Fraser, Lisa Connor, Josephine Perico, CSJ, 
and Christine Ryan.

After reconnecting over wine and appetizers, 
attendees assembled in the chapel for a program 
which included a video highlighting The Women’s 
Table’s community involvement and outreach, 
honoree awards, and a rose auction. Carol Mack, 
from the Mission Advancement ofÏce, generated 
enthusiasm and humor, yielding a handsome sum 
in rose donations alone. The funds “A Place at The 
Women’s Table” raised will benefit programs and 
services of The Women’s Table.

Mary Rita Weschler was recognized for her incredible 
work as the director of The Women’s Table for the 
past 15 years. Co-chairs, Irene Desharnais and Pat 
Daley, Mary Rita and Linda, and all members of 
The Women’s Table Advisory Board thank you for 
your support of this annual event. 

The Women’s Table Fundraiser: Joy, Friends, & Roses!

T
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n early May, Jean Mulloy, CSJ, director of our 
Transportation Program, invited the drivers to 

gather for lunch to celebrate the 10th anniversary 
of the program. Perhaps it could be called a 
“Community of Transportation” in recognizing all the 
give and take this experience of community invites 
us to share – skill, time, presence.

This lunch was a time to thank the outgoing 
Community Counselors for their support and 
encouragement during their five-year term. They, 
in turn, gave thanks to Jean and the participants. 
Flowers flowed.  

There was a special recognition of Susan Reilly, CSJ, 
for her 17 years of coordinating and driving service 
to Bethany Health Care Center. Susan Lynch, who is 
now coordinating the driving at Bethany, was unable 
to attend the meeting, but Sr. Jean plans to meet 
with her soon to schedule some “fun rides” for the 
Bethany sisters.

une 3rd was a day of celebration, gratitude, and  
reunion! Sister Lee gave the introduction for the 

liturgy, expressing gratitude to partners in mission in 
the Southern Region of the Archdiocese and sharing 
some of the history of the CSJ’s first years there, 
stating, “We came to teach here in 1900 in a school 
established in 1883 and staffed by another order of 
sisters. So eager were Archbishop Williams and Fr. 
McGinnis to have us that in 1901, they purchased 
an old mansion nearby, behind the school, for a 

novitiate for the Sisters of St Joseph. Today I am 

happy to tell you that one of the sisters who taught 

here at St John’s for over twenty years is with us, 

Francis Marilyn DeCoste, CSJ. And she was eager 

for a return visit!”

Transporting Joy! Celebrating 10 Years of the Transportation Program

CSJs Express Gratitude 
at St. John’s Church at St. Oscar Romero Parish
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Helen Power, CSJ
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There’s MORE! 
To read the full article, Click HERE 
or visit www.csjboston.org

There’s MORE! To read excerpts of 
Father Robert Connors’ homily, click HERE or 
visit www.csjboston.org

https://www.csjboston.org/5-15-transporting-joy/
https://www.csjboston.org/6-3-23-father-robert-connors-homily-in-canton/


Saint Joseph Spiritual Ministries Presents...

Summer Retreats at Glastonbury Abbey

Click here to learn more >

Saint Joseph Spiritual Ministries Presents...

Lace Making Lessons

When: Monday, Jul. 17 – Friday, July 21st, 2023 
(for experienced lace makers)

Monday, Jul. 24 – Friday, July 28 
(for six beginners and nine experienced lace makers) 

Location: Spirituality Center, 71 Walnut Park, Newton 

Contact Ann Kaufmann, CSJ: 
ann.kaufmann@csjboston.org

Click here to learn more >

Saint Joseph Spiritual Ministries Presents...

A One-Day Workshop: The Enneagram

When: Saturday, Sept. 30, 9:30am - 4:00pm

Location: Spirituality Center, 71 Walnut Park, Newton

Click here to learn more >

In Memoriam 
We Remember her  
in the opening of the buds 
and in the rebirth of spring.

Sister Helen Margaret Callahan, CSJ

(Sister Leo Francis)

Date of Birth: October 21, 1930

Date of Death: June 4, 2023 

Sister John Mary Quirk, CSJ 

Date of Birth: March 21, 1940

Date of Death: June 4, 2023  

Sister Patricia Ann Logan, CSJ

(Sister Norma)

Date of Birth: November 24, 1925

Date of Death: June 5, 2023 

Reflections can be viewed at: 
csjboston.org > news-events > in-memoriam

ister Pat Andrews gave us the opportunity to 
attend the coffee hour with Boston’s Mayor 

Wu. At this event, Brighton residents were able 
to share how city government can better serve 
our communities.

We got the chance to meet State Representative 
Kevin Honan, City Councilor Liz Breadon, and 
State Senator William Brownsberger. By attending 
this event, we also learned the importance of 
being involved in the decision-making process of a 
community, as well as how to work for the common 
good. During the month of May, we worked with 
Sister Pat, Director of The Literacy Connection.

This ministry of the Sisters of Saint Joseph has the 
mission of assisting immigrants who want to become 
citizens of the United States. We are very grateful for 
all the things Sr. Pat has done, along with teaching 
us both the importance of helping others out around 
the community.  

Meeting Mayor Wu

S
Luisa Ocampo, SJP ’23 and Natalie Tierney, SJP ’23

Dates to Remember 
Scan the QR code or click here 

for more information...

We’ll be back in late Summer! TMU won’t be published 
in July. Have something to share? Contact our editor! 
communications.office@csjboston.org
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