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s a pre-med student at Boston College, I 
had Jeanmarie Gribado, CSJ ,   as my 

theology professor. During that class, Sister 
Jeanmarie  constantly implored all of us to go out 
into the world and make a change for the better. 
Although I had heard this before, I never considered 
the real-life impact of doing good for others. So, to 
figure this out, I reached out to Sister Jeanmarie. 
 
After a walk and talk with her, Sister Jeanmarie 
said, “I’m going to put you in contact with a friend 
of mine, Sister Charlene, who is a Physician’s 
Assistant and runs a medical clinic for the homeless 
at Saint John’s Church in Newark, New Jersey. 
 
Sister Charlene invited me to spend the summer 
volunteering with her where I met many people 
struggling with homelessness. Spending many hours 
in the clinic, I realized that these individuals aren’t just 
faceless victims of unfortunate circumstances, but 
real people. I was struck by the energy and happiness 
that so many people bring when they enter the clinic. 

 
Although they are struggling with life circumstances 
as a whole as well as serious medical problems, they 
keep a smile on their face and spread happiness. 
I learned from Sr. Charlene who is such a beacon 
of hope for the clients how healing just being 
there, caring, and talking to someone can be.   
 
Though these people might have fallen through the 
cracks of society due to a variety of circumstances, 
through the compassion that Sister Charlene taught 
me to have for them, I, too, became a glimmer of 
hope for them.

Summer at a Homeless Clinic

A
Robert VanVolkenburgh

tudents from Boston College and sisters gather 
to share pizza and prayer! This event, started 

by Jeanmarie Gribaudo, CSJ, continues even during 
the summer because the students love being with 
the sisters!

Pizza and Prayer: 
A Timeless Affair

S
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eggy Comfrey, CSJ, comes to the position of Justice 
Promoter with a passion and a long history of 

working for social justice with a variety of organizations.  
 
She started as a teacher at Cathedral High School 
in the South End where her eyes were opened to 
the realities of poverty, racism, housing insecurity 
and so many  other issues faced by the students. 
This experience led her to want to be involved in 
ministries for social justice on a more full-time basis.  
 
Her ministries for justice have included the Paulist 
Center in Boston, the National Office of Jesuit 
Social Ministries, NETWORK, the Irish Immigration 
Center, and more. Sister Peggy has served on the 
Justice and Peace Advisory Board led by Betty 
Cawley, CSJ, and looks forward to following in the 
footsteps of the great women who have previously 
served in this position.  

ome have met our newest additions to the 
finance department, but, for those who haven’t, 

say hello to Catherine Lynch-App, our new billing 
clerk, and Mary Pangakis, our new accountant (left 
to right)!

Catie started her career working in human services 
for a number of years, but then switched to the 
business world, which led her to the accounting field.  
Accounting led her to experience the legal field, 

bio-tech, and a small business, which has brought 
her here to the Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston.

After graduating from Newton Catholic High School 
and Aquinas Junior College in Newton, Mary went 
on to work at John Hancock in Boston. After starting 
her position as bookkeeper here at the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Boston, she’s gotten reacquainted with 
some familiar faces from the past!

Meet Our New Justice Promoter!

Behind the Scenes: New Faces in the Finance Department
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wo weeks of lacemaking classes have come 
and gone. Sisters, associates,  and other 

community members partook, creating ornate 
designs in a meditative fashion working in a 
sunlit room at SJSM’s Spiritual Center in Newton.     
Ann Kaufmann, CSJ, shared details on the creation 
of lace.

“Preparations for making a new piece of bobbin 
lace entail several steps. There is the choice of a 
printed pattern, for instance, the outline of an angel. 
The print may be covered with clear contact paper 
to make it reusable for multiple angels. Next is the 
process of pricking all the dots on the pattern. Each 
dot represents the spot where a common pin is placed 
as a stitch is completed, which holds threads in place. 
Pricking is done with a tool — or simply with a long 
pin attached to a cork, which acts as a handle to 
push the pin through every dot in the pattern. This 
can become tedious depending on the size and 

detail of the pattern,  but it  aids in the weaving 
process. Finally, the thickness of threads and colors 
are selected and wound on each set of bobbins.”

Lacemaking: 
Stitching Past & Present 

T

t the end of July, Betsy Conway, CSJ, Jeanmarie 
Gribaudo, CSJ, and Barbara McHugh, CSJ, 

had the pleasure of attending the CSSJ Into the 
Future Collaborative gathering at the Carmelite 
Spiritual Center in Darien, Illinois. The theme for 
this time together was “Threading Sacred Spaces: 
Attuned and Attentive to the Spirit Among Us.” 
Joining them were 25 additional participants from 
the United States and Canada. These gatherings 
continue to be a wonderful, collaborative lifeline as 
we look to the future of our collective religious lives. 
We were privileged to spend our time together at 
The National Shrine and Museum of St. Therese.

The Leadership Collaborative: 
Threading Sacred Spaces...

A
Barbara McHugh, CSJ

There’s MORE! Click here to read the 
full article and see more photos of lace.

There’s MORE! 
Click here to read the full article
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JoiJoin un us September 9, 2023 s September 9, 2023 at Our Lady Help of at Our Lady Help of 
Christians Parish, in Newton, Massachusetts for Christians Parish, in Newton, Massachusetts for 
an enlivening gratitude liturgy celebrating our an enlivening gratitude liturgy celebrating our 
150th 150th Anniversary in Boston!Anniversary in Boston!

We look forward to seeing you there!We look forward to seeing you there!

he Season of Creation — a time for us to reflect 
and admire the Earth — is fast approaching! 

This season, we invite you to explore how we can 
better treat the earth, learn about the effects our 
choices make on our planet, and find resources on 
how to take action! 

Stay tuned for some fun, informative posts on 
Season of Creation each week, stating September 
1st through October 4th! 

Season of Creation: 
Making Promises Reality

T
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Regional Gratitude Liturgy

September 9 at 4pm at Our Lady Help of Christians 
Parish, in Newton, MA

Click here to learn more >

Saint Joseph Spiritual Ministries Presents...

A One-Day Workshop: The Enneagram
When: Saturday, Sept. 30, 9:30am - 4:00pm
Location: Spirituality Center, 71 Walnut Park, Newton

Click here to learn more >

Concluding Liturgy & Celebration 
of our 150th Anniversary 
October 1 at 2pm at St. Agatha’s, in Milton, MA

Saint Joseph Spiritual Ministries Presents...

A Professional Day for Spiritual Directors
When: Wednesday, Nov 8, 10:00am - 3:00pm
Location: Spirituality Center, 71 Walnut Park, Newton

Click here to learn more >

Dates to Remember 
Scan the QR code or click here 

for more information...

In Memoriam In Memoriam 
We Remember Her

In the blueness of the skies and

in the warmth of summer

Sister Rose Agnes Urban, CSJ
Date of Birth: August 2, 1930
Date of Death: July 4, 2023

Eileen Vautour, CSJA
Date of Birth: January 16, 1931
Date of Death: June 29, 2023

Jeanne Kriegshauser, CSJA
Date of Birth: December 18, 1928
Date of Death: July 7, 2023

Sister Patricia McLaughlin, CSJ
Date of Birth: September 23, 1927
Date of Death: July 27, 2023
Sister Ellen Powers, CSJ
Date of Birth: November 12, 1941
Date of Death: August 8, 2023

Reflections of sisters can be viewed at: 
csjboston.org > news-events > in-memoriam

https://www.csjboston.org/9-9-23-2nd-regional-gratitude-liturgy-for-our-150-years-in-boston/
https://www.csjboston.org/9-30-23-the-enneagram-discovering-our-true-selves-before-god/
https://www.csjboston.org/11-8-23-a-professional-day-for-spiritual-directors/
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