JACKSON SCHOOL

The Jackson Elementary Non-Graded School,
situated on the same grounds as Aquinas Jun-
ior College, the Walnut Park Montessori
School and St. Joseph Educational Clinic,
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stands as a strong and viable institution
staffed by religious personnel of the
Sisters of St. Joseph with supplemented lay
staff for the areas of health, physical
education and French.

Educators today emphasize the fact that
all children learn differently and it became
encumbent on the educational staff of
Jackson to provide the ways and means to meet
the needs of all student--the black and white,
Christian and non-Christian, the slow learner
as well as the academic achiever. To instill
proper attitudes and values which will enable
the students to relate effectively in this
current social, intellectual and emotional
milieu is an important feature of the
curriculum.

The rationale behind the program is a
valid one--that individual differences be the
basis for planning the program. The responsi-
bility for challenging the bright students,
satisfying the average and meeting the needs
of the slow learner has been assumed by the
faculty. An optimum learning situation is
provided that all students may perform in a
manner commensurate with their ability.

The non-graded concept is keyed to helping
children develop certain behaviours within
an atmosphere of freedom. Those behaviours
are: to be able to make increasingly more
appropriate selections of materials with which
to help oneself to learn; to demonstrate the
desire for ever increasing responsibility for
one's own learning progress; to be able to
work independently or to interact with others
as the need arises; to demonstrate ways of
applying what one has learned, and to find joy

in learning which ultimately leads to
successful, self-rewarding achievement.
Ways have been discovered to organize such
a classroom environment without the chaos
freedom often brings. The teachers have as-
sumed the responsibility, too, of assisting
the students to appreciate and acquire a
sufficient mastery of the tools and skills
that will make them competent life-long
learners. The selection and use of the most
appropriate audio-visual equipment is evi-
dent, and contemporary learning materials

_have been included to meet the needs of all.

The goals of the educational program at
Jackson is to provide the best education for
all students. Group dynamics becomes an im-
portant ingredient in such a program, since all
come to share their findings. Creativity
comes into play when the students are left on
their own to explore and to participate in
projects of current interest, such as polu-
tion, politics, and drugs. To be able to out-
wardly express an inner perception or convic-
tion is a freedom that is theirs.

The school has sensed the urgency to edu-
cate young people who are experiencing soci-
etal change and undergoing a personal trans-
formation. It has responded not out of
despair, nor unrealistically pretending all
is well and peaceful, but rather through a
process of reordering educational goals and
extablishing educational excellence. They have
chosen not to discard the past but have
chosen to begin with the spudent's present
world as the organizing center of learning
experiences. The existence and vitality of

education at Jackson is indeed a valid alter-
native to public education.




