Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Boston
Boston CSJ Archives

Finding Aid for the project entitled

Throw Open the Windows! Digitizing the Experiences of the Sisters of Saint Joseph of
Boston During the Era of Vatican II

Recordings selected from the Boston CSJ Archives audio collection (1967-1998)
digitized as part of the Recordings at Risk grant program administered by the Council
on Library and Information Sciences (CLIR) and funded by the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation, awarded in the Ninth Call of the program (Spring 2022)

Finding Aid by Ava Doogue and Katie McNally, 2024

Digitized by Paul Adams of Mass Productions, Tewksbury, MA

Oral Histories with existing transcriptions prior to project start were reviewed by Sister
Elizabeth Toomey, CSJ and Sister Catherine Decker, CSJ

New transcriptions by Ava Doogue

Made public on the Digital Commonwealth online library managed by the Boston Public
Library (and therefore also Digital Public Library of America)

Project contacts:
Katie McNally, MLIS
Ava Doogue, MLIS
Sr. Marian Batho, CSJ
archives@csjboston.org



mailto:archives@csjboston.org

Collection Level description

Reference Code
950

Name and Location of Repository
Boston CSJ Archives
Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Boston
Motherhouse Administrative building
637 Cambridge Street
Brighton, MA 02135

Title
Throw Open the Windows! Digitizing the Experiences of the Sisters of Saint
Joseph of Boston During the Era of Vatican II Grant Project

Date
1967-1998

Extent
4 linear feet, 237 recordings, 423 preservation-quality digital files (423 access
files and 423 production files additionally)

Name of Creators
Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston

Scope and Content

The collection is a set of audio tapes digitized through the project Throw Open
the Windows! Digitizing the Experiences of the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Boston
During the Era of Vatican II through the Recordings at Risk grant program run
by the Council on Library and Information Resources (CLIR). These tapes were
prioritized and selected from a larger audio collection of 400 cassette tapes and
175 open-reel recordings in the Boston CSJ Archives. This finding aid serves as a
guide for the project, rather than for the entire audio collection (though the
project tapes are a significant portion of the entire audio collection). The project
recordings include oral history interviews recorded on audio cassette tapes from
1977 to 1998, one open reel audio recording related to the 1967 Sisters Survey,
and open reel audio recordings from Chapter Meeting 1968 and 1969.
Additionally, the project digitized audio cassette tapes of lectures and retreat
talks of Sister Julie Harkins, CSJ, who is remembered, cross-congregationally, for
her research on the foundation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph. The Harkins tapes



were included due to their relevance to the era of Vatican II, and provide an
insightful backdrop to the oral history interviews and Chapter Meetings. All three
series of tapes were prioritized from the audio collection as being most important
to preserve and make accessible due to their content, but, taken together, these
tapes make up the majority of the audio collection.

The project includes over 2,010 minutes of audio. The oral histories are a part of
what seems to be two to three separate oral history projects; the earliest of
interview projects being one begun by archivist Blaithin Sullivan, CSJ in the
1970s and the latest of interview projects being one connected to a national CSJ
Federation initiative in the 1990s.

The Chapter Meetings offer a firsthand listen into the discussions and debates on
the effects the Second Vatican Council had on life in the Congregation. These
tapes include the entirety of the audio archives from the 1968 Chapter and the
1969 Chapter. Not digitized as part of this project, but available in the archives as
part of the larger audio collection, are Chapter Meetings 1968-1972.

Conditions Governing Access

The changes set into motion by Vatican II caused emotional stress and division among
religious communities, therefore, conflicts and culturally sensitive conversations show
through the audio of this collection. All audio that has been approved for public access
available online through the Boston Public Library’s organization, Digital
Commonwealth. As part of Digital Commonwealth’s program, the audio is also made
available on the Digital Public Library of America.

For audio that is not made public, it is available upon request at the archives, with
respect to the following conditions:

1. The Chapter Meeting tapes were kept out of the Digital Commonwealth
repository since much of the audio pertains to the decision-making process of the
Sisters and, upon digitization, it became clearer they include some moments of
intense discussions of congregational changes caused by Vatican II that were
being debated at the time. In light of this, the Chapter Meeting tapes are open for
scholarly research by appointment at the Boston CSJ Archives and with the
permission of Congregation leadership. There may be restricted sections of the
Chapter Meetings, these will be redacted from any shared audio files (if there are
restricted sections).



2. Oral Histories that are not available online, but whose Deed of Gift
Agreements allow for sharing, can be listened to in the Boston CSJ Archives upon
request. In all oral histories, there may be sections redacted due to content
sensitivity related to HIPAA, FERPA or other legal restrictions.

3. All tapes in the Julie Harkins, CSJ series are unrestricted.

Languages and Scripts of the Material
English

Rights Statements for Archival Description
This finding aid, and the metadata herein, is licensed under a Creative Commons Public

Domain Dedication (CCo): https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/

Administrative/Biographical History

The collection contains a select grouping of records from the audio tape collection.
Included are 95 open-reel recordings and 143 cassette tapes. These tapes were selected
as part of the Throw Open the Windows! Digitizing the Experiences of the Sisters of
Saint Joseph of Boston During the Era of Vatican II project, which received a grant
from the 9gth cycle of the CLIR Recordings at Risk program, funded by the Andrew
Mellon Foundation. The cycle spanned from May 1, 2022 to April 30, 2023 and the
project with extensions finished in the summer of 2024, with post-grant period
processes continuing past July 31, 2024.

The Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Boston (CSJ), descended from a
Catholic religious order of women founded in Le Puy, France in 1650, was established in
Boston in 1873. Fr. Thomas Magennis, a local parish priest, had noticed a great lack in
education for Catholic children, especially for deaf and blind children. He wrote to the
Archdiocese of Boston asking if he could visit Flushing, New York and specifically the
Sisters of St. Joseph, because he had heard they were skilled teachers. Shortly after the
Archdiocese agreed to mission a small group of the sisters to help Magennis, four sisters
made the arduous journey from Flushing, NY to the Jamaica Plain neighborhood in
Boston to Fr. Magennis’ parish. Mother Regis Casserly, one of the four original
founders, ultimately released the community from the oversight of the Flushing
congregation to form an independently-governed Congregation in Boston. The
Congregation has staffed over 125 schools in the Greater Boston area over its history. In
the decades following the Second Vatican Council, the Congregation transitioned from a
sole focus on education to a wider mission of social justice and ministry work, which it
continues to this day.


https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/

Notes

In this online collection, to maintain the privacy of the congregation and sisters, selected
audio recordings have been made public and other have not. These selections were
determined by the discretion of the Archivist, and Archives supervisor. To hear more of
the project audio files, researchers will need to make an official request with the
Congregation’s Archivist and be approved by Congregation leadership.

Arrangement
The project collection is organized into three series:

Series I. Oral History Interviews audio tapes

Series I1. Chapter Meetings audio tapes, 1967-1969
Subseries A. Sisters Survey, 1967
Subseries B. Chapter Meeting 1968
Subseries C. Chapter Meeting 1969

Series III. Julie Harkins, CSJ tapes
Subsequent level descriptions

Series 1. Oral History Interviews audio tapes
Dates

1974-1993

Scope and Contents

Mixed together in their collection in the archives, the oral history tapes appear to
have been created out of at least two separate oral history projects: the earliest
being a project begun by archivist Blaithin Sullivan, CSJ in the 1970s, and the
latest being a project that was part of a nation-wide initiative begun in the 1980-
1990s by the US Federation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph for each congregation
in the U.S. to conduct member interviews.

All interviews have been digitized as part of the project and some have transcripts
(archivists, volunteers and student interns are working to complete transcripts
for all oral history interviews in the project).

Creator
Sisters of Saint Joseph of Boston



Restrictions on access
Not all interviews listed here are open to access. Restrictions are determined
based on the Deed of Gift Agreements, housed in the Boston CSJ Archives.

Extent
778 MB, 37 interviews

Arrangement
The tapes are physically arranged loosely by last name, alphabetically, but then in
a number system specific to their placement in a cassette rack; here in the finding
aid, the tapes are listed alphabetically by last name of interviewee to allow for
better user experience of the finding aid. The numbers listed after each name are
each physical audio tape’s unique identifier.
Content List

Stephanos Badessa, CSJ. 50S-A, 50S-B.

Gretchen Bogan, CSJ. 27G-A, 27G-B.

Vincenthea Burke, CSJ. 11-M.

Bredelia Callahan, CSJ. 28H

Jean Capobianco, CSJ. 15-M.

Jovita Crowne, CSJ. 18-D.

Eustace Caggiano, CSJ. 20H-A, 29H-B.

Charlotte Ann Ciommo, CSJ. 01N-A, 01N-B, 02N-A, 02N-B, 03N-A, 03N-

B, 06N-A, 06N-B, 07N-A, 07N-B, 14D-A, 14D-B, 15D-A, 15D-B, 16D-A,

16D-B, 17D-A, 17D-B.

Jeanne Collins, CSJ. 08C-A, 08C-B, 09C.

Marie Connolly, CSJ and Rita McCarthy, CSJ. 35G-A, 35G-B.

Josephina Concannon, CSJ. 26H-A, 26H-B, 27H,

Lois Connors, CSJ. 25H-B,



Martin Curley. 36G

Marianne Creagh, CSJ. 30H-A, 30H-B

Remedpta Denehy, CSJ. 31G-A, 31G-B.

Lucilla Dinneen, CSJ. 49R.

Blanche Dolan, CSJ. 23H-A, 23H-B, 24H-A, 24H-B
Mary Dooley, CSJ. 19C-A, 19C-B.

MaryAnne Doyle, CSJ. 01M-A, 01M-B, 02M-A, 02M-B.
Antoinetta Druan, CSJ. 13M-A, 13M-B.

Annata Falla, CSJ. 19M, 20M, 21H-B, 22H.

Mary Griffin, CSJ. 40G-A, 40G-B.

Rena Foley, CSJ. 05M-A, o5M-B.

Rita Hennessy, CSJ. 08M-A, 08M-B.

Frances Aurea Hughes, CSJ. 550-A, 550-B.
Jeanne Ibach, CSJ. 32J.

Joyce Keevan, CSJ. 31H-A, 31H-B, 32H-A

Patricia Lambert, CSJ. 14M-A, 14M-B

Enis Mattozzi, CSJ, ogM-A, 09M-B, 10-M

Leona McCaughey Orezak. 21G-A, 21G-B, 22G.
Justin McCarthy, CSJ. 24M-A, 24M-B.

Viterbo McCarthy, CSJ. 16M, 28M-A, 28M-B



Florentia McDonough, CSJ. 33G.
Margaret McDonald, CSJ. 34G-A, 34G-B,

Catherine Mulkerrin, CSJ. 27F-A, 27F-B, 28F-A, 30F-A, 30F-B, 37F-A,
37F-B

A.Catherine Murphy, CSJ. 12N.
John Elizabeth Murphy, CSJ. 32G.
Lumena O’Sullivan, CSJ. 30J-A, 30J-B, 31J-A, 31J-B.
Norena Quilty, CSJ. 38G-A, 38G-B.
Constance Rahl, CSJ. 23M-A, 23M-B, 28G-A. 28G-B, 29G-A, 29G-B 30G.
Mary Rock, CSJ. 03M-A, 03M-B, 04M-A, 04M-B.
Adela Rodriguez, CSJ. 12-M-A, 12-M-B.
Angelita Scully, CSJ. 25M-A, 25M-B.
Ursulita Toomey, CSJ. 37G
Michaeline Twomey, CSJ. 26 M.
Series I1. Chapter Meeting audio tapes, 1967-1969

Dates
1967-1969

Scope and Contents

The Chapter Meetings tapes are the entirety of tapes covering the 1968 and 1969
Chapter Meetings as well as one tape from 1967 related to the Sisters Survey, a national
surveying of women religious conducted by Sister Augusta Neal, SSNdeN in 1967.
Though the 1967 tape is not a Chapter Meeting tape, it begins the collection and likely
informed the subsequent meetings in 1968 and 1969.

The tapes of Chapter Meetings 1968 and 1969 are recordings of meetings in which
Congregation — it’s leadership and members — met to determine, as religious



communities typically do in Chapters, the development and direction of the community
for an upcoming timeframe (much like a strategic plan). The Second Vatican Council
(1962-1965) and its pivotal documents which called for changes in liturgy, religious life,
and more, was the central focus point of these meetings. Considering such drastic
change to the member’s everyday life meant these meetings were often intense and
prone to debate.

These tapes are a selection of the larger collection of audio reel Chapter Meeting tapes in
the Boston CSJ Archives, which spans from 1967 to 1972. No transcripts are available for
the Chapter Meeting tapes.

Restrictions on access
Tapes are not publicly available online but are open for research by appointment, on-
site in the Boston CSJ Archives only.

Extent
95 open-reel audio recordings

Arrangement
This series is arranged into three subseries: (1) Sisters Survey tape, (2) Chapter 1968
tapes, and (3) Chapter 1969 tapes.

Subseries A. Sisters Survey tape

Dates
1967

Scope and Contents

The Sisters Survey was a national Conference of Major Superior Women,
researching the demographic and opinions of, roughly, 130,000 women.
The survey sent out to sisters intended to gather the opinions and to gleam
whether or not religious communities were ready for the changes after
Vatican II. The survey on this tape was prepared by Sister Frances Rita
Bowler, SCN, for the major superiors on the east coast. In 1965 sent out a
comprehensive study to understand the necessities and life of 160,000
religious women and their communities. The responsibility of writing and
conducting the survey was done by Sister Maria Augusta Neal, SND. The
survey was distributed to Sisters who joined before Vatican II and after,
and the questions asked could be answered with simply a ‘yes’ or ‘no’. The
questions varied from beliefs, attitudes, values, interests, needs, behavior
sets and how they affected the religious community. The hope and goal of



the research survey was to understand how the women felt about these
changes, how the community felt about the changes, and their hopes for
the future. The audio recordings go into detail about questions asked, the
format of the survey and the results of the survey.

Creator

Conference of Major Superiors of Women (CMSW)
Marie Augusta Neal, SNDdeN

Sister Frances Rita Bowler, SCN

Restrictions on access
This audio tape is not publicly available online, but is open for research by
appointment, on-site in the Boston CSJ Archives only.

Extent
1 open reel recordings, 2 audio files (140 MB)

Content List

Sisters Survey 1967. 67-1A; 67-1B.

Subseries B. Chapter 1968 tapes

Dates
1968

Scope and Contents

The audio in this series includes taped recordings of the meetings which
occurred as part of the Congregation’s Chapter of 1968. The meetings
discussed various items, including the changes in community life
considered in the wake of Vatican II.

Restrictions on access

This audio tape is not publicly available online, but is open for research by
appointment, on-site in the Boston CSJ Archives only. Certain segments of
the audio deemed as sensitive information are restricted.

Extent:
10 open reel recordings, 14 digitized audio files (1.05 GB)



Content list:

Chapter 1968. Tapes 68-1 to 68-10.

Subseries C. Chapter 1969 tapes

Dates
1969

Scope and Contents

The audio in this series includes taped recordings of the meetings which
occurred as part of the Congregation’s Chapter of 1969. The meetings
discussed various items, including the changes in community life
considered in the wake of Vatican II.

Restrictions on access

This audio tape is not publicly available online, but is open for research by
appointment, on-site in the Boston CSJ Archives only. Certain segments of
the audio deemed as sensitive information are restricted.

Extent:
84 open reel recordings, 128 digitized audio files (4.92GB)

Content list:
Chapter 1969. Tapes 69-1 to 69-84.

Series III. Julie Harkins, CSJ tapes

Dates
1977-1984

Scope and Contents

Sister Julie Harkins, CSJ was a member of the Congregation in Boston but is known in
the Congregations throughout the United States for her research on the foundations of
the Sisters of Saint Joseph in France. In reaction to the Vatican II document Perfectae
Caritatis, which called for the renewal of religious life, Harkins worked alongside Fr.
Marius Nepper, SJ, a French Jesuit and noted historian of the Daughters of Saint
Joseph (the earliest name of the order), to bring the charism and heritage of the order



back to light among the Congregations. Nepper is also represented in this series. The
audio tapes in this series are Harkins’ own words, in the form of lectures, retreat talks,
and other reflections.

Creator
Julie Harkins, CSJ

Restrictions on access
These tapes have not been published online but are open to research by appointment.

Extent
51 audio tapes, 2.48GB (55 audio files)

Language of Materials
English, French

Arrangement

In the archives, the cassettes tapes are arranged by unique identifier. For user
experience in the finding aid here, the tapes have been arranged thematically (requiring
only slight rearrangement) to follow a more natural order. Unique identifiers are listed

after the title of the recording.

Content list:

Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.

Julie Harkins, CSJ.

Julie Harkins, CSJ

“Refocusing the Journey”. 01A.

“Spiritual Direction”. 02A.

“Trust and Community”. 03A.

“Wholeness and Holiness”. 05A.

“CSJ Spirituality: A Lifestyle”. 01B.
“Reminiscences of Life”. 02B.

“Encounters Transition”. 03B.
“Human/Christian Perspectives” 1981. 01C.
“Vision of the Founder 1978”. 01L.
“Elements of Discernment”. 02C.
“Relationships in the Documents 1974”. 03C.
“First Experience of God”. 04A.

“Scope of Mission: In Spirit and In Truth”. 04C.
“Humility”. o4V.

“Simplicity”. 05B.
. “Simplicity - Dialogue with God”. 11B.



Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.

“Simplicity - Mission with Jesus”. 12B.

“Simplicity: Communities of Love”. 13B.
“Simplicity —Toward Discerning Hearts”. 14B.
“Concept of ‘Design in Medaille.” 05C.

“Guilt, Forgiveness, and Reconciliation”. 06A.
“Dimensions of Discernment”. 06B.

“Some Contemporary Spirits”. 07A.
“Reminiscences of Personal ‘Next Steps™; “Who Do

You Say I Am?”; “Christ Seal”. 08A.

Julie Harkins, CSJ. ¢

Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
16C.

Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.
Julie Harkins, CSJ.

Marius Nepper, SJ.

‘Ministries and Mission”. 08B.

“Prayer: Theirs and Ours”. 09A.

“Common Life”. 09B.

“Community and Apostleship”. 10A.

“Intimate Union with God”. 10B.

“Ours/Others Salvation and Perfection”. 11A.
“Spirituality: What Does It Mean?”. 12A.

Chapter Delegates, Concordia, KS. 12C, 13C, 14C, 15C,

“Discerning Hearts: Prayer and Encounter”. 13A.
“Humility and Charity - Whole Real World.” 14A.
“Intimate Union with Self”. 15A.

“Intimate Union with One Another”. 16A.
“Intimate Union with the Dear Neighbor”. 17A
Spiritual Journey I and IT; CSJ Retreat. 15 B.
CSJ Retreat. 17B.

“Prayer in the Old Testament”. 18B.

“Prayer in Documents”. 19B.

“Memory of Consolation 1981”. 20B

Input, Santa Fe, New Mexico 1977. 43P, 44P.
National Event, California, 1978. 45P.

18A, 19A

[end]



