Laudato Si’ Action Platform

CONGREGATION OF THE SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH OF BOSTON
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INTRODUCTION GOALS

We Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston initiated our formal
public commitment to “care for our earth” with a
corporate stance adopted in 1992. In the years following, we
were provided with many opportunities to deepen and broaden
our understanding of ecological spirituality. The promulgation of Laudato Si’ in 2015,
however, propelled us on a broader and deeper path of understanding, and an invitation to
transformation. With the introduction of the Laudato Si Action Platform, we were invited to
join the global community in the search for integral ecology in our personal and
Congregational lives.

From October 2021 through March 2022 we engaged in a reflection process in preparation
for enrolling in the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. The goal was to assess where we have been
and where we are willing to go in addressing each of the seven goals of Laudato Si’. We see
our mission of unifying love as deeply related to each of the goals. Based on the data from
the reflection process, we identified specific areas on which we might focus our LSAP
project. Ecological Spirituality, respect for human dignity, and life-style have emerged as
priorities; our efforts in all three areas will include education, collaboration, and advocacy.

TITLE OF OUR LSAP PROPOSAL:

Living into the Practice of Environmental and Ecological Justice.

Environmental and Ecological Justice focus on the intersections between the systemic
exploitation of humans and of the natural world. As we strive to live our mission of
unifying love, environmental and ecological justice challenge us to live in a manner that
respects and sustains humanity and preserves rather than depletes earth’s natural
resources.

GoAL 1: To deepen our understanding of Ecological Spirituality, as individuals and as a
Congregation. Ecological Spirituality stresses the interconnectedness of all creation,
including the intersection of human exploitation and mistreatment of our earth.
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AcTIONS to achieve this goal:
Year 1: Design/develop ongoing programs by:

Collaborating with our own St. Joseph Spiritual Ministries to offer programs related
to Eco-spirituality.

Form a committee to explore other prayer offerings/experiences related to Eco-
Spirituality, and include collaborators from other traditions.

Review our CSJ Maxims of Perfection for possible connections to Eco-Spirituality.

GoAL2: To develop a deeper understanding of the interconnectedness between human
dignity, climate, and lifestyle, and to address violations of human dignity in meaningful ways.

AcTIONS to achieve this goal:

Continue to serve and to advocate for immigrants, asylum seekers, victims of human
trafficking, victims of other forms of violence, with particular emphasis on systemic
change.

Continue to seek ways to respond to the human effects of climate disasters through
direct services and financial assistance, and in collaboration with other groups with
whom we partner.

Continue to educate ourselves to gain a better understanding of the effects of our
consumerism and waste on humans (especially the poor and marginalized) and on
our planet, and address these through changes in lifestyle. (See below.)

GoAL 3: Lifestyle clearly illuminates the intersections between the systemic exploitation of
humans and of the natural world. Continue to learn and practice personal and communal
ways to Reduce/Recycle/Reuse

AcTIONS to achieve this goal:

As a Congregation, move to divest from investments in fossil fuels and invest in
renewable energies; research the feasibility of additional solar panels; continue to
meet the goals of state and local energy conservation efforts.

As individuals, downsize personal belongings and avoid consumerism; reduce waste
of resources such as energy, food, water; recycle items such as plastics, paper, cans
and bottles, clothing and textiles, as directed by local officials; reuse rather than
replace items, where possible.
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