Laudato Si’ Action Platform
Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston

Second Year Plan

Introduction and evaluation of Year 1

We Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston concluded our first year of engagement in the Laudato Si’ Action
Platform on October 4, 2023. We surveyed our CSJ family via survey monkey to determine what
activities were successful in achieving the goals they were addressing, and what should be continued in
some form in year 2.

Goal 1: to deepen our understanding of Ecological Spirituality was addressed primarily by “Maxim
Monday,” a weekly invitation to consider connections between our CSJ spirituality and care for the
earth. This program was affirmed to be continued, with some modifications/expansions.

Goal 2: to develop a deeper understanding of the interconnectedness of human dignity, climate, and
lifestyle, and to address violations of human dignity in meaningful ways. We became a member of the
Nuns Against Gun Violence coalition and participated in its activities of prayer, education and advocacy
around that issue. We continued our advocacy for immigrant people, often forced to leave their
countries for reasons connected to the climate crisis. And we continued in our work against human
trafficking, collecting items needed by the victims in the Boston area and doing education and advocacy
around the issue.

Goal 3: given the intersections between the systemic exploitation of humans and the natural world, to
continue to learn and practice personal and communal ways to Reduce/Reuse/Recycle. These goals
were addressed by a program created for the Season of Creation. Each week we presented a relevant
issue, its facts, causes, and suggested actions to address. These were sent out on our facebook page as
well as by emails to our Sisters, associates, agregees and partners in mission. This program was strongly
affirmed by the survey respondents.

Plan for Year 2

Projects for implementation in Year 2 will continue to address the goals from Year 1: Education and
Ecological Spirituality, Interconnectedness of human dignity, climate and lifestyle, and Development and
practice of personal and communal ways to Reduce/Reuse/Recycle.

The sub-committee on Ecological Spirituality has prepared resources titled “Words to Ponder” to
facilitate personal and communal contemplation on the beauty of creation in multiple ways, and to
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share these experiences with others, especially through photos. The program will culminate in
September with an opportunity for participants to gather to honor the ways that we, during the summer
season, appreciated “the world that is our home” and how we have “helped to make it more beautiful
and sustainable for future generations.”

The sub-committee on Human Dignity, noting that environmental deterioration and human and ethical
degradation are closely intertwined, will continue to:

Provide education that calls us to awareness of injustice and to discover the relationship of the
environment and human dignity; to advocacy that moves us to right the injustices; and to action that
puts us into solidarity with victims, and raises our sensitivity to the needs of the immigrant and to
victims of human trafficking.

The sub-committee on Lifestyle will conduct a program titled “Love Mother Earth” that will encourage
new ways to discover that Reduce/Reuse/Recycle can provide practical ways to Love Mother Earth. The
program began at a Congregation meeting in the spring, and will culminate at a fall Congregation
meeting that will include time for conversation and sharing.

Related to all three of the above goals, the Congregation is participating in the two-year Land Justice
Program.
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