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/ Listening to God’s call, noticing the needs of the Dear Neighbor
without distinction, and reaching out in unifying love as the
future beckons —for 375 years this has been the core mission of
the Sisters of St. Joseph. For more than 50 years we have
communicated this mission through a variety of print

publications including Intercom, Soundings, Connecting,
the MORE...

As we continue to listen deeply to the needs of the Dear
Neighbor, we will publish the MORE... magazine in
mid-March and offer this companion publication, a
little MORE... twice yearly. We hope you spend
time reading and reflecting with the articles and
images, follow the QR codes to even more,
and share this with family, friends,
co-workers, and students who also desire




...just a little “more”...

ver the past year, the Leadership Team, the

Corporate Board of Sponsored Ministries, the
Chairs and Leaders of Congregation Ministries have met
with professional Strategic Planning Advisors to assess
current realities and envision the future of our ministries.

At our most recent Convocation, the theme was simple
and profound: EMBRACE THE PRESENT... MOVE
BOLDLY INTO THE FUTURE. To say the least, this is
our challenge! As the leadership team reflects upon
information and trends in religious life, shares
conversation with members, associates and agrégées,
we are gathering the questions, concerns, insights
and wisdom of these partners in mission as we

move into the future whose name is HOPE.

Left to right, our leadership team: Gail Donahue, CSJ; Betsy
Conway, CSJ; Kathy McCluskey, CSJ; Marian Batho, CSJ;
Mary L. Murphy, CSJ; and Mary Ellen O’Connell, CSJ

Fontbonne’s yoth Anniversary

Lisa Fahy, ‘99

On Monday, September 9, Fontbonne,
The Early College of Boston began the
celebration of its 7oth anniversary year
with a heartfelt Time Capsule
Ceremony, which launched a
celebration of its rich history and a
vision for the future. The day brought
together students, alumnae, learning
community, trustees, and friends to
honor the school’s legacy and ongoing
commitment to excellence. The
ceremony was a poignant reminder of
Fontbonne’s storied heritage and its
unwavering commitment to nurturing
future leaders within a supportive and
inclusive community.

Visit www.fontbonneboston.org learn more about
Fontbonne, the Early College of Boston!




f have only begun to

" imagine the fullness of
life. How could we tire of hope?
— so much is in bud.” "
Allow these words to echo
in your soul as you
continue reading.

Three hundred seventy-five
years ago, in the wake of the
Thirty Years War, six women
responded to the needs of the
Dear Neighbor. These were the
first Sisters of St. Joseph.
Today, we are present in more
than so countries. This includes
2031 sisters, 2922 associates, and
60 agrégées of 16 Congregations
throughout the United States
alone. The mission of unifying
love that inspired the founding
women is alive and continues
to live as we partner with
others in response to 21st
century needs.

»

“The future

does have a
name, & its
name is Hope.”2

Today, religious congregations
and their partners in mission are
embracing the call to live into
the emerging future. Today, we
are challenged not only to
respond to local needs but also
to embrace the needs of the
neighborhood of the universe.
Today, we are finding ways to
do this together with others.
Today, we are called to
recognize and engage in creative
partnerships that will make our
world a sustainable, just, and
peace-centered place where we
listen deeply to many voices. In
the words of Pope Francis, “The
future does have a name, and its
name is Hope.” Whether you
are a sister, associate, agrégeées,
or partner in mission, you are
encouraged to consider what
the spirit is calling us to now —
together.

" Levetov, Denise, Candles in Babylon, Beginners © New Directions, 1982, pg. 82
* Pope Francis TED time.com/4755663/pope- francis-ted-talk-transcript/ April 26, 2017

Hey, Neighbor!
Join us a little more!

Visit us at csjboston.org to...

Deepen your spiritual core
with Saint Joseph Spiritual
Ministry’s offerings, join us
for Taizé prayer, an
intimate candlit experience,
celebrate weekly Eucharist
with us, meet women
experiencing similar
circumstances with The
Women'’s Table, raise
awareness with us this
upcoming January at our
anti-human-trafficking
vigil... and more!



Come Walk

f&aoo With Me

Nancy Braceland, CSJ, Julianne Shanklin, CSJ Candidate, Ann Kaufman, CS])

ﬁ eal time...real people...real
struggles... real
accomplishments...BUT, it takes
a village. We partnered with
Pax Christi, Little Rock, AR,
with the Encuentro Project in
El Paso, TX, for a week of
education, experiential learning
and direct service about the
present realities for those
migrants seeking to enter

the US. Meetings with Border
Patrol Officers, a visit to the
fence, legal and academic
presentations on immigration
law by historians, advocates
and activists, all within the
context of Catholic Social
Teaching, framed the week.
Activities included live
testimonies of those in the
process of entering, those

Below: sorting homemade hand embroidered bags with Columban Lay Missionary Christine in Christo

Rey Parish of Anapra, a neighborhood of Juarez.

serving through shelters and
community resources, as well
as an opportunity to visit
Cuidad Juarez, Mexico, and
speak with those
companioning our dear
neighbors on both sides of the
border. Deirdre Griffin, SSJ,
presently working in El Paso,
accompanied the Boston CSJs
during the week.

Though some information and
stories were overwhelming,
there were moments of great
joy and hopefulness.
Accepting an invitation to
know and accompany and
experience the stories of those
crossing the border... and
those on the borders assisting
our dear neighbors...was a
graced encounter.

“God is revealed in small
clues hidden in real life.
| saw and felt God as |
listened with my heart.”

— Julianne Shanklin




“Being immersed in the
correct factual
information about the
broken immigration
system helped me learn
that there is not a crisis at
the border but a crisis in
the process of acceptance

& resettlement.”
— Ann Kaufmann, CS]

Ann Kaufmann, CSJ, chats with Montessori students at the Santo Nino Proyecto Center, which
serves children with special needs in Anapra under the direction of S. Carol, SC.

Some Second

e
Chances

What happens when you give someone another chance? Boston
College’s Prision Education Program serves as an example of how
people can grow exponentially when provided with the proper
resources. Presented with this second chance, one of the students,
Markeese “...went harder in my classes than before because | felt
more connected.” The source of this connection stems greatly from
a community, made up of other students enduring the same
struggles as his, which he could genuinely relate to.

Sister Jeanmarie strives to cultivate such communities, which are
direct reflections of the charism of the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Boston. Love of the dear neighbor without distinction begins here.
The mission is alive through outreach

and compassion. AN
N N IR e

Above: Markeese & Jeanmarie Gribaudo,
CS}, an educator within the program.
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o deepen our awareness and understanding of Below: left to right: Rosemary Brennan, CSJ, Toni Fredette, CS] Agrégée,
the meaning of Land Justice, approximately 50 Brenna Cussen, Peggy Comfrey, CSJ, Marian Batho, CSJ, Alex Flood,

sisters, associates, and agrégées gathered recently to Hilary Moore, Maryann Enright, CS), and Brittany Koteles
explore together the roots of land injustice and the
connection to the ongoing crises of climate change
and racism. Participants delved into the possibilities
forusasa Congregation as many communities across
the country seek to create a future in which
relationships are repaired, the land is renewed, and
justice and compassion guide future generations.

About a year ago, we embarked on this journey of

becoming a focus community with the Land Justice

Futures project. A five-member team meets

bimonthly with staff of the Land Justice Futures to
delve into these topics. The recent workshop, which
included members of the Land Justice Futures staff,

offered the opportunity to widen the circle of
understanding and commitment as we continue
on this pathway to justice.

the Dinner

— Save the date —

April 10, 2025

Join us for a celebratory evening recalling old friendships and new possibilities. Details to follow.




