
a little

            ay 24 marked the 10th anniversary of Pope 
            Francis� landmark encyclical, Laudato Si� � 
On Care for Our Common Home. Pope Francis makes 
an urgent plea to all human beings to respect, 
cherish, and stop exploiting planet earth. Recalling 
St. Francis of Assisi�s canticle of creation in which 
he calls the earth �our sister,� Pope Francis says, 

abuse of the goods with which God has endowed 
her.� (LS #2)... (continued on back)
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a little

D           o you ever wake up 
         wondering, �What�s 
next?� Flux, uncertainty, and 
chaos surround us as we 
consider the future of our 
world, environment, 
government, church, religious 
congregations, and more.  
Together we hope, we trust, 
we pray, and we ask, �Who 
are we called to be amid this 
uncertainty?� Pope Francis 
described hope as �the 
capacity to discern, 
everywhere, signs of hope, 
the breaking through of the 
possible into the impossible��1 
   As you explore this 
publication, notice signs of 
hope. Read about our recent 
Living the Dream Dinner 
which focused on Visions of 

visit our website to learn 
more about visions of hope in 

our lives, and the lives of those 
we serve. Learn about our 
spiritual ministries as they 

Celebrate the 10th anniversary of 
Laudato Si� with us, and ponder 

Murphy, CSJ, who shares how 
our day-to-day actions are 
concrete expressions of shaping 
a future full of hope. 
____________
1 UI
release: �Consecrated Life: A Hope that Transforms� 
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Karen Yee, Donor Outreach/Data Manager

     t was delightfully warm and sunny as guests   
     gathered at Seaport Hotel on May 12 to 
     celebrate our 12th annual Living the Dream 
Dinner: 
Neighbor Award was presented to Bob Rivers, 
Executive Chair of Eastern Bank. Everyone was 

stories. We were inspired by Bob�s life story and 
the commitment to mission he brings to his life�s 
work. We were moved by the testimony of Dr. 
Stacy Reed-Barnes; she relayed her journey from 

and now reaching out with hope and help for 
those still trapped in a life of exploitation 

   
hope: the care sisters receive at Bethany Health 
Care Center; a conversation between Chrissy and 
her former teacher, Mary Black, CSJ, and sisters 
sharing  pizza, prayer, and inspiring stories with 
Boston College students. It was a joyous and 
moving evening, celebrating relationships of 
mutual hope. May we continue giving and 
receiving hope for the future. 

Mary Black, CSJ, one of the sisters who 

R code to view more 
photos from the evening.



W
            hile St. Joseph Retreat Center (SJRC) was 
            still open, a new entity was being 

Boston CSJs who had been educated and trained 
for spiritual, pastoral, and theological settings. 
Numerous sisters were ministering in seminaries, 

inclusive entity was called St. Joseph Spiritual 
Ministries (SJSM).
   SJSM is now located at 71 Walnut Park in 
Newton, where you can experience respite and 
renewal in the midst of today�s local and global 
crises. Women and men of all faith traditions and 
cultures are welcome. Diverse retreat 
opportunities, spiritual direction, days of prayer, 
and the training of spiritual directors still occur at 
SJSM and various sites, via Zoom, and on our 
website. In 2016 Fr. Nicholas Morcone, OSB, 

into this summer.
   Join our mailing list and/or register for a retreat 
by calling 781-227-4730 or emailing 
spiritual.ministries@csjboston.org.   
   
endures. Beyond our founding in France 375 years 
ago, our CSJ charism of connecting neighbor with 

Our Spiritual Ministries 

Flare Forth 

Ministries in Newton, MA



P        ope Francis called us to �be tangible signs 
        of hope for those of our brothers and 
sisters who experience hardships of any kind.�1  
With the news of the death of Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio, the People�s Pope, many news 
releases referenced his legacy as one of hope. In 
life and in death his total commitment to living 
the Gospel with attention and humility allowed 
him to embrace the poor, the marginalized, the 
immigrant and all creation in the unifying love 
of God. It is this outpouring of love and concern 
for Our Common Home and all inhabitants that 
endears him to so many.
   In his Easter message Pope Francis wrote that 
those who trust God �become pilgrims of hope, 
witnesses of the victory of love and of the 
disarmed power of life.�2 

as, each day, we realize more deeply that the 
earth is screaming for relief from raging forest 

crippling storms. What can we do?
   Care for all Creation is a core value of the 
Sisters of St. Joseph. We encourage water 
conservation, proper waste disposal, and 
recycling of all appropriate items. We have 
pledged to reduce the use of plastics and to 

What Can

We do?
Mary L. Murphy, CSJ, President

consider moderation and sustainability when 
we shop � all so that future generations will 

experience clean air, clear sky, productive 
land, and more. What gives us hope is 
that so many pay attention, so many 
bring recyclable bags to the grocery 
store, so many notice. On Earth Day, 
April 22, Sisters, Associates, Agrégées, and 

Partners in Mission gathered in Holy Family 
Chapel to celebrate and promote the care of 

who notices, who cares for the earth, and works 
for a future full of hope for generations to come.
____________
1 Bull of Indiction of Jubilee Year 2025, May 9 2024
2 Pope Francis� Easter Message, 2025

Our ministries have a long history of responding to 
the evolving needs of the Church and the world. We 

relationships wherever we live & work.
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reminds us that it is critical for all 
humanity to listen both to the cry of the 
earth and the cry of the poor � those 
most severely impacted by climate 
change and the deterioration of the 
environment. Laudato Si� has spawned a 
global movement engaging more than 
10,000 Catholic communities and 
organizations through the Laudato Si� 
Action Platform to take concrete steps 

our mission of unifying love we have 
joined this movement with a particular 
focus on three goals: ecological 
spirituality, respect for human dignity, 

areas include education, collaboration, 
and advocacy. In this Jubilee Year of 

will create a world in harmony 
with creation.

About the Cover...
In memory of Pope Francis, we will be 

pollination and have also become a symbol 
of migration, representing our commitment 
to hearing the cry of the earth and the cry 
of the poor.


